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To the Right Honourable I 
DWARD HIDE, 
Baron CLIFTON of 
1 Layton -Bromeſwolde. 
| My Lob, 

4 Preſent Your Lordſhip with a great 
1 Book in a little Volume, and 1 pre- 
= /ent i it to You, becauſe it was made 
for Ion, I mean for Gentlemen of Your 
f oble Character, and becauſe, I believe, 
e peruſal of it will both profit, and de. 
ght lou: But more eſpecially, my Lord, 
J make you a Preſent of it, to give kde 
25 an e of the unfeigned 
efures I have, that you ſhould be Good, 
s well as Great, and to teſtifie thereby 
e the World, the great reſpect I have 
Wor Your Noble Family; of which Your 
ordſhip cannot fail to be the great Or- 
ament, as well as the Glory of Your 
bunt ry, if Jou take this little Manual 
or Your Companion, and Euſebius, the 
Cable Author of it, for Your Guide, 
EW A . My 
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dom, and governed it, all the time he wi 


then Students in the Univerſity, there 


ſion nom living, who doth not venerate| 
Memory, and wiſh all Happineſs to 


Ihe Dedication. 
My Lord, I have had the Honour 
to be long acquainted with my Lord Your 1 
Grandfather, and I had the Happineſs 
and Bleſſing, to be bred up in the Fami i. 
ly of Your Great Grandfather of immor$* 
tal Memory, Imean in the moſt FamonP 
Univerſity of Oxford, to which, after 
long Night of Ignorance, in Times „bi 


his incomparable Pen bath deſcribed, | 


reſtored true Learning and Diſcipline, F 
the great Benefit of the Church, and Rin 


Chancellor of. it, with the Care, ai 


Authority of a Father; and, my Lo | 


1 verily believe, that if thoſe, who wel 


ſearce a Man of any Rank, or Prof 


Noble Family, and particularly to Ye. 
Lordſhip, who bear his Name, and Nd 
all hope, will follow his great Examplif* * 


The Dedication. 
noi To that End, my Lord, this little Vo- 
Vous me comes to wait upon lo inthe Fourth 
meſs] Edition; which Imention to Your Lord- 
ni Tip, to le you underſtand, that it muſt 
mor he 4 Book of more than common Value, 
mon Pbich in ſo Critical an Age, hath made 
er Wes way twice through the World without 
vhich m other Teſtimony, or Commendation, 
1, Mut that of its own intrinfick worth. 
ne, Wherefore, My Lord, Ido not de- 
(ide lou to read it over, for that would be a 
e iſparagement to it: I only deſire Your 
Lordſbip to taſte it, to read as ſmall 
LoÞ part of it as Jon pleaſe, and then to 

) wel 0! bear reading the whole, if You can. 

Leo dare ſay, my Lord, when Von have be- 
off You will no more be able nat to go on 

ate e the End, than if You were to read the 

40 et Dramatick Compoſur e that ever was 

„ Made, You could give off at the fuſt Act, 

nd $14 not pr aceed to the End of the Gfch, 
ml is not without Reaſon, my Lord, 


3 that 
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Dialogue, without Numbers, inwhich ſe 


preſs ſeveral Humours, and as it t#erl 


The Dedication. 
that I liken this Book to a Play; for in| 
deed it is a fort of Drama, written uf 


veral Per ſons, under feigned Names, ex 


att ſeveral Parts; and as in a true Play 
in which the Poet deſigns to profit, 4 
much as to pleaſe, and to Couch a Noblſ 
Moral in the Plot, this bright, and ſer 
ou Dramatiſt in Proſe, the Wiſe Euſebi 
us, whoſe Piety is equal to his Wit deſigiſ 
thro his whole Book to render Virtu 
amiable, and venerable, and moſt becom 


ing the Profeſſion, and Practice of Gen 


tlemen, and to v epreſent Vice in its ne 


tural Features, as hateful, and ridiculou® 
and moſt diſhonourable_ and reproachf 
to Gentlemen of all Ranks, deſcribin$ 
along the Vanities, and Follies, and Ma 
neſs of the World, and diſcovering. tl 
ſinful Arts, and Snares, and Temptatic 
of it in ſuch a convincing manner, th 


Ihe Dedication. 
muſt be {aid of every one, who can. turn 
Hpoſtate from Virtue after reading this 


Book, that his deſtruction i isof himſelf. 
er I muſt alſo, My Lord, inform Your 


dſhip, that the Second Part, of the 
entleman Inſtructed, is newly Pub- 
J'/bed by unknown Hands, in every reſpect 
equal, and anſwerable to the Firſt, and 
that if it had come under my Direction, 

W would have preſented both, as I com- 
Pnend both, to Your Lordſhip s ſerious pe 
ruſal. Your Lordſhip is now entring on 
ebe Stage of the World, and the Eyes of 
God, and all good Men will be upon You 
g u to obſerve bow You will act Your Part, 
Rand whether you ll follow the instructions 
vbich the Honourable Euſebius gives iu 
this Book to Neander, and in the other to 
Theomachus, or whether forgetting the 
* both of Your Natural, and Spiri- 
tral Birth, and the Sacred Obligations of © 
Dur Baptiſmal Vom, You will let Your * 
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Ih!be Dedication 
be carried off by the great Number of A. 
thieſts, Deiſts, Indifferents, and De. 
Auen among us, whoſe vile Manner 
and Converſation, he deſcribes in both m 
' golden Books, My Lord, You muſt pre. 
+ Eccleſiaſti- are jour * Soul againſt thel 
cus, ü. r. Temptations of theſe Men, 
* whowillbe ſure to aſſail Your Vertue with H 
all their force, and skill. But God, if Jo 
' feek his aſſi ſtance, and Jour own Chriſtianl ix 
| courage, will, Itruſt, preſerve Your Lord 4 
| © ſhip from them; and that Jou may live 7 
to be a bright, beroick, and ſteady Exam 0 
pie of Chr; ian Piety, in a moſt wicfed iD 
and degenerate Age, ſhall be the con/tant {ſti 
and moſt hearty Prayer, my Lord, of | bs 
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7 our Lordſhip's 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 1 5 
Fe 
ur 


Geo, Hickes, 


A. The Publiſher to the Gentry. 


De. Gentlemen, 

1e JRovidence having put the follow- 
Vi ing Dialogues into my Hands, 
pre. take the Boldneſs to offer em to the 
„View of the Publick under your Prote- 
thetion. They were only intended by the 
{en,author for the private Inſtruction of a 
vit Young Nobleman ; on whom they have 
rought ſuch admirable Effects, that its 


wo Pity (methinks) to bury them in Priva- 
ian y, and to confine em to one Cloſet. 
ord be Author's Defign is charitable (I 


am ſure; ) but whether he has been 
Shappy 1 in Execution, I wholly leave to 
your Judgments. He runs through the 
ed, Puty of a Gentleman and of a Chri- 
ant, Aſtian z he points at the ſhorteſt way to 
a f | i IGreatueſs and Goodzeſs, and furniſhes 
you with Materials to live with Ho- 
; nour in this World, and in Glory in the 
next. 
Seeing therefore this little Treatiſe 
comes on ſo kind an Errand, it will ( 
preſume) meet with a Coil Reception 
For Meſſengers of good News are ſeldom 
unwelcome. 


live 
am 


it 


88. 


A 5 But 


= The Publifter to the 
But nothing has emboldened me ſob 9 
much to caſt theſe few Pages at you 
Feet, as ſincere e for your? 
Perſons. Its Wiſdom to have an An. 
tidote at Hand when we ſuſpect Poi. 
[ ſon; and dangerous to viſita Peſt-houſT, 
FT without a Preſervative. Alas, Gentle# 7 
men, you ſuck in Poiſon, you live in 
Infection; s Wealth, Grandeur. and Ex 
ample plot your Ruin, and Flattery diſ-7 = 
guiſes the Danger; Lewd Books are o 
the Cabal, they dart Poiſon to the 
Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes 
and convey Death through Pleaſure. 
In St. Peters Days the Devil made 
his Round to prey on the Unwary $ 
but now he has almoſt eaſed himſelf ot 
that Labour; he acts no more in Perſon 
But by Deputy; he has commiſſion d 
Poets to Rhime you into Deſtructions 
and fees Libertines to argue you into 
Hell; and certainly he has had greater? 
ſucceſs againſt Mankind under the Shape 
of an Anthor, than of a Lyon; your 
Cloſets are ſtockt with defaming Lam- 
poons, lewd Plays, and ſcandalous Po- 
eme; you read theſe helliſh Papers with 
Pleaſure and Tranſport ; They ſoften 
| Nature, 
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GENTRY. | 
A ature, emaſculate the Mind, and by. 


yool Degrees, metamorphoſe the Reader into 
our ds errant a Beaſt as the Poet; the Style 
N A, Fharms, the Expreſſion is luſcious, and 


Poi. the Contrivance no leſs inviting than the 

ou Subject. All theſe petty Artifices con- 
ntl. Ipire to enflame Senſe, to enliven Paſ- 
e in ion, and debauch the Will. 

Ex, Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe 
dit Deſire, Care is taken to ſet off Ladies 
e of with all the Allurements of Eaſineſs 

| and Condeſcendency ; they are diſcard- 
—_ ed not only of Modeſty, but of Same; 
> Fo that, if the Originals reſemble the - 
144 Copies, if the Sex be as ill prepared for- 
ary Defence at home, as on the Stage, the - 
f oy Conqueſt will be made without the Ex. 
«rl pence of Artillery or Bombs. 
onde But this is not enough; the Poets 
n take upon em the Office of Engineers 


ion, 

too; they trace out the Approaches, 
into : | 

ater Point the Cannon, order the Attack, 


and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on. For 
why do they expoſe not only to the 
Eyes in the Play-houſe, but in Print 
po. Paſt Brutalities, but to perſwade you to 
act em over again? And why do they 
enter upon Particulars, but to ſhew you 
the 


#7 


The Publiſher to the 


the Method? They ranſack Mulberry 
Gardens, Epſom-Wells, and other pub 
lick Scenes of Debauchery, for the Sub 
ject of your Entertainment; their Plot 
and Counterplots are only lay'd to tra? 
pan Women, and gull Heirefles ; be. 
ſides, few licentious Intrigues miſcarry. 
This is a fly Innuendo to the Audience 
and the Reader that Succeſs will certain 
ly wait upon their Attempts, and by 
Conſequence tis a ſtrong Provocation to 
enter upon Action. | 
And becauſe Nature bas ſtampt on 
the Face of Vice, Deformity and Hor-% 
rour, theſe ungrateful Features are ſne- 
ded with charming Appellations ; the 
Sin lies out of fight under a Varniſh, 
and nothing appears but the Pleaſure,” 
For this Reaſon the moſt overt Invita- 
tions to Evil muſt be Chriſten'd, Billet. 
doux; Lewdneſs muſt be ſtiled Gallan- At 
try, and the Stews Places of Diverſſon. Tt 
Why are innocent Names put on cri- 8; 
minal Things, but to confound Noti- 
: ons; but to gild over Diſhoneſty, (as] 
1 Apothecaries do Pills) that it may go 
# down without any Checks or Convul- | 
W— H#ons of Conſcience ? 
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Seeing 


GENTRY. 
= Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on 
all ſides, and ſtanding on the Brink of 
2 Deſtruction; and (what is worſe) void of 
Fear, nay, lulled into a mortal Lethargy, 
without any Apprehenſion of your Dan- 
4 ger; I have brought theſe Dialogues to 
your Reſcue, and may aſſure you with 
Z ſome Confidence, they'll prove moſt uſe- 
in- ful and highly beneficial, if you will 
vouchſafe to peruſe em with unprejudi- 
MN to ced Minds and unbyaſs'd Affections. 
> They lay before yourEyesthe moſt im- 
t on portant Parts of your Duty both to God 
Hor-F and Men; the Snares of the World, and 
ſhe- Wiles of the Devil; the Cauſes of your 
the. Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods either to 
niſh,} prevent or retrieve em. And what can you 
ſure. Fdefire more, but a fincere Reſolutionto 
vita - apply theſe Remedies that are deſcrib'd ? 
let I am ſenſible we live in an Age devo- 
ted to Cenſure and Criticiſm ; and there- 


ror. fore I have thought fit to obviate an Oh - 
cri · ¶Jection or two. Some may think the Au- 
Nott- thor treats Quality with too much Free- 
(as om, and Nobility with too little Re- 
y go ſpect: But, Gentlemen, pray remember, 
wal 


there is a great Difference between your 


Perſons and your Vices; theſe be Ho- 
ours, not thoſe, It 


Mask of Pleaſure, almoſt to doatage ; no 


The Publiſher to the 
It were ridiculous to Compliment 
Criminals, or to Reverence Felons on 
the Hurdle ; your Failures are brought 
upon the Scaffold, not for Triumph, 
but for Execution; to receive Puniſn- 
ment, not Applanſe ; What Wonder 
then if he handles roughly thoſe Faults | 
he condemns? If he tears off the Vi- 
zors that conceal a loathſome Deformi- 
ty under a falſe but tempting Superſi- 
cies? He has a mind to diſcounte- 3 
nance Ill, to withdraw you from the 
Embraces of theſe treacherous Syrens, | 
that enchant your Reaſon, and captivate /; 
your Affections in order to murder your 
t 
I 


Souls; that offer you imaginary Plea- 
ſures, to reward your Credulity with 
real Torments. This is certainly a cha- 
ritable Deſign, but withal impracticable, 
unleſs each Vice be haled to the Bar, x, 
and all their Treaſons, Forgeries and In. 
poſtures be brought to light, and proved 
upon 'em as clear as the Day. F 
For, Gentlemen, (give me leave t 
ſpeak freely) you love Vice under th 


thing can wean your Affections from iii R, 
bewitching Charms, but a Devo * 
| ratio 


8E NT RT. 
| ſtration that vou are moſt wretche dl y 
Z impoſed upon. 


ht Others may perchance take it ill that 
h, # 7 

the Author ſports ſometimes upon too 
ch ſerious a Subject, and by conſequence 
ler tranſgreſſes the Rules of Decency. 
I's 7 But you muſt conſider we live in an 
Vi- Age that ranks Seriouſneſs among the 
fl Vices, and Railery a.nong the Vertues. 


Alas, Gentlemen, the Sportive Faculty 
takes place of the Reaſonable ; Rijſibile 


the and Rationale have changed Places fince 
ens. ¶ Ariſtotle's Days; the Propriety has ſtept 
gon into the Definition of Man, and bani- 


7 ſhed his moſt eſſential Ingredient among 
lea- the Accidents. Reaſon without Force 
is out of Faſhion; it muſt appear in a 
* Scaramonche's Dreſs to obtain an Audi- 
$ ence, and muſt bring Delight as well as 
Inſtruction, to be welcome. 

The Author condeſcends to your 
7 Weakneſs; and ſurely you will not 
$ cenſure his Civility, nor burleſque his 
Judgment, for paying Deference to 
your Quality: Beſides, he is ſenſible, 
Vice has been laught into Practice and 
Reputation. and Vertue into Contempt. 
Why therefore may not Vertue regain 


its 


The Publiſher to the Gentry, 
its Poſt by the ſame Method it loſt it ? 


And why may not the Gentry be ſport- | 


ed into their Duty, as they have been 


rallied out of it? Some Poiſons call for 


Treacle, others for Fire: But that of the 


Tarantula muſt be fetch'd out by Muſick, 


A Peal of Laughter enervates the Force 
of this Neapolitan Venom, and a Brace 
of Minutes expell it. Who knows but 


your Diſtemper is of the ſame Nature? 


At leaſt deſperate Diſeaſes are proper for 
Experiments; and tho' no Remedy ſuc- 


ceed, it's a Satisfaction to have applied all. 
In fine, I fling this ſmall Book at your 


Feet, and if you will be pleaſed to per- 
uſe it with Leiſure and Reflection, it 
may not only furniſh you with Inſtru- 


ction, but with Pleaſure ; not ſuch, in- 
deed, as courts Senſe, and gratifies the 
Beaſtial part, but ſuch as is proportio- 


ned to the ſupreme and leading Faculty,} 
ſuch as feaſt a Soul, and regales an [».F 


telligence. 
4 moſt Ob. Servant, 
J. J. D. 
The 


it? The PRE FACE. 


— 
on IVE me Leave, Dear Reader, to 
for uſher in the following Conferences 
the Bvith a Character of the Author, He is dead, 


ick. Bard by Conſequence out of the Reach of Va- 
gow | "hg And # the Regularity of LR 
ace River no hold to Satyr, ſo the Excellency 
but f his Vertues raiſe him above Flattery. 
re? Many Reaſons perſwade me to conceal his 
for Name; but more to publiſh his rare Merits. 
= Example has ſtrange Attractives; the 
ay to Vertue by Precepts ( as the Philo- 
opher notes) is long, but by Example ſhort 
and eaſrte + Like the Laconick Dialedt it 


ſuc- 
all. 
our 


r * * 0 A 
* pxpreſſes much in a little, and drives Ar- 
Nu. puments more home than Logick or Rhe- 
in. Forick. Seeing therefore, Gentlemen have 


the Fontinnally before their Eyes ſo many Sta- 
fues of Vice in all Poſtures, it's time to 
reſent em with one of Vertue, that they 
Tz. na be convinc'd, Piety is within their 
Reach, as well as within their Obligati- 
n; and that they may live within the 
ircle of their Duty, without ſtepping out of 
he World, or debarring themſelves the 
D Freedom of Society and Converſation. | 
N And, indeed, the Life of this Gentle- 


Man 


The 


The PREFACE. 7 
man is a plain and ſtanding Evidence, 
that Men transform Palaces into Places 
f Debauchery, not Palaces Men into De- 
banchees ; and that Courts would be inno- 
cent, if Conrtiers could reſolve to remain ſo. 

Euſebius was of 4 Family as ancient asf; 
the Conqueſt ; and, what is particular in; 
all the Civil Wars and Revolutions offi 
State, his Anceſtors were ſo happy, as to 
ſtand by their Prince in ſpight of Faction 
and Intereſt, nor could they ever be pre- f 
vailed upon to part with their Loyalty for 
any Proſpect of Preferment, They choſe 
rather to fall in the Defence of Tuſtice, than 
to triumph with proſperous Uſurpers, © 

Euſebius had the good Fortune to by 
born of a Mother, whoſe Wiſdom vied wit. 
her Piety, and both, indeed, were extra 
ordinary. She trained him up from thi 
Cradle in the Duties of a Chriſtian ;, and, © x 
may ſay, he both loved God, and feared him j 
fo ſoon as he was able to frame a right No! 
tion of his Perfection: And theſe firſt Im 
preſſions ſunk ſo deep, that neither Age nd 
Employment were able to wear en off. | 

He was ſent to the Omniverſity unde 
the Condu of a prudent Governour, wh 
endeavour d by Precept and Example 


7 


\ 
1 
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The PREFACE. 
ence, 
laces Mother had ſowed ſo early. He applied 
De- piarſelf to Philoſophy with Eagerneſs and 
Appetite, and made a Progreſs anſwerable 
Vo his piercing Wit and alſeduons Applica- 
ation; yet he always lookt on Learning as 
ehe Acceſſory, and Piety as the Princi- 
pal: That (he ſaid) was a meer Eu- 
Bbellihment, this an indiſpenſible Duty: 
Co that in Reality this was his Buſeneſs, 
pre- that his Diverſion. 
e Net he was none of thoſe Plodders, who 
choſe ſſcem to diſband from Company, and to for- 
than ſſwear Converſation; who place Vertue in 
© Sowreneſs, and confound Piety with Spleen, 
fo No; he was free, eaſie and chearful, and 
| With never refuſed to partake of thoſe Sports 
ætraſſ that recreate the Mind, and eaſe the Bo- 
ve th! dy, without prejudice to Conſcience, To 
na, pawn Innocence for Pleaſure, (ſaid he.) 
nis to over-rate the one, and to under- 
t NoF value the other. To laugh whilſt we 


ſt Inf ſin, is in ſome ſort) to renew the bar- 
ge 10 barous Cruelty of Nero, who play'd 
fe. tt while Rome burned ; or the fooliſh Te- 
undei 


merity of the Indian Philoſopher, who 
A. ſung on the funeral Pile. | 
og! 


7 


gazed 


mprove in him thoſe Seeds of Vertue his 


Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduct war 


9 * 


The PREFACE. 


gazed at, in a Place, where Youth gives 
more time to the Practice of Epicurus, 
Morals, than to the Study of Ariſtotle's 
. Philoſophy; or where at leaſt learning isMi 
more a la mode than Piety ; but this Ad- Ii: 
miration ſoon paſs'd into Eſteem, and he 
who at firſt was look'd on as a Monſter, 
in Proceſs of time was ſtyled an Angel. 
He left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp. 5 
and made feveral Campaigns under N. N.%h 
Neither Intereſt nor Ambition called him 
into the Field; the only Aim of his Reſo-% 
lution was to learn the Myſteries of War, 
that he might be one Day in a Capacity to 
ſerve his Prince with Honour, and hig 
Country with ſucceſs, VET 
Piety ſeldom follows an Army. SoldiersWi 
ſeem to leave Conſcience in their Winter- 
Quarters, as well as Religion, that they i 
may ſin without Check, and be damned II 
without 8 Euſebius diſap- 
proved this ill Husbandry, Our Care 
(id he) muſt riſe with the Danger; 14 
and ſeeing we are not aſſured of an 
Hour, it's Madneſs to negle& our Soul Wit 
one Moment. I ſuppoſe, ( continuedo 
he to a Friend ) when we put on a Red 
Coat, we put not off Chriſtianity, nor |; 
TECELVE 


* 
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The PREFACE; 


eceive a Commiſſion from God to live 
at Pleaſure, when we enter into the Ser- 
ice of our Prince; no, no; let us die 
ike Men, but live like Chriſtians ; this 


Iss the only way to leave an honourable 


Memory in this World, and to find a 


F$olorious Reception in the next. 


His Life in the Camp was anſwerable to 


Vi, Principles, he prayed half an Hour on 
Vi, Knees Morning and Evening, and ne- 
Her omitted to be preſent at publick Pray- 
ere, when he was not on Duty; he would 
Wrcver ſuffer either prophane or obſcene Diſ- 


Fourſe. For (ſaid he) it's hard to hear 


ithout Sin thoſe things that can't be 


poke without Offence; to permit Crimes 


is to abett 'em. When he conld not ex- 
uſe an Officer's Fault, he always leſſen d 


; and ſpoke ill of no Body but himſelf. 
He compared Detractors to your Italian 
EBravoes, who attack People behind, and 


ab Bodies at unawares, whilſt thoſe kill 


. a Man's Reputation. | 


One Day an Officer told him, War called 


for Courage, not Vertue; that Reſoluti- 


on carried the Day, not Conſcience. 


That is (replied he) Ambition chal- 
lenges the time of War, Diverſion the 
| time 


| The PREFACE. 
time of Peace, and Sin every Moment! 
of your Life; but then who will claim 
the Moment of your Death? God 
Alas, Sir, you'll neither have the time 
nor the Thought to diſpoſe of it ſo ad 
vantageouſly; as you live in Sin, ſo inf 
all Probability you'll die in it. You ard 
miſtaken, Sir; Sin enervates the Mind, 
not Piety; and could we read tha 
Thoughts of our Soldiers, we' ſhould 
find too little Conſcience drove more oF 
em out of the Field at the Battle of N. 
than too much. A Man muſt be either an 
Atheiſt, or mad, to front Danger in Sin 
Fuſebius proved beyond Demonſtration 
that Vertue is no Enemy to Valour ; bi 
breathed nothing but Sieges, Battels an 
Expeditions; he went to Combats witli 
as compoſed a Countenance, as other 
march to Triumphs , and, like Hannibal 
was the firſt in the Field, and the la 
out Mit; he generally ask'd the moſt da 
gerous Poſt, and ſought Perils, as if | 
had a mind to fall, yet he always can b. 
off with Safety and Applauſe 5 ProvidenWo; 
ſeemed to have made him Proof again a 
Ball and Sword, and his Vertue armes 


bim againſt Fear. 
| Bein 


The PREFACE. 


ment Being challenged once to a Duel, he an- 
ain ver d coldly, Sir, though I fear not your 
GodWword, I tremble at my Maker's Anger; 
time ſ dare venture my Life in a good Cauſe, 
ad put cannot hazzard my Soul in a bad 
ſo inffþne. I'll charge up to the Cannon's 
u ar Mouth, but want Courage to ſtorm 
find Hell. And when a Friend told him, he 

thelruſt either Fight, or forfeit his Honour, 
ouldFou are miſtaken, ( replied Euſebius) 
re OH gain Honour by my Diſgrace, and 
ft Nhew the World I am no Coward, by 
er an laring cenſure and obloquy. He is 
1 SinFouragious and brave, who ſtands up 
ation for Conſcience againſt the falſe but 
; Mprevailing Maxims of Cuſtom and O- 
and ſpinion, not he, who betrays his Duty, 


t herſſtation, than a real Crime. Euſebius 
nibalYreturned from the Army with Glory, and 
brought off his Piety in Triumph. He was 


dau received by his Maſter with open Arms, and 
if Madvanc d to an honourable Poſt. He la- 


can bour d for his Benefitor's Intereſt, not his 
own ; and uſed to ſay The Hrince ſhould 
1Falways carry off the Profit, and the Sub- 
ermeſſ ject the Glory of doing well. 


He 


' bis Words, and he never promiſed a Fa- 


The PREFACE. 
Fe could not endure to purchaſe Atten- 
dants with fair Promiſes, and then to re- 
ward their ExpeFation with Diſappoint- N 


ment. His Intentions were as ſincere as 


vour, but he deſigned it. He could not en- Ir 
dure to tantalize Pretendants with gay 
Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs em with 
an airy Compliment. This is ( ſaid he) to 
ſpend their time, and drain their Purſe, 
with inſignificant Waiting, to tempt 
their Patience, and in the End to draw 
'em to be your Enemies. 

Euſebius found at laſt, that Innocence 
i not above the reach of Envy, and thai ſio 
in Court. Vertue is often puniſh'd, and in 
Vice rewarded. A Club of Courtiers ca- 
bal'd againſt him, and perſwaded ther. 
Prince to diſcard bim. He bore this Dion 
grace with an Evenneſs of Temper, that 
furprized his Enemies, and, like the Sunſſpe 
in an Eclipſe, all gazed on him with Ad. ai 
miration. Though he was overpowered oo: 
he could not be overcome. He look'd brigh-Weſ. 
ter under a Cloud, than in the full Meri 
dian of his Grandeur, and all concludedfev 
he was no leſs in Misfortune, than be 


had been in the higbeſt Splendour of Gl 4 
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A Friend tempted him to ſtrike in with 
Faction againſt his Prince; but he re- 
ed the Propoſition with Indignation 
1d Horror. No, ( ſaid he) I had ra- 
er be wretched without a Fault, than 
reat with a Crime: Duty call'd me to 
ny Maſter's Service, not Intereſt; and 
rather pawn my Life, than forfeit - 
y Loyalty ; my high Pretenſions lie in 
he other World, not in this; my 
prince raiſed me to a conſiderable For- 
une, now he thinks fit to diſcharge me, 
thank him for the Favour, and not 
epine at his Juſtice. I accepted the Sta- 
ion at his Command with Gratitude, 
nd I quit it with Reſignation. 

He was received again into Favour yet 
is unexpetted Tura wrought no Altera- 
ion in his Humour; he roſe with the ſame 
nconcernedneſs he fell ; he was above 


Sunſlie Charms of Proſperity, and Proof a- 
Ad. Jeinſt the Stroke of Adverſity ; neither 
ered od Fortune puft him up, nor bad de- 
righeſs d him; he never thought of Reveng- 
Heri thoſe Aﬀronts he had received from his 
udedſfuvals, but njed his Power with Mo- 
1 he B ' deration, 


or). 
A 


The PREF ACE. 
deration, and returned Civilitz for Un 
kindneſs. | 

He retired at the Revolution from Buſi. 
neſt, and gave himſelf wholly to the Pra- . 
.etice of Vertue ; he was advanc'd in Tears 
and reſolved to devote the Remainder of 
. his Days to. Eternity. I may die ſoon 
( ſaid he) but can't live long; it's Pru- 
dence therefore to manage every Mo 
ment as the laſt, becauſe it may be ſo, 
He diſcharged his Debts immediately, ſay 
ing, this was too preſſing and too 
important a Buſineſs, to be truſted to an, 
Hours Integrity, that many ſuffer in tha. 
next Werld for a Succeflor's Neglect inf; 
this, | . 

One that lived ſo well, could not dit * 
ill ; for every Man's Death is a Copy off; 
his Life, and exactly reſembles the Ori; 
ginal. In his laſt Sickneſs he ſhewed alhn 
the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Pichh, 
ty of a Chriſtian ;, he bore the Dolonrs « 
his Diſtemper not only with Patience, buſpie 
Tranſport, and look'd Death in the Fad, 

with the ſame Ondauntedneſs he oficij 
beheld the Enemy in Battel. Sir, ( ſaihe; 


n 
u 
h 
$ 
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Uni. ts his Nephew ſtending by ) remember 

on are born to the ſame Fate, yon 
buſi ay read your Deſtiny in amine ; you 
Fra: vill once be in the ſame Ciroumſtances 
ou ſee me; you know not” when you 
ſt take the Jaſt Farewel of Life; 
Death ſteals upon us like a Thief, and 
rikes without Noiſe, without Warn- 
ng: Seeing therefore you are never ſe- 
Fure, be always prepared ; leave no- 
hing to Chance or Hazard; a Surprize 
toq;s poſſible, and (what is worſe) irrepa- 


O alFable. Never pretend to ſhew your Wit 


y diſputing Principles, nor think you 
Pn your Reaſon moſt, when you leaſt 
own your Faith. This is to place Wit 
In Folly, and Reaſon in Impiety. Pra- 
Miſe Vertue, this is your only Buſineſs, 
t will make you content in this World, 
and open a fair Proſpect of Felicity to 
he next. 

urs Hi, Words ſeem d tipt with Fire, they 
pierced the Hearts of all that were pre- 
ent, and warmed their Afectiams; whilſt 
Meſhll mourned, he alone was joyful. In fine, 


ecommending his Soul to the Mercy of 
B 2 his 


The PREFACE. | 
his Redeemer, he gently expired, leaving 
behind a Pattern for Gentlemen's Imi ta- 
tion. Thus died Euſebius a Scholar, 
Soldier, and Courtier, and in all theſe 
States a Saint, 

Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, 
they may be Great and Good; and that 
they may diſcharge themſelves with Glory 
of all the Offices of Society, without betray: 
ing the Duty of a Chriſtian. | 
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DIALOGUE LIL. 


Neander 4 Young Gentleman deſires Eu- 
ſebius to inſtruct him in the Duty of a 
Gentleman. 


Euſebius. * 


Elcome, Dear Neander: 
. What fair Wind has 
blown me the Fa- 
vour of ſo early a Viſit? This is extraordi- 
nary. 

eander. Pray; Why ſo ? my Buſineſs has 
been up and abroad, theſe two Hours; is it 

not high time to follow it? | 
Euſ. Ay! But our Town Sparks have 
ſomething of the Owl, they riſe at Night, 
and lie . Koh in the Morning. They ob- 
ſerve a moſt exact Symmetry in diſorder, 
and like Lohſters go backwards; in a word, 
they turn. Nature Topſie-turvie, or read it 
B 3 back- 


( 


1 A Gentleman iuſtructed, &c. 
backwards : It's Genteel and Modiſh to out 
1 Sun, and an Argument of Peaſantry 
to do like other Men. l 
Mean. I have leſt the College too lately 
to be acquainted with the Cuſtoms of thi 
Town? I have not open'd the Ceremonial 
nor N the Ritual a la mode: Yet me 
thinks, to turn Night into Day is an od 
Metamorphoſis: Nature (ſure) never in 
tended Eyes for Darkneſs: Gloe-worm 
indeed are obliged to Night, it fers *em off 
and makes their faint Luſtre ſparkle wit! 
more eclat. But why Men ſhould dote o. 
Shades and range in Obſcurity, I can't di 
vine, unleſs they long to duel with Poſt 
and try a Rubber at Loggerheads; in ſhort 
it's a Battiſh Humour, and jars with my Con 
ſtitution. | 
Euſ. For all that, you muſt take up wat! 
Night; and be reconcil'd to Darkneſs, i 
you intend to ſtand fair with our own Tow: 
Sparks; they are of the Family of Magara 
true Sons of Night and Erebus. Light ſtrike 
too hard on their Eyes, it dazles em lik: 
Opium It even 5 on the Brain and ſtu 
pifies; but then, towards the Evening the 
return to themſelves, and adjourn to the Ta 
vern, and from thence ſally out upon th: 
Watch, and manfully ſtorm Glaſswindow 
In fine, Their Buſineſs and Reaſon ſleep it 
the day, and riſe when Wiſe Men go * 
5 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &. 3 
Now I ſuppoſe you intend to enter into 
he Confraternity, you'll not want moſt kind 
Invitations : Theſe Blades lie on the Catch; 
and place Centinels on Oxford Road to give 

otice when a Prize draws near; that is, 
when a Gentleman leaves the College; and 
then they fly to the Innocent Youth like Ea- 
gles to the Quarry; they proffer their Ser- 
vice, admire his Parts, Compliment him into 


YSnares, wheedle him into Debauchery, Emp- 


ty his Pockets, Wound his Soul, Stab his 
Reputation; and when they have Martyr'd 
his Innocence, and Imbezzled his Eſtate, kick 
him out of their Company, and ſo exit the 
Young Squire. 

Mean. A Man (I ſee) muſt carry his Wits 
about him at London; he muſt ſtand on his 
Guard to prevent a Surprize, and ſuſpect 
Friends, not to be over-reach'd by Enemies. 
Like the Lion he muſt ſleep with his Eyes o- 

n: Well; a danger foreſeen is half avoid- 
ed. Euſebius, T have been diſordered ſince 
my arrival, and thought laſt Night more 
Hours, than I flept Minntes. 

Euſeb. What! are you ſmitten ſo ſoon ? 
Some Female Beauty has (I ſuppoſe) ſtorm'd 
your Heart, and Good-nature has beat the 


J Chamade. The Articles are (no doubt) 


drawn up and Signed; unleſs perchance 
you reſolve to ſurrender at Diſcretion : But 
in good earneſt, Has Liberty given you a 

B 4 Surfeit? 


3 Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 


Surfeit? Has Freedom gall'd you? Will y N 
try how neatly you can dance in Fetter E. 
and caper in Trammels? This is a Sample 8 
Univerſity Breeding; your Collegians are MW tl 
pack of awkard Animals, full of Wit, buou! 
without judgment to manage it; one woulYor « 
think they ſtudied not to grow Wile, buſfſot t 


Fools; to loſe their Reaſon, or to forget t 
Uſe of it. They no, ſooner enter into t 
World, but, like Children, they chace eve 
Butterfly, and run on the Spur to their Rui M. 
Ah; Dear Neander! take Care; a precipYnd 
tate Choice makes way for a long Repei 
tance; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love, ti 
will quickly fan em into a Flame; a gree 
Wound is eaſily healed, but a feſtered On 
ends in a Gangreen. 
Nean.. Under Favour, you run riot on. 
falſe Conjecture. I am not Heart-Sick, b 
Town-Sick. | | 
Euſeb. Town-Sick! This is, without pe 
adventure, an Outlandiſh Diſtemper; theFhat 
is not one Recipe for it in our London DiJſ 
penſatory: However, the Diſeaſe is not daſyith 
gerous, for I find no mention of it in olfPue/ 
Weekly Bills of Mortality; in what MoulPlac 
for God's Sake, were you caſt ? Surely yoont: 
are of ſome more refined, more CeleſtiFor, 


Temper, than other Gentlemen, withofGen! 
Senſe, without Pathon ; in fine, all Angepnd 
all Seraphim. Buſt 


Nes 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 5 
Mau. Not ſo neither. 

Euſeb. What then? 

Man. Why, Sir? I am a Man, ſubjeQ to 
| the Infirmities of Human Nature ; but I 
Would not willingly ſurrender my Reaſon, 
or quit the Privilege of Nature; I would 
ot throw up my Claim to Heaven for any 
arthly Pretenſion: In fine, I have no Incli- 
ation to go to Graſs with Nebuchadonozor ; 
or to lie in the ſame Bed with Brutes. Iam 
Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian by Grace, 
nd would neither debar my Reaſon, nor 
hrow a Scandal upon my Profeſſion: In a 
Vord, I'll fave my Soul. 

Euſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee ; I 
Omas juſt lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at 
Athens) to find a Man in London. I thought 
Fiety had taken leave of our Nation, and 
hat Chriſtianity had flown over to the Con- 
inent; but, God be thank'd, we have left 
mong us one Man, and one Chriſtian ; ſo 
theFhat the whole Species is not extindt. We 
Diflive in a mad World, without Method, 
ithont Order; we ſeem to play at Croſs 
Sueſtzons Vertue and Vice have changed 
aces, and almoſt Names, and even Wat is 
onfounded with Folly ; Reaſon conſiſts no 
more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of it. 
entlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, 
ind draw Fame from Impiety ; the whole 
Buſineſs of Chriſtians lies in confuting their 
Net B 5 Beliet 
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Belief by their Practice: Theſe monſtrous Ir Re 


regularities have (more than once) moved ju 
me to ſuſpect, that the moſt Wiſe, and Think V orſ 
ing part of Mankind is coop d up in Bedlame a 
whilſt Mad-men and Fools range about thi$:) | 
Town in Coaches. Viz 


This Man whines away at a Strumpet he 
Feet, his Eſtate, his Health, and his Sou 
too; another drowns his Reaſon in Clarence 

and Canary; he plays the Brute all the Weeks 1 
and riſes a Man on Sunday Morning : A Third 
delivers himſelf up to his Palate, and con Now 
demns his Wit to drudge for his Gluttony 
he judges of Meats by the Price, not by the 
Taſt; and thoſe only regale his Appetite 
that drain his Purſe; his Study is to provoke 
Hunger, not to lay it, and ſeldom riſes from 
the Table, till a Surfeit forces him to call for 
2 Baſon. SID 

A Fourth has perchance received the Lye,andneſs 

in a Huff bauls out for Satisfaction, (i. e.) aſhis 

Stab; the Stage is prepared, and up the He- on 
Fors jump with drawn Swords, (like the Ro- our 
man Slaves) to give Diverſion to the Specta-Idaſſ 
tors: If this be not Folly and Madneſs with- at a 
out Maſque or Diſguiſe, pray give me their wil! 

Definition; it's hard to determine whether Band 

this Conduct be a fitter Object for Heracli- you 
tus Tears, or Democritus's Laughter; it's a Bleſs 

Compound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein a u 

of Folly runs throughout the whole Maſs. dio 
Religion Ito 


A Gentleman inſiruFed, &c. 7 
Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and 
juſt regarded as much. Methinks our 
orſhip ſmells ſomething of Paganiſin, for 
7e adore God (as the Heathens did Hercu- 
&:) with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, 
Viz.) of Oaths and Blaſphemies; this is 
he only Homage we think fit to pay our 
aker; and indeed it is a kind of Recogni- 
Wance; and is fo far commendable, as it puts 
is in Mind there is ſuch a thing to believe 
n, and to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. 
ſow why we ſhould be ſo ſparing of our Pray: 
rs is a hard Queſtion. | 
Some may perchance imagine the Poſture 
df a Suppliant is below an Engliſþ Courage; 
Peſides, it's an uneaſie Figure, and argues 
omtnuch Want or great Covetouſieſs, two hea- 
vy Imputations for a Gentleman; moreover, 
Kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and Baſe- 
neſs ; for I was once told, that a Yeoman on 
) afſſhis Legs was taller and greater than a Prince 
Le- Jon his Knees: This is a rough Draught of 
No- Jour Town Wit and Religion, without one 
ta- daſh of Satyr, or Hyperbole: They are both 
th- at a low Ebb, and God knows when the Tide 
eir will turn. Neander, ſtand on your Guard, 
er land look to your Conſcience, as well as to 
li- your Purſe; for I aſſure you, the one is in 
2 Bleſs Danger than the other; unleſs you carry 
in Ia watchtul Eye over your Thoughts and A- 
ions, you will fall into Snares that are laid 
N Eto entrap Innocence. Nean. 


— 8 


A Gentleman inſtruFed, &c. | 
Neand. However, Surely God has not ti 
ed up our Duty to e ee he tell 
us, his Yoke is eaſie and his Burthen light Ni 
and then aſſures us by the Mouth of his Apo 
ſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſſ 
to the Temptation; we may therefore dif 
charge our ſelves of all the Offices of Lit 
and Converſation, without overlooking the 
Duty of a Chriſtian; for certainly God ne 
ver framed our Tongue for Silence, nor our : 
Reaſon for Solitude; we may handle em both 
right; as well as wrong, and employ em to 
a good Uſe, no leſs than to an ill one. I hope 
there is no neceſſity of failing into Ft, and 
of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebars Ni 
nor of running into a Convent, or of receiving 
Holy Orders at Rome; for though theſe Good 
Fathers may walk pretty ſecurely to Heaven,. 
yet I underſtand they make the Voyage a- 
lone: Now I feel no Charms in Celibacy ; 
and beſides, they are by Law diſſeized not 
only of their Birth-right, but even of the Be. 
nefit of the Clergy; ſo that they can claim 
no Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Pro- Au. 
perty but the Gallows. I have no Inclinati- 
on to fling up my Eſtate, and as little to lay 
it at the Mercy of Greedy Favourites; nor to 
fly to Heaven by the way of Tiburn: I would 
not withdraw from Society, nor forfwear 
Company, nor (like old Timon) disband from 


my own Species. 
Euſeb. 


A Gentleman inſtruced, &c. 9 
Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God condemns 
s not, as Pharaoh, to the Drudgery of ma- 
king Bricks without furniſhing us with Mate- 
jals; he Proportions his Grace to our Wants, 
and never commands us to fight on unequal . 
erms; the Advantage lies on our ſide, and 
if we give our Adverſary the higher Ground, 
Pur Defeat muſt lie at out own Door; we 

ay be over-come, but can't be over-power- 
ad; our Cowardice gives Temptation the day, 
not our Weakneſs. - 

Beſides, Vertue is not confin'd to Place 
or Condition; it may be practiſed in Towns 
ds well as in Deſarts; and no leſs by Cour- 
Heers than Peaſants: nay it ſhines (methinks) 
a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 
>0Bvith Pomp and Majeſty; for what can even 
en, Fancy paint more Charming and more Glo- 
a- rious than Grandees neither abject in Ad- 
z Ferſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity; than 
not Courtiers peaceable in the noiſe of Affairs, 
Be · NTemperate in the midſt of Exceſs, unchange- 
um ſble in Viciſſitudes, and conſtant in all the 
tirns of Fortune; untainted with Luſts, 
tompoſed- in Tumults, and ſmiling at all 
loſe things, that are either expected or 
eared. by others; than Men who have the 
uld Power to do what they will, and the Will 
do nothing but what is juſt and reaſona- 
e? This is no Platonick but a Chriſtian 
ertue; it is not only found in Fiction and 
Romance, 
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Romance, but has been commended to Pra · Nad 
Eticez it has appeared more than once on 
our Horizon, ſupported by Dignity, and wait- 
ed on by all the Magnificence of Power and 
Royalty: you may therefore hold your E- f B 
ſtate without flinging up your Title to Hea · lac 
ven. : 
Nean. Indeed had Providence cut off my Var 
Claim to Heaven, when it entruſted me with No, 
a Lordſhip, I ſhould have been no Gainer byſhy I 
the Bleſſing; notwithſtandingthough Vertuetonfi 
be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, Ihy I 
ſhall, without Queſtion, be miſerable: LetÞmpl 
me therefore deſire you to favour me withÞLoya 
ſome Rules, by which I may ſhape my Courſe ;Þroug 
ou have ſtemm d the Tides of Youth, andſive 
at back Temptation with Courage andſoone 
Succeſs; thoſe Waves that have paſt by you, Prou- 
ruſh on me; ſo that the Danger is certain, ſi 
my Eſcape doubtful. I fling my ſelf into 
our Arms. I have at leaſt learnt the firſt 
ſſon of Prudence, viz. To ſubmit to the 
Advice of thoſe whom Age and Experience 
have ſufficiently inſtructed. | 
Euſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet [ 
am not (God be thank d) aſham'd to live, o 
afraid to die; I neither contemn Life, nor 
overvalue it; and therefore expect my quieti 
eft with Patience, and will welcome my Dif: 
charge. I have withdrawn from the Hurr 
and Tumult of Worldly Affairs, and oy 
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zad a Retired, but not an Ignoble Life: I 
ave my laſt Farewel to the Court, not by 
orce, but Choice ; and indeed, it deſerves 
zo Thought but of Contempt. I have taſted 
f Bad. Fortune, and of d; but never 
laced my Happineſs in the one, or my Mi- 
Try in the other; nor have I entred into the 
1y World like a Mute, meerly to fill the Stage: 
thiNo, I once made no contemptible Figure by 
by ny Prince's Benevolence, and though in the 
ueſtonfuſion of the Government, I tell from 
„Iny Poſt, I carried off my Honeſty in Tri- 
ctÞmph, and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my 
ich Loyalty; yet, God be prais'd, I am not 
ſe;þrought to the Basket; though I had rather 
ndfive on Charity than Rapine, and wou'd 
ndfooner earn my Bread by the Sweat of my 
ou,Prow, than of my Conſcience. In my Re- 
in irement, I have had occaſion to ſtudy Things, 
ntond to Reflect on Men, and have made Ob- 
irſtffervations on both, ſo that I am not quite 
theÞnprovided of thoſe Qualities the Office you 
nce$mpoſe upon me requires: I'll therefore rake 
de Liberty to counſel you as a Friend, not 
a Maſter, let us retire into my Cloſer. 


DIA- 
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C 

DIALOGUE u. + 

2M 

Euſebius inſtrucb e Neander in the Dut re : 
of a Chriſtian. om 

| ace 

Euſeb. Ye? U muſt act two Parts; of Mhe 
EM Gentleman, and of a ChriſtianYnd 


We'll diſcourſe of the latter at our next 
meeting, and at preſent only touch the for 
mer. Some Gentlemen keep up to thei 
Character without the advantageous Helps of 
Precepts, or Education; you may rea 
their Birth on their Faces; their Gate an 
Mein tell their Quality; they both Charn 
and Awe, and at the fame time flaſh Lov: 
and Reverence; their Extraction glitter 
under all Diſguiſes; it ſparkles in Sackclothv1 
and breaks through all the Clouds of Pover 
ty and Misfortune; there is a je ne ſcay qu 
in their whole Demeanour, that tears of 
the Vizor, and diſcovers Nobility though | 
ſculks iucognito; they are reſerved withou 
Pride; and familiar without Meanneſs; the) 
time their Behaviour to Circumſtances, anqporte 
know when to ſtand on tip-toe, and when 
to ſtoop: In fine, their moſt trivial Act 
_ are Great, and their Diſcourſe is No; 

e. 


Othe 
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Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame 
uality ; one would ſwear Nature intended 

frame em for the Dray, and Chance flung 

em into the World with an Eſcutcheon: They 
re all of a piece, Clown without, and Cox- 
omb within; and ſo like Foplingtons are 
aced with Titles to play the Ape by Patent: 
heſe of the firſt Claſſe need no Precepts, 
nd thoſe of the ſecond deſerve none; how- 
rer, Counſel may be uſeful to others; for 

Sehaviour is acquired like other Arts, by 

mudy and Application. | | 


| J. ' 4 
anY To begin the Part of a Gentleman, per- 
rnwade your ſelf, it's your Duty, and Intereſt 
o att it well; for whoſoever looks upon it 
s a matter of ſmall Concern will come off 

ith Diſ-eſteem ; he will follow the Bent of 
ature, and ſwim down the Stream of In- 
lination, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for 
rho will balk Humour, or fence againſt ill 
uſtoms for nothing? This I take to be the 
eaſon, why ſo many in Converſation fall 
below their Station; they fanſie a Title ſup- 
ported with Means, places em in a Region 
above the Niceties of Breeding ; that a Sir 
p11ds the moſt unbeſeeming Behaviour, and 
2 Coronet dignifies Ruſticity ; but this is a 
niſtake; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the 
rowd, ſo they lie more open to View and 
| Cenſure: 


her 
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Cenſure : For Actions are not rated by Mam 
but Men by Actions; and if theſe ſmell Nuous 
the Clown, or fuit with the Peaſant, Rigiſur L 
Worſhipfull muſt be content with thoſe Title Heir 
for the Mob knows well enough, that Gajſread 
tlemen can claim no Reſpe& from Natureir 
they are all of the ſame Matter, and the Ses, 
of a Laxarus is of as refined a Metal as thiſeith 
of Dives; and therefore, if they ſee no aſſle b. 
vantage, on Quality's ſide, but a Coach an} Be: 
Six; they be apt to think themſelves as goc 
Men as their Maſters, though not ſo Ric 
and that they are beholden more to Chan 


or Injuſtice for their Fortune, than to My ta 
rit. ie 
II. Your 

, oſe 


Let not your Family be the e el 
your Diſcourſe, nor fling the Regiſters « 
your Genealogy on the Table before all Cone 
pany ; this Topick is both Fulſom and U 
genteel; it's a threw'd Argument you are b 
of Conceit, and more obliged to your A 
ceſtors for your Blood, than for your Witſftice 
though your Great Grandfather rode AQÞpour 
miral at Sea with 20001. per annum, if heh: 
lett Poſterity no other Mark of his Great 
neſs, but his Vices, I ſhall rank him amon 
the moſt wretched Creatures that ever bre Eur 
thed, ſeeing the height of his Station oni 
rais d him above the Vulgar to A” by 
Sham 
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Mi bame, and render his infamy more perſpi- 
ell Vous; it's a Madneſs to take the meaſure of 
ir Deſerts by the parts of our Forefathers, 
eir Perſonal Worth adds not one Hairs 
Wreadth to our Stature: We may enter upon 
eir Eſtates, and perchance upon their Ti- 
es, but not upon their Vertues; theſe are 
either entailed on the Family, nor aliena- 
Die by any deed of Conveyance. 
Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the 
Dead, may fall upon the Stench inſtead of 
ich erfumes; for after Enquiry, who knows 
anqut you may find the Source of your Nobili- 
y tainted with Treaſon, and that the very 
itle you bear is the price of Diſloyalty ? 
low though, according to the Proverb, 
ofe Children ars happy whoſe Parents are in 


t el; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not boaſt 
's Ff the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Fa- 
zonher is miſerable : Let your Anceſtors there- 


dre ſleep in their Graves, and be not fo 
ooliſh as to diſturb em by your Vanity; a- 
lopt their Vertnes by Imitation and Pra- 
ice; but have a care of their Vices. I ho- 
jour Nobility ſet off with Merit, but when 
Se has no other Prop than Money and Patent; 
always compare it to thoſe proud Temples 
Ff Egypt, that under Gilt Frontiſpieces, and 
ur d Vaults, lodged nothing but Statues 
f Rats and Crocodiles. I value more an In- 
Pocent Ploughman, than a Vicious Prince : 
An 
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and prefer his Nobility who has built a greſ . 
Fortune, upon Worth and Vertue, before h 
who by Succeſſion receives one. 


III. 

As it's ungenteel to boaſt of our FamilÞo am 
ſo fr's no leſs Mean and Childith to ſpeni 
Rhetorick on our Performances. If yojpallov 
Prince and Country honour you with a hi; umu 
Employment, either in the Camp or i Tire 
Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt wind ev 
Reputation: deſerve Panegyrick, but plaſſe Ki 
not the Orator your ſelf; though you are ondu 
Eloguent as Tully, you'll only labour to ſpoſortes 


a good Subject, and whilſt you vainly ſet oy M 
our own Feats, you'll meet with nothin's at 
ut Shame and Infamy. N. NM. was an exceÞade 


row. 
lore g 
e 81 
tin. 


lent Souldier, he feared nothing but Fez 
he choſe always the Van, and was often ti 
firſt Man on the Breach ; all admir'd his Co 
rage and prais'd it; and even thoſe wh 
diſapproved his Conduct, did Juſtice to hin of 
Valour ; but this Gentleman loſt at Table H. 
the Glory he had won in the Field, and tallfther 
ed away in his Winter Quarters the Honours, 
he had purchaſed the whole Campaign. 
did this, {aid he, at the Siege of R. and this 1 
the Battle of *; had I not ſeized on ſuch Ave 
Poſt at , the Army had been in Dangerſtecat 
One would have thought all the Generals ans un 

Souldiers had been in Garriſon, and that Mules 
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with his ſmall Brigade alone, defeated 
e Deſigns of the French. This overgrown 
anity coſt him dear ; for inſtead of gainin 
je Reputation of a General, he went o 
ith that of a Fop, and all concluded he was 
do ambitious of Praiſe to deſerve any. Your 
2ep Rivers move with a ſilent Majeſty, 
allow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and 
Jumult among Pebbles. The great Marſhal 
Tureme never ſpoke of himſelf, but forc d, 
d even then, with Modeſty : and though 
e King was wholly indebted to the wiſe 
onduct of this Gallant Man for many Vi- 
ories, yet he never ſaid ſo: No, he wou'd 
t oy Miſcarriages at his own Door, and Suc- 
fs at that of his Officers and Souldiers ; this 
Sade him appear great even in his Over- 
row, and generally his Moderation was 
lore glorious to him than Victory. Imitate 
oe Silence of this Hero, not the noifte Im- 
whicrtinence of Fools; carry off the Satisfacti- 
$2 of great Actions, and let others go with 
De Honour of praiſing 'em, and let People 
Ather learn your Atchievements at the Stati- 
joufjaers, than at your Table. 


's 2 IV. 

h Avoid the modith Rant of Oaths, and Im- 

xerirecations: It's an ungenteel Dialect, as well 

ans unchriſtian, and claſhes both wich the 

t Mules of Breeding, and of the Goſpel. 2 
om 
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ſtom indeed has made em faſhionable, b 
neither civil nor lawtul; For Vice can t 
ver plead Preſcription. I know it lies u 
der the Protection of Number and Quality 
but ill things have no right to Sanctuary 
Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be perm 
ted to encreaſe ? Shall the Number of Felo 
plead for Pardon? No, no, the Cuſtoma 
neſs of ill things makes em worſe; and un 
more they muſt be difcountenanced, an 
taught Diſcipline. In a Word, whatev** 
Jars with Religion, and cuts upon good Breed, * ' 
ing, is below a Gentleman: And thereto ke 
in Spight of Example and Practice, I muff 
caution you againſt ſome parts of Engliſh M. 
vility; for though they go tor Conſent in te 1. 
Engliſb Dominions, they Il not bear the Te 
of other Nations. 

For Example, Damn ye, ſays one, 1 a 
glad to ſee you + Is not this a quaint Salutati 
on? Firſt to pack me away to Hell, an” 
then to proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo conf; << 
yeniently lodg'd ? What Proviſion will the 
Blades make tor their Enemies, if thai 
place their Friends ſo untowardly? Ce 
tainly, they fanſie Hell is a fine Seat, a 
that the Damned are in a fair way of Pr 
mot1on ? | 

Damn ye Dog how doft doe? crys anothe 
This feat Compliment 1mplies Damnatic 
and Trar.s:01mation too; It's a Compout 
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I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expre 
ſions, and waſh over their Foulneſs with fai 
Pretences- Damn ye (ſays one) and Son ofÞ 
Whore ſtand meerly for Cyphers, or only fern 
to enliven a Period, and to make the ErWes, 
preſſion more bluſtering; I confeſs hore an 
Damnation are near of kin, and often go te 
gether ; but for all that, the Sillineſs of thut 
Excuſe can't ſtifle the monſtrous Incivilit 
of the Compliment ; for though it ſignifie 
nothing to him who receives it, in good 
time it will ſignifie much to him that ſpok 
it: For though a Friend may ler ſuch Curſ 
fall to the Ground, God will put em to Ac fall 
count; and though they ſtand for Cyphers inÞt tl 
England, they may purchaſe eternal Tormentpplatr 
in Hell. 

They are, ſays another, Marks of Englil ber 
Familiarity, pure Sallies of Kindneſs anqpnd 
Demonſtrations of Friendſhip. No doubt hi] 
to deliver over to Satan, an old Acquain : 2" 
tance, without asking his Conſent to theÞan 
Conveyance, «is Freedom with a Vengeance;Fcuor 
but at which end of the Compliment 1s his 
kindneſs? In thort, Neander, ſuch expref 
ſions grate the Organ, and turn the ver) 
Faculty of Hearing into a Burthen; they are 
high Symptoms of a lewd Inclination and 


eed i 


of a Depraved Complection; for when thefanch 
Breath ſmells rank, the Stomach is infected ſfeſſio 
In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of Civi4Þd Bl 
| ; lity 
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Mey, it's a Ruſtick Cart, an uncreditable Di- 
fect; nor is the whole Poſſe of Bullies able to 

noble it. 
When Civility obliges you to viſit La- 
es, pray keep your Compliments to the 
ules of Chriſtianity ; there is no Neceſ- 
y of laying Religion at the Door with 
our Goloſboes, nor of denying God when 
ou entertain her Ladyſhip: For certainly 
fiereeding is not incompatible with Religion, 

Wd a Man may make an Addreſs a la mode 
Mithout apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity : Yet 
ough the Worthip of the Virgin Mary be 
iſallowed of, we may adcre Ladies with- 
t the Breach of a Statute, and commit I- 
Wlatry not only without Reproof, but e- 
en without Sin: One ſwears, Heaven ſits 
her Smiles, and Hell in her Frowns. A ſe- 
ond ſtiles her Saint; tho' perchance her La- 
yihip is more ſtockt with Beauty than Pie- 
, and her Face better provided with Grace, 
gan her Soul: A third enlarges her Per- 
ions; he ranks her among the Angels; 
Ind to compleat the Folly with Blaſphemy, 
fourth Derfies her: Theſe Pagan Compli- 
ents are the Standard of Courtſhip, the 
ale of Ceremony, and the Meaſure of good 
eeding. But after all, Practice can never 
anch over the Foulneſs of theſe daring Ex- 
eſſions; every Syllable breaths Frenzy 
d Blaſphemy ; nor is there any way to ac- 
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quit theſe raving Platonicks of a Crime, bu 
by ſuppoſing em unreaſonable. A few Pin 


out 
ples handſomely ſprinkled would very eff and 
caciouſly diſlodge the Angel, as perchancWhut 
her Lewdneſs has baniſh'd the Saint; and MRap 
few ſimnall Pox would chequer her Divinit and 


and tumble the Goddeſs into a Monſter ; and 
then Hell might as well perch on her Smiles 
as on her Frowns. But Rallery apart, th C 
we fling Impiety out of the Queſtion, ſuc 
Addreſſes are plain Satyr, and invective or 
the Sex: For they ſuppoſe Women eit he 
extravagantly proud or ſuperlatively ſilly 
now the very Suppoſition is both ungentee 
and ſcandalous. I am ſenſible indeed the 8e 
is no Enemy to Hyperbole in Courtſhip; Wo 
men are more fond of thoſe . Glaſſes that con 
ceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe that re 
preſent em; they can't well diſtinguith be 
tween Flattery and Merit, and as they ea 
gerly deſire thoſe Perfections that are prope 
to their Sex, fo they are eaſily perſwade 
they poſleſs em; for we ſoon believe, wh: 
we earneſtly defire : So hence it is, that the 
take a pleaſing Rallery for a ſerious Truth 
and even ſometimes a Lampoon for a Panegy 
rick; but then an ungrateful Truth puts e 
into a Ferment; it ruffles their good H 
mour, and ſours their Blood. Somethin 
therefore may be allowed to Cuſtom ar 
their Conſtitution ; flatter their Ladyſh! 

int 
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into an even Temper, rather than reaſon em 
out of it, provided you keep within a mean, 


and ſtep not beyond the Bounds of Decency; 
but to break into Flights of Impiety, into 


d MRaptures of Blaſphemy, is to play the Fool 


and the Atheiſt. 


5 
Gentlemen have ſo much time on their 
Hands that they know not how to ſpend it ; 
it's a Burthen and a Charge, and ſo like Pro- 


© digals they rather fling it away than take 


Pains to improve it. I counſel you therefore 
to ſet aſide ſome Hours for Reading; it's a 
handſome Diverſion, and conveys Profit 
through Pleaſure ; the Intellect is a grateful 
Soil; but then like a, Field it requires ma- 
nuring. By Reading you join paſt Ages to 
the preſent, you Travel into Afra, Africa 
and America without expence, without dan- 
er, nay without walking out of your Clo- ' 
Ft. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupiſie than 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull 
the Appetite, they are oſten brutal, and ſel- 
dom innocent; but thoſe of the Underſtand- 
ing ſhine brighter, they are of a more refined 
Metal. free 2 Droſs and void of Repen- 
tance; they extend the Faculty, and tender 


it more rational; they rather whit Deſire 


than glut it, and ſcrew Man's - topping 
Prerogative, Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitch. 
2 8 
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A Gentleman furnith'd with Reading, can 
never be at a Loſs to ſet on foot, and carry 
on a handſome Converſation ; he is always 
well ſtockt, and carries his Proviſions about 
him, whereas others are forc'd to fetch Mat- 
ter from the Kennel or the Stable, and too too 
often from the Stews; their Diſcourſe is 
a Compound of Smut and Rallery, enlivened 
always with Fooleries, and ſometimes ſea- 
ſoned with Oaths and Blaſphemies: Non- 
ſenſe, in fine, though not the moſt credita- 
ble, is the moſt innocent and leſs blamable 
Ingredient. Good God! how often have 1 
loſt Patience, and fretted away good Hu- 
mour in the Company of Gentlemen of fair 
Eſtates, and of noble Extraction, methought 
they had ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip under 
Grooms or Dog: boys; they eternally gra- 
ted my Ears with Hounds and Horſes, and 
broke out into ſuch clamorous Tumults, as 
if they had been drawing up the Grievances 
of the Nation, or pelting the Prerogative; 
vet after all, the Queſtion was only, whe- 
ther Puſs or Light. foot got the better laſt 
Chace. Racing and Hunting are indeed lau- 
dable Recreations; and upon Occaſions may 
be diſcours'd of; but then, to harp perpe- 
tually upon theſe Creatures, is an infallible 
Argument their Thoughts are Mean, and too 
weak wing d to ſoar above the Beaſt. Some 
Years on! took a Turn beyond the Seas, 2 
made 
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made a conſiderable Stay in thoſe Parts: At 
my return, I gave a Vilit to an old Aquain- 
tance; a Man of Character, of Eftate, of 
an ancient Family, and Deputy Lieutenant of a 
County; he was at Table; a Hawking-bag 
hung on the left ſide, and a Bumpkin guarded 
the right; his Hat, Coat and Wigg were all 
of a piece, more fit for a Scare-crow than a 
Deputy; his Memory was as ſhort as his Wigg 
for ſome Years Abſence had wiped out our 
Acquaintance ; he knew me not, and in- 
deed, I was no leſs puzzled to find my Friend 
under fo ſlovenly a Diſguiſe : However, at 
length we renewed our old Species, and 
then he very warmly embrac'd me with this 
Salutation; Euſebius, by God IT glad to fee 
thee : T expected he would follow this quaint 
Compliment with an Enquiry into my Health, 
or ſatisfied his Curioſity with a Rehearſal of 
my Travels; that he would ask in what Po- 
ſture I left our Allies; whether they made 
Preparations for the Siege of Namur, or 
Aonſieur for that of Maffricht ; whether 
Prince Eugene enter'd Cremona with greater 
Glory, or left it with greater Infamy ; whe- 
ther Fribergen did better to receive a Stab 
from Mahoni, than quarter; cr whether this 
brave Baron died like a Fool or a Hero: In 
fine, what advantage the Imperialiſts got by 
the Victory at Luxxara, or whether the Pro- 
fit would balance the Expence of Powder 
S and 
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and Shot, laid out in the Empire on the th 
Thankſgiving-Day. | Yi 

No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never tra uiet 
velled ſo far; he had confined his Knowledge few 
within the Bounds of his own Country ; all 
the reſt of the World was Terra incognits 
to his Worſhip : He fell immediately upon las 
the Excellency of Tobacco; and then halledſWot t 
me to the Stable, that I might pay my Re- 
ſpeCt to Bobtail; and in the way honoured FJout 
me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. Inot 
Oh! faid I to my ſelf, had this Lieutenant i try 
hunted leſs, and read more; had he cultiva- ing 
ted his underſtanding, and let a Field or Lt 
two lie fallow, he might have been Company Cor 
for Men: But alas he was the Darling of the rall 
Family; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he anc 
ſhould have been at School and Abroad; ric 
was made a Man at Fifteen, to be a Child of 
and Coxcomb at Threeſcore. wh 

I would not have you upon all Occaſions f 
diſconrſe in Syllogiſm, nor deliver your wh 
Thoughts in Mood and Figure: Such Philo- Ste 
ſophical Cant ſuites better with a Pedant, than va 
a Gentleman; and may pals in the School, 
but not in the FParlour. Neither preſs upon 
Company a Facum, nor Mr. Boyle's Pondus ab 
Atmoſphere, a civil Converſation may be be 
maraged handſomely in either Hy otheſe 
and I conceive Diſcourſe proſpered no leſs  ?* 
in the Days of good old Mate: ia Prima, than I. 


111 
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the Reign of des Cartes's Third Element. 
You may alſo let the Grand Mogul fit 


. puetly at Agra, and Preſter John in Athiopia; 


ew Gentlemens Knowledge Travels ſo far 
rom Home. France, Spain and Italy lie more 
onveniently ; beſides Claret, Malaga, and 
lasks of Florence have given us ſome Notions 


of thoſe Kingdoms. 


Time your Subject; Good things ſpoke 
out of Seaſon, loſe their Value. I would 
not harangue a Lady in Greek, nor a Coun- 
try Vicar in Hebrew, For alas, her Learn- 
ing goes not beyond French, nor his above 
Latin: Diſcourſe muſt be adapted to the 
Company; and it takes more when 1t natu- 
rally ſlides in, than when drawn in by Head 
and Shoulders. In a Word, Neander, en- 
rich your Underſtanding by the Knowledge 
of things that become your Quality; and 
when you are doubly equip'd (I mean with 
a fair Eſtate, and a = Fund of Learning) 
what can you deſire more, but an ordinary 
Stock of Frudence to lay them out at Ad- 
vantage ? 
VII. 

Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons 
above your Rank, nor with thoſe that are 
below it; that will endanger your Eſtate, 
this your Breeding. A Man of a 1000 Pound 
per Annum, cana't long keep Pace with one of 
Ten thouſand ; he'll infallibly lag, and jade 
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by the way; and perchance be forc'd to tak 
in at the next Jayl : Or, if in time he n 
folve to foreſtal his Ruin, he muſt faſt oy 
the Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a lon 
Lent; he muſt ſtint himſelf to a ſhort Pit 
tance, and lop off a Branch to ſecure th 
Stock: For Eſtate-Wounds feſter into a Gan 
grene, and nothing but the Saw or Seering 
Iron can ſtop the Infection. 

But on the other ſide, to herd with Pez 
fants is a kind of voluntary Degradation 
it's to break your Eſcutcheon, and to commenc 
Yeoman. Peaſantry 1s a Diſeaſe (like tht 
Plague) eaſily caught by Converſation ; it 
a Colour that takes on any Subject, and ſel 
dom wears off: Why then ſhall a Perſon o 
Honour forfeit his Patent without Treaſon! 
Clowns are a fort of encroaching Animals © 
give an Inch, they'll take an Ell, and repay 
your Familiarity with Contempt and Out- 
rage: If you intend to oblige em to a Dr 
ſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, nor ſet 
em on equal Ground; it once you make em 
Companions, they'll uſurp the Authority of Mo 
Maſters; for they want Prudence to manage * 
a Familiarity, but not Impudence to abuſe Mi. 
it: But take care not to Brow-beat ein, nor 
pretend to keep em under too ſevere Diſci- Ye. 
pline; for the moſt deſpicable and cowardly Ill * © 
8 if forc d, will turn and fly in your x, 

ace. 


VIII. 
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VIII. 

Some Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and 
ice, that they look on Buſineſs as a thing 
.Welow their Level: No, they Il not look on. 
heir Accounts, though their Eſtate lies in 
n Agony; as if there were no Difference 
between Prudence and Trading. But certain- 
y Wiſdom jars not with Quality; and I. 
ope, one may. be a good Husband without 
urning Clown: It's no Branch of a Gentle- - 
ans Prerogative to be bubbled out of Houſe 
Ind Home. When Expences run high, 
. Mis it not fit at leaſt to provide againſt Fraud 
end Circumvention? Prodigality on the ene 
Wiide, and Fraud on the other will ſoordrain + 
an Eſtate to the Lees. Do not therefore all 
1; by Deputy: To truſt a Steward too much, 
avis to expoſe his Vertue. Honeſty is not al- 
} ways Proot againſt Temptation ; Men often . 
). cheat without Scruple, when they can do it 
cM without fear. Remember, that Nobility | 
ſtript of Means, makes no genteel Figure; 
it can't ſtand without golden Supporters: 


9 Model therefore your Expences by your In- 
N & eG Lands, not 
7 come, and reflect you poſſeſs Lands, not 


Mines; two thouſand expended and one re- 
ceived will not balance Accounts at the 
Year's End: If you are wile live on the Crop, 
not on the Land; convey not a Lordihip to 
London in a Bill of Exchange, nor carry Acres 
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in your Pocket; they thrive well in Coun 
try Air, but fall into Conſumptions and He 
cticks at Vhite-Hall and Groom: porters, and 
ſoon expire; and then you muſt run upo! 
the Common, or live on Charity or Courtelie; 
or Chamelion like, on the Air, unleſs you 
had rather turn Knight Errant on the 
King's high Way, or take up your 
Quarters at Tyburn. Believe me, Nean— 
der, Poverty is unfaſhionable in our Days, 
and Dependance uneaſy; take care there 
tre of the main chance, lay by a Reſerve 
for Age and Accidents: A new Lordſhip 
does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the 
Aſhes of the old: No, when it is gone, 
Hope follows it; nothing remains but N. 
Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair, and Repen-WReg 
tance.. * Frie 
Be neither Covetous nor Profuſe ; Extreams and 
are vicious; that ſeems leſs genteel, and this fink 
more fooliſh, I hate to ſee a Gentleman YOU 
(like a Snail ) draw in his Figure to fave his} 
Furſe, and not only want the Conveniences, - 
but even the Neceflaries of Life in the Face! 
of Abundance : This is almoſt to antedate upe 
Miſery, and to turn the Fable of Tantalus in- ¶ unc 
to a real Story. I would no more truſt ſuch I do 
a Miſer, than a Foot-Pad or a Cut-Purſe; he I alv 
who loves Money more than himelf, will J the 
infallibly rate it above Honeſty, and he il me 
ſtretch a Point, and unlooſe 1 the 
when 


un 
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to under-rate Silver. 
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hen Opportunity opens any Proſpect of 
ain: For to a Ahfer Knavery and Coze- 
age are unqueſtionable Axioms, and ought 
o be ſuppoſed as a Poftulatum : In a Word, 
t's a baſe Employment to lie on Earth, and 
o ſtand Centinel to Intereſt; I would nei- 
her fawn on Money for Money's Sake; nor 
duck and drake it away for a Frolick : No, I* 
yould not part with my Liberty for a Spam 
lota, nor with a Shilling for a good Morrow; 
hat would be to overvalue Slavery ; and this . 


Let your Equipage run even with your - 
Purſe and Quality. Starve not your ſelf io 
feed Laqueys; nor give em a Coach (as N. 
N. did) to fave their Liveries. Handſome 
Regales ſometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh 
Friendſhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breath Life 
and Spirit into Converſation; though they 
ſink your Purſe they do not drain it; atleaſt. 
you Il receive Credit for your Money. 


| IX. 

Acontinual Application to Buſineſs works 
upon the Brain, it exhauſts the Spirits, and 
undermines Health: Nature muſt not be run 
down, allow it time to breath; if you are 
always on tlie Spur, you'll jade it. Exchange 
therefore ſometimes your ſerious Employ- 
ments for honeſt and genteel Recreations ; - 
they refreſh the Mind, unburthen Nature, 
enliven 


ber 
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enliven the Faculties, and pour new Lita 
and Vigour into the Body: Chuſe thoſe th: 
are more diverting and leſs expenſive ; 
Pleaſure e e. is a real Torment 
and then if they require Study and Applica 
tion, you do not ſo much eaſe Nature 
change the Burthen. I would not have ya 
venture upon Games of Hazard, unleſs Ci 
vility oblige you, and even then ſtake nd 
more, than you dare loſe without Pathon 
Thoſe Plays, like Quick Sands, ſwallow E 
Rates at a ſitting; they devour a Man's Pa 
tience, and caſt Nature into a .Ferment 
Good God! How uneaſie have I ſeen Game 
ſters? Methought they ſat on Thorns, or 
Tenters; you might ſee Paſſion in their Ge- 
Rures, and read Deſpair on their Faces 
my broke through all the Barriers of Moly, 
deſty and Decorum, and diced away their Mo- Inte 
ney firſt, and then flung Patience after it. Hadi mar 
Force ſtretcht theſe Gameſters on that Rack, Joy 
E ſhould have pitied their Misfortune ; but Ngild 
when I reflected they were their own Execu- WLuc 
tioners; let em ſuffer (ſaid I;) nothing but ¶twe 
Stripes can teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reſtore Wto E 
mad Men to their Wits. on 
I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquain- 
tance; Whither ſo faſt (ſaid I) old Friend? 
J am, replied he, on an Expedition; you 
are methinks (anſwered I again ) too crazy 
tor a. Winter. Campaign, and too old 2 _ 
8 k 70 
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Marodeur, or Partizan: Nay, (ſaid he) my 
Buſineſs lies within Doors: In ſhort, I am 
bound for St. Fames's, where I intend tofling 
away a hundred Guineas. To fling away a 
hundred  Guineas, faid I! Prethee if you 
are overcharged with Coin, favour me with 
'0l the Burthen; you'll play the Fool at leaſt 
Ci with a better Grace, and Trouble, But the 
ne Propoſal did not reliſh; he wou'd ( Gentle- 
man like) keep his Word, though he left 
EW his Purſe; and had rather forfeit his E- 
PW ftate than his Credit. He invited me to 
nt accompany him; away we drove to the 
Place of Rendezvouz, where we found his 
Antagonilt ready to encounter: Down they 
3e-Wſar, and to't they went; at the * . 
che Dice favour d my old Knight fo ſtrange- 
ly, that I thought good Luck and he were of 
intelligence. Lord! How the old Gentle- 
man crow'd! Joy danc't through every 
Joynt, you might ſee it fluſh in his Face, and 
gild the Decays of Nature. In fine, good 
u- ¶ Luck ſeem'd to have filed off his Account 
ut twenty Years, and to have put as many more 
re ¶ to his Credit; but then if good Humour ſat 
on this ſide of the Table, bad ſat on the o- 
n- ther; the young Squire firſt took the Pet, 
1! then Clouds began to riſe, which made me 
u expect a Tempeſt; nor was I deceived in 
my Conjecture, for immediately away fl 
en the Dice with a Brace of Curſes at their 
9 Heels; 


ats 
h; 


34 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar, 
arraigned and condemned: Providence brings 
up the Reer of the Criminals; you wou d 
have thought this one and twenty came in a 
direct Line from Hercules, he play d the 
Furioſo ſo lively. ” 

And now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven 
with his golden Fleece ; when on a ſudden 
the Wind chopt . about, and blew in his 
Teeth; the Tables are turned, the Scene is 
chang'd, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 
triumphs) one curſes the Dice, the other 
gives em his Bleſſing: They ſteer their Paſ- 
ions by the Cube, and vary with the Caſts. 
In fine, my Friend ſtood to his Word, he 
left the Field and a hundred Guineas to the 
Victor, and loſt all Gravity and Moderation. 
I accompanied him to his Lodgings; but! 
found he was even lurcht of good Nature al · pli 
fo. Well (ſaid I) do you call this Play? 
Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and Deſpair 
ſtand together ? Hell and Heaven are as com- 
patible: I would as ſoon for Diverſion take 
a turn upon the Rack, or lay my Head be- 
tween the Anvil and the Hammer ; thele 
Torments are not greater, but I am ſure 
are leſs expenſive. | 

Neander, you may learn by this, how il] 
theſe Plays deſerve the Name of Recreation; 
fly 'em therefore as the Plague, they prey 
upon Content, corrode Satisfaction, and in 
Concluſion 
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Ir, Woncluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend 
2 Nobility to the Pariſh, | 
d Hawking and Hunting are more manly, 
| aWnore genteel, and more diverting ; theſe 
be Wports are almoit as ancient as our Nature, 
hey have kept up their Reputation in ſpight 
en r all the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; 
en put then they muſt be taken with Modera- 
ion, like Phyſick for Health, not like Meat 
or Diet. To range eternally in Woods and 
Thickets after Beaſts is rather the Office of 
a Keeper, than the Sport of a Gentleman. 
blame not the Recreation, but the Exceſs : 
(ts. Wor though Hunting be a royal Paſtime, 
- rs certainly a baſe and ſervile Employ- 
tne Wmnent. 
on. Near. Pray what is your Opinion of Dan- 
t ring and Muſick ? are they genteel Accom- 
al-Wpliſhments? | 
1 Euſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Qua- 
arWity, and give a pretty turn to Breeding; 
M-Mhey furniſh a Man with all the little Ingre- 
ake{Wients, neceſſary for a quaint Addreſs, and 
be-MWuſher him into company with Advantage; 
1ele hey relieve 4 | drooping Diſcourſe: For 
ure when Reaſon runs low, and Converſation 
anguiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song 
ir a Sarabrand well perform'd may enliven it: 
on Rut don't over- rate theſe Talents, nor place 
rey em among the firſt rate Qualifications of a 


1 iMGentleman ; for in reality they only fit you 
ſion up 
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up for a modiſh Addreſs and a female En- 
tertainment. Let a Man rather trim up his 
Mind than his Body: Thoſe Embelliſhments: 
are more noble and rich that lie in the Brain, 


than thoſe that ſink into the Feet, or perch on 
the Finger's End. 


When Innocence left the- World, Cloaths 
came 1nto Faſhion ; they were only invented 
as a Screne to Nakedneſs, and a Defence to 
Decency; you muſt not therefore invert the 
Inſtitution; nor turn the Marks of Infamy 
into Badges of Grandeur; tor it's a Madnels 
to Pride in our Shame, and to look big be- 
- cauſe we are poor and indigent : Indeed a 
Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, nor 
trudge about in Linſy-Foolſy. Quality under 
ſuch a Diſguiſe would make a flovenly Fi-. 
gure: Be neat without Gawdineſs, gente! 
without Affection: In fine, the Taylor 
muſt, take meaſure both of your Purſe and 
of your Quality, as well as of your Perſon: 
For a Sute that fits the Character, is mores 
la mode than that which ſits well on the Bo- 
dy. I have ſeen ſome Fops over-ſhoot Extra- 
vagance they ranſack d all the Shops in Pate 
Nofter-Row and Cheapſide for the Matter, and 
conſulted the whole Company of Merchant 
Taylors for the Form; a Man of War might 
be riggid up with leſs Noiſe, and ſometime 


2 
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at leſs Expence: Now though fine Feathers 
make fine Birds, yet ſurely gawdy Trap- 
in. (pings can't make fine Gentlemen; for the 

'WEmbelliſhments of Quality are Wit, Judg- 

ment and Behaviour; an Air that's _T 
without Haughrineſs, and condeſcending 
without Meanneſs; now theſe Qualifications 
1 edge in the Soul, they lie in the Head, nor 

on the Back; the effects indeed run to the 
= A „but the Cauſe ſculks out of 

ght. 5 
I ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at 
Might, nor put it on in the Morning at the 
Toylet , why then are we ſmitten with Dra- 
136 and dote on Finery ? This muſt be un- 

"Mderitood with regard to Decency; Allow- 
ance muſt be given to Cuſtom, and Opinion; 
a Gentleman muſt not be ſo unpretending in 
Appearance, as to affect Slovenlineſs; this is 
o ſacrifice one Vice to another, to atone 
for- Vanity with Naſtineſs; walk between 
theſe two Extremes; though you uſe both 
Fhops and Taylors, depend on neither; 
build not your Reputation on Silks, nor your 
Worth on Stuffs : For in a Word, they are 
ecr Excrements of poor Animals: Now to 
ake the baſeſt part of Worms and Sheep, 


a he top of our Greatneſs, is in Effect to com- 
rh ence Beaſts. Neander, put on a good Hu- 
- our, a fine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, 


ind you'll keep the Mob at a Diſtance ; but 


who- 
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whoſoever pretends to dazle Men into R. 
ſpect, meerly with Scarlet and Gold Lac 
will fall ſhort of his Pretenſions. Men an 
not awed by Cloaths, but Vertue: Old F. 
bricius in his Ferkin, and Curius in the Chin 
ny Corner, were more eſteemed and fearet 
than Caligula or Heliogabalus, in all thei 
State and Bravery. | 


XI. 


Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level 
of your Quality; bur be not deceived in th 
Notion of Honour, this is a neceflary Caves 
in the mad Age we live. Some confou 
Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure 
but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pil 
fering and Lewdneſs are dignifying Qual 
fieations: And fo Foot-pads, Cut- purſes, an 
Debauchees may pretend to the Right « 
Peerage , but others ſeat it on the Sword 
Point, and perſwade themſelves it conſil 
in ſlaughter; as if there were no Differend 
between Honour and Savageneſs, between Thonts 
Gentleman and a Butcher: Theſe are a Rad 
of European Cannibals, who worry their S 
ces and devour Man's Fleſh; true Anthre 
pophagi, who ſport in Blood, and tun 
Slaughter into a Diverſion; they are know! 
by the Names of Scowrers and Duell iſts 
but theſe Appellations are too innocent 1 I 
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Re baſe, ſo barbarous an Employment; they 
ace and guilty of Murder by the Laws of the 
| W2nd, and therefore are mark'd with Shame 
Find Infamy by the Government: But beſides 
unHhey are condemned by the Law of God, 
uend ſo are at once outlawed by Religion and 
nee State: What, I beſeech you, can ſtig- 
atize and degrade a Practice more effi- 
aciouſly than this double Excommunica- 
on ? 
But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall I receive an 
\ffront? Yes, I hope, rather than a Stab, or 
Halter; that may be retrieved, but a 
velWound in the Heart or a disjoyned Neck, 
re irremediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lye 
0? Why not, if you deſerve it? The Pu- 
iſhment exceeds not the Crime, and me- 
hin ks its jeaſonable for the Penalty and the 
Fault to go together: For pray reflect if the 
Woputation of a Lye be fo oflenſive to 
Quality, the thing it ſelf is much more; 
nd therefore you ought father to take 
Whoſe Imputations as Admonitions than At- 
ronts. | 
But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I wou'd ei- 
Wer contemn it or pardon it; a Man muſt 
nderyalue the Benefit of Eaſe and the Price 
unt Life to ſell it for fo inconſiderable a Tri- 
; for in the Judgment of the Law it's no- 
ing, it will not bear an Action. Now 
Feing we ſubmit to the Opinion of the 
Judges 


40 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Judges in other Differences, why are we ri 
fractary in this Caſe ? The Law is the Sta 
dard not only of Right and Wrong ; but 
Honour and Infamy : And ſeeing it will na; 
take Cognizance of ſo petty an Aſperſion 

it ſuppoſes it below Notice. %, 
Ay! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge 
and we had better be out of the World, tha 
out of the Faſhion. Under Favour the Kin 
is the only Fountain of Honour, and I can 
not find he ever made over to Cuſtom thi: 
Prerogative Royal. 
But what is this Cuſtom you talk of 
(i. e.) a Club of Deſperadoes without Religion 
without Conſcience, a Pack of Renegado Chr 
ftians who are a Scandal to their Profeſſio! 
and a Shame to their Nature; vote Murde 
a brave Action; and you obtrude this Athe: 
ſtical Error from the univerſal Opinion 0 
Mankind, for the Standard of Honour ani" 
Bravery. Why? Such Men's Judgments ag 
as falſe as their Principles, and their Opin 
ons as depraved as their Manners ; becauk 
Raſcals extol Perjury ; Highway-men, Rot 
bery; and Debauchees, Lewdneſs, are theſ 
creditable and innocent Vocations? Becaullf 
Perjury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs art 
common, are they lawtul ? 
Beſides, can any thing be more extrava 
pantly fooliſh, than the Punctilios of a Due 
iſt? One has given me the Lye; to wipe of 

fi 
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„De Affront, I muſt provoke him to tilt at 
y Lungs. Ay, but Right ſtands for you! 
ut what if Fortune ſtand for your Anta- 
onifſt ? Right is a dull Weapon, unleſs Skill 
Ind good Luck manage it; the clandeſtine 
tevenges of the Italians are cruel and diabo- 
ical, but at leaſt they are leſs fooliſh than 
urs ; they will not bath their wounded Ho- 
jour in their own Blood, but in that of their 
au nemy; and therefore they attack unawares 
rr by Proxy; but we revenge at our own 
'xpence, nay and upon our ſelves, and ſome- 
imes at a Diſadvantage too; as if to re- 
onrieve our Honour we muſt die like Fools. 
know not what Charms others may fee in 
ons Stab, I had rather be ſent into the other 
World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt; a 
Duel is an ill Diſtemper to die of, though 
1coſfibly Arheiſts may think it a genteel one; 
and I am confident theſe Martyrs of Honour 
ill be diſcompoſed when they find their Re- 
in eption in the next Life falls ſhort of their 
W-xpectation. 
Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Ti- 
Jes, Quality, Wealth with all their Appur- 
enances leave us with the laſt Breath: 
JA Clown will meet with Reſpect if he be 
nnocent, and a Prince with Contempt if 
vaMuilty; our Treatment will anſwer our 
\tions, not our Birth; a Scavenger that 
lies in Peace with God ſhall be conveyed in- 
to 
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to Glory; and a Lord that expires in Sin ie P 


to Torments. the 
| XII. ect y 
| ortin 

Some Gentlemen refine Breeding tufampe 


much ; on affect a Singularity in Behawiſhey ; 


our as well as in Religion, and ſo malffune, 
themſelves ridiculous to appear genteelWo's, : 
ttheſe are a Heterogeneous Race of Gentlemaigh! 
ſome call Fops, and others Beaus; they a] hav 


nce. 
Ne 


d fran 


a Compound of Farce and Ceremon 
2 Mixture of Mimick and Tragedian; h: 
their Mothers made a Voyage to the Indi 
I ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to on 
Ape: For certainly they are of a miſine 
Species, and often the Beaſt predominatqt we 
but always the Coxcomb; if the Beau H Afi 
„ more Wit, the Ape has more Judgmen Mean 
| - theſe Gentlemen ſpeak like Puppets, anWmiſe | 
walk by Clock-work; they paſs the Monis W 
ing between the Glaſs and the Toylet, an 
ſummon to their Levey the whole Poſſe of Ti 
lors, Barbers, and Sempftreſſes ; they val 
more the Art of dreſſing well, than the kna 
of paying: And whilſt others admire the 
Folly, like young Narciſſus, they contemplaſEuſel 
their own Beauty: Pray leave theſe Peop 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and 
you can't avoid their Company, catch nÞſEuſeb. 
their Grimaces: It's true you muſt prepi : 
for an Attack; for like People ſtruck wiffchat © 
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e Plague, they love to give the Infection; 
they find you reſty, they'll not fail to di- 
ect your Motions and anatomize your Com- 
ortment, and then you muſt expect to be 
mpoon d in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe; but 
ey always meet with poor Caſſandra's For- 
Wune, never to be believed; Their yeas go for 
os, and their Satyrs for n 1 
Wight enlarge upon this Subject, but I fear, 
have already treſpaſs d upon your Pati- 
Ence. 
Man. I ſee, Dear Enſebins, you are a 
Ptranger to my Conſtitution, I am not fo 
don talked down; how can I ſpend my 
Wine better, than in learning how to ſpend 
At well? 
After a ſhort diſcourſe of indifferent things, 
Neander took Leave of Euſebius with a Pro- 


iſe to return the next Morning. He kept 
ons Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. 


10 


al | . 
8 DIALOGUE III. 
he 
lafEuſebius 3»ftruFs Neander in the Duty 
oP of a Chriſtian. 


d | 
Euſeb. 88 harder (dear Neander) to de- 
pd I ſcribethe Part of a Chriſtian, than 


wilttat of a Gentleman, and a matter of high- 
| er 
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er Importance to act it well; if a Gentlema 
falls below his Character, his Reputationlf 
may ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may no 
ſtand fair in Men's Opinion, but this is: 
trivial Misfortune ; for pray what great Ad 
vantage is it to be eſteem d by thoſe wha 
cannot be ſuffciently blam'd? Alas! their e 
ſteem is ſo inſignificant, that it's neither abl. 
to credit nor diſgrace. 

But oh! if our Life ſwerves from the Law 
of Chriſtianity, and if Death takes us away 
in this Diſorder, we are undone for ever, eiii 
ternally loſt ! without hope of Change, or dl 
retrieving our Misfortune : Upon this Poing 
our all depends; if we act a Chriſtian wel) 
we ſhall be received into the Joys of the 
Juſt; but if ill, into the Puniſhments of th 
Impious: And both theſe States are everlaſt. 
ing, both immenſe, that in Pleaſure, this uſamed 
Pains. imſel! 

Now when the Gain on the one fide is n to 
vaſt, and the Loſs on the other ſo exorbitantÞve hi 
does not Reaſon tell us that we ought to bendÞs Per 
all our Care, all our Application to diſcharę , t 
our ſelves of the Duties of a Chriſtian ? l 
will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the 
moſt preſſing Offices of your Profeſſion, and 
furniſh yon with Motives, able to perſwad: 
you to comply with 'em. 


The 


Ol | | 


The chief Reaſon why Men live at Random 
becauſe they have forgot their Errand: they 
anfie themſelves to be the Work of Chance, 
Mie Offspring of Hazzard, Creatures of Plea- 
e placed on the Land (as the Leviathan 1s 
the Water) to ſport and play; but cer- 
ainly we muſt have ſmall Acquaintance with 
-arſflhe * — of our Nature, and a mean O- 
inion of our Greatneſs to frame ſuch wild 
leas. Our Underſtanding is too noble to 
2 buried in Dung and Kubbiſh, and our 
dul too ſpiritual to be condemned by 
Mature to the baſe + Employments of 
rutes. 
No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence 
amed us, and his Goodneſs deſigned us for 
imſelf alone. He has ennobled us with Rea- 
n to know his Greatneſs, with a Will to 
ve his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy 
Is Perfection. He is our Alpha and our O- 
ga, the Origin of our Being, and the End 
our Creation. It's impothble for us to 
> miſerable with him, or happy without 


n. 
II. 


1 | TORE 

Butz dugh wh are made to enjoy God in 

Neaveh, it'Suncèrtain, whether we ſhall ever 
| land 
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land at this thrice happy Haven of the Bleſſec 
for God has decreed to communicate this ſu 
pron Felicity as a Reward, not as a Gift W. 

e muſt take this City by Storm not bWlain 
Capitulation: We muſt enter Lepee a Ine E 
main; & violent: rapiunt illud. But if thiſors o 
Difficulty cramps our Courage, if it balkfhe ot 
our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Enterfeav 
prize, or fail in the Execution, we are unoura 
done for ever; we muſt take up our Habitafſhe I 
tion in Hell, and dwell perpetually with FiuKare « 
and Brimſtone. This we believe ( Neanderffvery 
and the bare Thought of it ſometimes coe ca 
geals the very Blood in our Veins, and ſtrikeainf 

us with Horror and Amazement, One Theſſon 
one Murder, one Fornication unrepenteQhuft 1 
caſts us into a Lake of Fire, into a Vale de wi 
Torments, into a fad Manſion of Deſpaiſp Hea 
where we ſhall always burn and never | Hel 
conſumed ; always die, and ever live the Ole, a 
ject of God's Wrath, and the perpetual Might 
nument of our Folly and Diſobedience. Tha Preci 
two Points are, as it were, Poſtulatums I it b 
Morality, and God has been pleaſed to ho w. 
veal em in almoit every Chapter and Pan pi 
of the New Teſtament, that he might all 

us to our Duty by the charming Proſped 
Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal I Had 
preſentation of Hell, onditi 

| We 
D Pro 
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led | 
ſu 57 ; 6 
ift We can't tax God of Severity, nor com- 

bWSlain of his Unkindneſs; for though on the 
ne Hand he draws up in Battalia all the Ter- 
thFors of an 1 to fright us; on 
allhhe other he diſplays all the Treaſures of 
terfeaven to whet our Hope, and animate our 
unfourage ; nor does he lay our Salvation in 
itafſhe Hands of Chance, or truſt it to the 
Firfare of our Enemies. Fet he has entruſted 
derftvery Man with his own Welfare; ſo that 
corfoe cannot be miſerable, unleſs we conſpire 
1k$eainſt our ſelves, and turn Traitors to our 
gehen Intereſt. If therefore we miſcarry 
aſt not the Fault lie at our own Door? If 
e will be ſo ſtupid, asto fling up our Claim 
Heaven; ſo void of Reaſon, as to leap in- 
Hell; Do we not deſerve to forfeit the 
Ine, and feel the other? A Man, who in 
Wight of Prayers and Tears will vault down 
Precipice, deſerves to meaſure the Height 
Fit by the Fall; and if he breaks his Neck, 
ho will not rather laugh at his Misfortune 


PaFan pity it? 

WW of IV. 

6 | 
Had God tied up our Happineſs to harder 


onditions, he had not over-rated it. For 
lwe can either do or ſuffer in time, bears 
Proportion with an Eternal Reward ; 


D.2::- though 
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though he be our Maſter, he has behaved hiner 
ſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an inv. 
dulgent Father. For he has drawn up ArtiBipai 
cles ſo advantageous for. us, that we mulfhro 
be mad to complain, either of Circumventiohou 
or hard Dealing: He requires nothing buflonſ 
Love and Obedience. Now who can ihe k 
Reaſon refuſe to love an Infinite Beauty? a 
to obey an Omnipotent Power ? We pay hig Nou 
Love and Obediencg, by keeping his Con, 
mandments, which Are only hard to thoſſilis 
that reſolve to tranſgreſs em. Et mandatSort: 
ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, they are fo agreſſled 
able to Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon out hi 
Nature, before we can violate 'em, and a A 
moſt ceaſe to be Men, when we begin to Menu 


Sinners. In a Word, to be happy in hate 


next World, we muſt be vertuous in thiturn 
Vertue is your Duty, Neander; and if yaſſſelve 
practiſe it ſeriouſly, twill prove your Planto 
ſure. For God has fo interwoven our Df P 
ty with our Satisfaction, that it's unpoſlilÞrea' 

or a Man to be innocently unhappy. and 


nf 

V. 2 Co 

Though Vertue be an Excellent Thing, ſtars 
may be abuſed. It lies within the Reach our: 
Fancy, Illuſion, and Miſapplication; thqPolit 
1s falſe Vertue as well as an adulterate Cpraiſ 
And as the Lacedemonians trickt up tn 01 
Gods in the Spartan Dreſs; ſo oftentinfpf ( 
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ſen model Vertue by their own Paſſions. L 
have ſeen a moroſe Zealot eternally harangue 

gainſt the Corruption of the Age; all was 
yrong, all vicious that croſs d his four Hu- 
nour. One would have thought God had 
onſtitured him Inſpector- General of Mankind; 
e kickt and flung after ſo unchriſtian a rate, 
was dangerous to come within his Reach. 
Mow, though Scripture and Reaſon call this 
in, he miſtook it (good Man) for Vertue. 
His Error was Proof againſt Homily and Ex- 
ortation- You might have ſooner perſua- 
led him out of his Chriſtian Name, than out 
ff his peeviſh Humour. 

As I eſteem nothing more than true and 


to Npenuine Vertue, fo I abhor a Hypocrite. 1 
n tiſhate thoſe Mountebanks of the Spirit, who 
| thifturn Piety into a Trade; who pray them- 


elves into Livings, and whine themſelves 
Into Reputation; who practiſe Humility out 
df Pride, and Charity out of Spight; who 
reach up the moſt ſevere Morals in publick, 
and condemn em in private; whoſe Zeal is 
enſure, whoſe Juſtice is Intereſt, and Piety 
Cover to Vanity. I have heard theſe Tar- 
ars laſh the World to Exceſs, whilſt they 
Fourted it to Extravagance : They extolled 
Politude, yet were always in Company, and 
Wraiſed Vertue, when they practiſed Vice. 
In one Word, this Race of Men 1s a Medly 
df Oppoſites, humble without, and proud 
D 2 with- 
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within; arrogant to Exceſs, and on Occaſi. 
ons ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure; all Fire, and 
all Smoak; Saints in Appearance, and Sin- 
ners in Effect. 

Others place Dagon and the Ark on the 
fame Altar. Like Febu they blend Good with 
Evil, Adore God in the Temple, and Golden 
Calves in Dan and Bethel: Sometimes they 
are all Spirit, ſometimes all Body Now, they 
regs their Senſes with a Thouſand Ragouſts 
of the moſt refined Lewdneſs: By and by 
they feaſt their Souls with the moſt high- 


ſeaſaned Piety : One Day they ſurfeit with 


Faſting, another with Feaſting : Yeſterday 
they were tired with Kneeling, to day wath 
Dancing: They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, ne- 
ver a Play: If you ſee a Prayer-Book in 
their Hand, you may ſwear there is a Lam- 
poon in their Pocket: And if the Bible lies on 
their Desk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; 
{o that they are half a Saint, and half Devil, 
but all Monſter. I knew-a He-Devotee, who 
wou'd ſpeak ſo feelingly of the Excellency ot 
Chaſtity, one would have taken him for 1 
Baptiſt; yet at the ſame time he entertain d 
a Miſs in a Corner; and though on Sunday 


he appear'd in the Church with Reſpect be 
fore the Lord, all the Week he paid Homage 
to the Lady: This is not Vertue, but an Ole» 
of Vices This is to worſhip God as the Sol- 
diers did our Saviour, with Outrage and 

Blaſphemy. 
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Blaſphemy. You may eaſily infer, that the 
Duty of a Chriſtian obliges you to deteſt and 


abhor ſach a Conduct, but not to 1mitate it; 


one Defect tarniſhes Vertue. Bonum ex inte- 


gra cauſa, malum ex quolibet defectu. 


That Man is truly Vertuous, who is nei- 
ther proud in good Fortune, nor abject in 
bad; who deſires nothing but Heaven, and 
fears nothing but Hell; who avenges Affronts 


| with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon; 


who is ſevere to himſelf, and eaſie to his 


| Neighbour; who ſpeaks well of all but him- 


ſelf; and never pardons his own Defetts, 
nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a Word, 
Neander, Do good and fly from Evil, is the 


| Sum of your Duty. This is Vertue in Short- 


Hand, PFerte&tion in Epitome, and Heaven in 
Reverſion. wr 


That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt 
Importance, that immediately belongs to 
God; he is our Maker and our Sovereign, 
we are indebted to his Power for our Being, 
to his Goodneſs for our Converſation, from 
him we expect tue Reward of our Vertues, 
and the Puniſhment of our Vices. Return 
him therefore a thouſand Thanks for the Fa- 
yours you have received from the firſt Mo- 
ment of your Creation; you can't begin the 
9 too ſoon, you can't re- 
peat it too often, becauſe you can never 

D 4 thank 
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thank him enough; reſpe& him as your Fa- Ito ſi 
ther, ſerve him as your Maſter, and fear to G 
him as your Judge; neither forget his Kind- 411 3 
nefs in Proſperity, nor blaſpheme his Con- T. 
duct in Adverſity: He is no leſs amiable of v 
when he frowns, than when he ſmiles ; when flhoyw: 
he wounds, than when he heals. And there- Nenc 
tore kiſs the ſacred Hand that ſtrikes, as well f;{5o1 
as that which ſtroaks you: He always de-fives 
{igns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs and fyithj 
Impatience you turn his Bleſſing into Curſes; Rent 
and then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn{his 
your own. Peave 
Ah! Neander, a thouſand, thouſand times ſffect 
happy is that Man, who flings up all his Con- ion 
cerns into the Hands of Providence, and ties as in 
up his Deſires to the Laws of Obedience; he] Ne. 
carries in his Breaſt a little Paradife, and aſthin 
Heaven in Proſpect; he fits above the reachſble i 
of Fortune, and beholds with an Air of Un-Fhan ! 
concernedneſs under his Feet, all thoſe E/ 
Storms and Tempeſts that daſh in Pieces off houg 
ther Mens Felicity; he neither deſires goodfo bla: 
Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment; he opensbſten 
his Door no leſs chearfully to Want, than tom ſo 
Abundance : I. Fine; he knows, that Comounte 
mand is God's Prerogative, and Submiſſionpuſilla. 


his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more ſo ip ro f 

lid, a more ſincere Satisfaction, than neitheſpeity, 

to langnifh under the Torments of HopeSwn Fe 

nor to ſink under the Billows of Deſpair, thaij Thor 
10 
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Ito ſubject our Appetite to Reaſon, and this 
r God, our Ommpotent Maker and Merci- 
ful Redeemer ? 1 
This Submiſſion raiſes Man to the Height 
e got Vertue and Happineſs: For whoſoever 
n Iboyys his Neck to the ſweet Yoak of Provi- 
" (dence, neither amuſes his Thoughts with 


ll iſionary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he 
& Wives on his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires 
d Ewithin the Compaſs of his Power; he is eon 
3 kent with the Portion God has aſſigned him: 


mrhis he holds only in Fee, and is ready to 


leave 1t at the firit Command. He neither - 
effects to be leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Sta- 
n-Fion ; he would be juſt as he is, becauſe God 


” as made him ſo. 
e 


| 2ſhing in Theory and Speculation, but impoſ- 


Neand. This State of Indifference is a fine 


clifible- in Practice, and is rather to be wiſht, 


han hoped for. 


oſe Enſeb. Pray remember, that deſponding 
Thoughts only ſerve to pall the Spirits, and 
odſo blaſt generous Reſolutions. Things are 
NSÞtten impoſſible, becauſe Cowardice makes 
km ſo: Check Fancy, and you'll not en- 
mMfounter thoſe Difficulties in the Practice, 


jon uſillanimity and Non-Experience . conjure 


Op to fright you. For God is no Epicurean : 


helDeity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his 
P*wn Felicity, that he has no Leiſure to caſt 


ay 


na Thought on the Concerns of poor Mortals 
tc D 5 below : 
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below : No, no, Neander; his Providence 
is as boundleſs as his Being; he did not de- 
veſt himſelf of the Government of the 
World, when he had made it ; he can't ei- 
ther forfeir his Title to the Adminiſtration 
of the Univerſe, or abdicate it. ThatHand 
which made all Things muſt of Necetlity 
continue em, otherwiſe they'd make a ſpee- 
dy Exit, and ſink into their primitive No- 
thing He has aſſigned every Being its Station; 
even the Vorm and the Piſinire, he ſets em 
their Task, teaches em to work, and through 
a: thouſand Labyrinths leads all things to 
their perfect Ends. Now certainly, he that 
created all ſublunary Beings for Man, cannot 
be thought to withdraw his Care from him, 
as if he were below his Love or Concern : 
No, no; he counts the Hairs of his Head, 
and regiſters his Steps in the Folio of his Om: 
niſcience. 

Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can't 
wait upon us with an ill Deſign. He ſtands 
over us as a Guardian, not as a Spy; as a 
Friend, not as an Enemy; he conſiders our 
Conſtitution, and pries into all Circumſtan- 
ces, that he may time his Favours, and ſo 
enhance their Value, by adapting em to our 
Neceſſities. 

As his Goodneſs aſſures us he means well, 
ſo his Wiſdom gives us Security and Caution, 
that he can't be deceived in the mo of 

thoſe 
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thoſe things he deſigns for us; he can't give 
us a Stone for a Loat, nor a Scorpion for a 
Fiſh, nor Poiton tor a Medicine: So that we 
are ſure on the one {ide, that nothing betals 
us unawares, but either by his Permithon or 
Command; and on the other, that he either 
permits or commands it for our Good; and 
that it will certainly prove ſo, unleſs we de- 
feat his charitable Deſigns, by Impatience or 
Blaſphemy, and by a ſtrange ſelf- creative 
Power turn his Bleſſings into Curſes. Now, 
what Misfortune can make Impreſſion on a 
Mind ſo ſtrongly fenced? It will ſtand the 
moſt fiery Trial, without an Ob, without a 
Wry Face , tor it has both Faith and Reaſon 
to ſupport it? And then he that will weep, 
that has ail the Reaſon in World to laugh, 
muſt be fond of Tears, and in Love with 
Torment. | 

It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Pra- 
ctice: We ſnarl at Providence, we diſpute 
his Orders, and burleſque his Decrees; we 
ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his gen- 
tle Hand, and turn our ſelves into all the 
Poſtures of Impatience; we neither receive 
his Favours with Thanks, nor Correction 
with Patience. 

But this irrational Conduct argues much 
Peeviſhneſs and more Infidelity. For theſe 
People muſt either doubt of his Power, or 
dare not truſt his Goodneſs; and then they 
deny both by Illation. Ay) 
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Ah! Dear Neander, commit your Concerns 
to the Management of God; ask no tempo- 
ral Bleſſing, but with a fiat voluntas tua; re- 
fuſe no Affliction; receive that with Grati- 
tude, this with Reſignation; and if you can't 
deſire Croſſes, at leaſt accept em, and re- 
member always, that thoſe things often prove 
2 prejudicial we pray for, than thoſe we 

ear. 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Re- 
gion to our ſelves, our Deſires fly not only 
before Reaſon, but Reflection; ſo that we 
are ſo far from · knowing what is good for 
us, that we know not what we would be at: 
Aur Fancy over- ſhoots Nature, and (like a 
Fool's Paradiſe) repreſents Objects in bor- 
rowed Colours and falſe Shapes: Deluded 
therefore by vain Glaſſes and deceitful Opricks, 
we dote by Hazzard, and hate at Random ; 
we embrace a deformed Leah for a charming 


Rachel; court Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſe- | 


ry. But God, who built our Fabrick, knows 
our Conſtitution ; he dives into our Tem- 
per, and comprehends all thoſe things we ei- 
ther eagerly purſue, or paſſionately fly from ; 
he ſees the Employment of titeſe will convey 
us to Eternal Felicity, and the Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe into Endleſs Torments. He therefore 
gives what we feared, and refuſes what we 
deſired. Now, is it not a Kindneſs to 


be thus mercifully cruel ? Is it not a Favour 
| to 


y us 11 
Befo 
dece 
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to baulk our Pretenſions? and a real Misfor- 
tune to be fortunate? | 


VII. 

We can never withdraw our ſelves from 
God's Immenſity : He reigns in Hell no leſs 
than in Heaven ; he exerciſes his Juſtice a- 
mong the Damned, and his Mercy among 
the Bleſſed ; he dwells in Woods, and walks 
in Cities; he retires with us into Soli- 
tude, and accompanies us in Converſation ; 
he is in all Places, and ſees all Things ; he 
fathoms our Deſires, he counts our Words, 
he ſcans our Actions, and reads our 
Thoughts. 

Imprint this Truth with indelible Chara- 

Qers in your Memory, and recommend it 
to your daily Conſideration, *twill teach you 
both Caution and Reſpect; *twill curb the 
liforderly Sallies of Nature, and bind your 
Paſſion to it's good Behaviour. You will not 
dave the Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds of 
Duty, nor ſcarce be tempted to tranſgreſs it. 

ature, I confeſs, is unruly, twill run away 
ith us, unleſs we keep a ſtrong and watch- 
ul Hand over it; but then the very Thought 
hat God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe 
lames of Paſſion, that dim Reaſon, and hur- 
y us into Tranſgreſſions. 

Before a grave Man we dare not fall into 
decency ; his very Preſence gives a Check 


to 


> 
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to Appetite, and ſtops Senſuality in its full F _.. 
Career: So that Lewdneſs and Debauche- F tu 
ry are forc'd to retire, and give Place to in 
hame. * 
Who violates the Law in the Face of Au- pi. 
thority, that has both Will and Power to re- Re 
venge the Contempt, gives an evident Proof, 
that either Life is uneaſie to him, or that he I jg 
is not compos mentis, and by Conſequence de- ff uit 
ſerves Bedlam rather than mn. Yet hu- I pat 
man Juſtice acts in a narrow Sphere; it I jj. 
reaches but to Life, and can't purſue the Cri- I he: 
minal beyond the Grave. If therefore the 

Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of | < 
Death, have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, I Hor 
as to cool the Fire of Paſſion, to diſcounte- | ,,, p 
nance an unbeſeeming Sally, and to repellſ his 
any Aſſault upon our. Vertue; certainly, a f it ;,, 
ftrong Perſuaſion, that God is preſent, that the. 
he looks on us to crown our Vertues, and to] Eter 
chaſtiſe our Vices, can't be leſs efficacious; gf h 
for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls andi hut 
Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into no- ſtice 
thing, and thoſe into Hell; we may baffle hu- yen. 
man Juſtice, either by Flight, Money, or Obed 
Favours, but we cannot fly out of God's Do alas 
minion; his Anger can neither be appeaſedzyake 
with Bribes, nor ſoftned with Tears, noſbewite 
overcome with Entreaties. 323 
Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Fait 
continually Beholds this dreadtul Majeſty ho 


verint 
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vering about him, with the Reward of Ver- 
tue in one Hand, and the Sword of Revenge 
in the other, will take Gare of his Behavi- 
our, and not fell his Innocence for a Fleet 
Pleaſure in Hand, and Eternal Torments in 

" | Remainder. Let me therefore once more in- 

„treat you (by all that is Dear, by all that 

is Sacred) to carry this Conſideration along 

wich you in all your Buſineſs, in all your 

- | Paſtimes, it's Company will neither be trou- 

t bleſome nor expenſive, but I ain ſure it will 

be advantageous. 

le VIII. ; 

ol} God's Infinite Greatneſs entitles him to 

S, | Homage, and our Dependance calls upon us 

e. to pay it: We cannot acknowledge too ſoon 

ll] his Authority, becauſe we cannot reſpect 

Ait too much: We are the Work of his Hands, 

ty the Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be 

 tOF Eternally that of his Love or of his Hatred; 

s of his Love, if we execute his Commands; 

nd but of his Hatred, if we tranſgreſs em. Ju- 

NJ ftice therefore and Gratitude; Hope of Hea- 

hu- ven, and Fear of Hell, preach Vertue and 

olf Obedience to his moſt holy InjunCtions. Yet 

Don alas! this Voice of Thunder is not able to 

ale wake our oung Gallants. ( Like ſomany 

noſbewitehed Sampſons) they ſleep in the Boſom 

f faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull 'em into 

allfyleating Trances, imaginary Delights, to 

hopplunge em into real Torments. One would 

Tim think 
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think they either disbelieved a future State, 
they are ſo unconcerned for the preſent; or 
that they had a Patent to do ill; or at leaſt 
an Aſſurance of Pardon and Repentance. 
Their Study is to learn Sins ; their Employ- 
ment to commit em, and grand Diverſion 
to applaud their Impieties. Tell theſe de- 
Inded Creatures they walk over Precipices, 
and ſport on the Brink of Deſtruction : 
That to live a Debauchee, is to die a Repro- 
bate. They anſwer your Charitable Admo- 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very 
coldly reply, That Youth was made for 
Pleaſure, and Old Age for Repentance. 
Good God ! that Men of Wit and Parts 
ſhould ſo wretchedly fool themſelves into 
Ruin. Were our Souls nolonger lived than 
our Bodies, did they ſink into nothing when 
we ceaſed to breath, that Atheiſtical Rant, 
Ede, bibe, gaude, cras moriemur, would not 
be quite unreaſonable. Could we look into 
the Future, and read our Deſtiny, could we 
caſt up a Horoſcope of our Death, as Aſtro- 
logers do of our Life ; were we ſure that 


cras moriemur, we might equip our ſelves to 
to Hell; and make to | 
morrow as great Preparations for Heaven. 


Day for a Journe 


But alas! we dwell in a Region, where Cer- 
tainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertainties, 
that though we know we mult die, yet we 


are as ignorant of the Time, Place and Man- 
5 ner, 
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ner, as the Child unborn. Perchance Di- 
vine Juſtice my arreſt us in the very Heat 
of our Lewdneſs : it may drag us from the 
Stews to Judgment : The firſt time we cloſe 
our Eye-lids may be the laſt: We may only 
ſleep in this World to wake in the next; we 
may only open our Eyes to ſee ſtrange 
Flames, and retura to our Senſes to feel 
em. 

Sudden Deaths are not Miraculous. The 
Bills of Mortality aſſure us they are too or- 
dinary: But theſe Accidents ſurprize your 
Debauchees oftner, than thoſe who live 
within the Bounds of Temperance and Mo- 
deration. They over- charge Nature with 
continual Exceſs, and ſet all the Humours of 
the Body in an Uproar: And how eaſie is it 
ſor theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and Tu- 
mult, to crowd in upon the Heart? or to 
fly up to the Brain? or to impede the play- 
ing of the Lungs, and on a ſudden ſtop Re- 
ſpiration? 

But though God ſnould deal more merci- 

lly with theſe Men than they deſerve, tho 
he ſhould give em both Time and Leiſure to 
repent, it's ten to one they Il die in their Sins, 
and carry into the next World thoſe Crimes 
hey committed in this. 

For two things are neceſſary for a tho- 
ough Repentance ; God's Grace, and Man's 
o- Operation; without that we cannot re- 
pent, 
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pent, and without this he will not pardon. | cu 
If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome no 
be greater at threeſcore, than at twenty, and I fg; 
Grace be leſs, it's odds they ll not repent at] Rx, 
threeſcore, but that certainly will be greater, of 
and this infallibly will be leſs : Therefore gg, 
it's odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe} 1 
unfortunate Gentlemen will vaniſh into] it ; 
Smoak, and end in eternal Deſpair and Pu- in 
niſhment. 1 : : Pri 
| T prove the Difficulty will certainly beſ no 
greater. Philoſophy and Experience teachſ ceiv 
us, that a frequent Relapſe into any Diſorderſ ask 
ingenders a Habit, (that is) a Facility andj x 
Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions his! 
And this takes it's Force from the Frequencyf and 
of the Practice: For though in natural Prof ont 
ductions there is a certain Point of Growth toge 
and Perfection, yet in Morals there is noff thof; 
ſuch Term; both vicious and vertuous Hf term 
bits may go on in infnitum: Hence it hap Surp 
pens, that an inveterate Cuſtom twiſts and pzz1 , 
winds it ſelf into our, very Nature; it finky invei 
into our Bones, and enters into our Conſtiſ time 
tution. Now, if all the frightful Reproach ling 
es of Conſcience, all the Calls of Grace, th our g 
diſmal Proſpect of thoſe Shades below, thq Rive. 
charming Allurements of Heaven above, welY neſs t 
too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone; wil refuſi 
they ſilence the Clamors of mutinous Paſſi parde 
ons, curb the Violence of Nature 1 bis) h 

| ULtoug 
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n. | Cuſtom, and inflamed with ill Habits? No, 
ne 8 no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit, (like a Load- 
nd ftone armed with Iron) draws ten times 
at Þ ſtronger. He who groans under the Weight 
er, of a Feather, will fall under that of a Mill- 
ore ſtone. | 
eſe] Now, as ill Habits byaſs Nature, and make 
Wy it more impetuous, and leſs governable ; ſo 
Pu · in our Suppoſition, Grace the chief active 
Principle, is leſs. For Grace is a free Gift, 
beF no Debt, aliter Gratia non eſſet; we muſt re- 
achſ ceive it as a meer Benevolence, and cannot 
der ask it as our Due. ” 
md Ts it probable God will pour down upon 
NSF his mortal Enemies theſe Streams of Favour 
ICY and Beauty, as plentifully as on his Friends? 
10 on thoſe who blaſpheme him twenty Years 
vtlh together, as on thoſe, who adore him? on 
N thoſe, who abandon their Duty out of a de- 
terminate Malice, as on thoſe, who fall by 
Surprize? It's certain he will not: For God 
will not be laught at , and can the Wit of Man 
invent a more compendious, and at the ſame 
time a more biting Rallery, than by tramp- 
ling under Foot this Divine Gift, that coſt 
thJour great Redeemer Torrents of Sweat, and 
thq Rivers of Blood, than by making his Good- 
er neſs the Ground of our Ingratitude? than by 
willrefuſing to repent, becauſe he is prone to 
aff pardon? If God be Jult, (as certainly he 


bis) he'll ſtop the Conduit of his Mercy, and 
tog rain 


64 A Gentleman inſtruited, &c. 
ram down a Deluge of Maledictions on thoſe 
rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, 
and turn his greateſt Attributes againſt#his 
own Breaſt. | 
| Neand. What you ſay (as to the main) is 
true; but give me leave to tell you, there is 
a daſh of Hyperbole in your Diſcourſe: 
Man's Malice can't weary God's _— ; he 
can pardon more Sins than Man 1s able to 
commit; nay, and will, if we fling our ſelves 


at his Feet, and fue for Mercy. A contrite 


Heart, Euſebius, is a moving Spectacle, it dif- 
arms God's Juſtice, and melts it into Mer- 


cy; and as he receives thoſe Prodigals that re- 


turn, ſo he furniſhes em with Grace for their 
Voyage. | 
uſeb. Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs 
down Man's Malice; our Obſtinacy can't 
tire his Mercy; he'll give both Pardon and 
Heaven to thoſe who ask 'em ; his Word 
ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But 
then, where has he promiſed that invete- 
rate Sinners ſhall ask Pardon? It's true allo, 
that the moſt profligate Debauchees have 
Grace ſufficient to work Repentance. But 
what ſignifies a Power to do good, with a Will 
to do Evil? There is not a damned Soul in 
Hell, that did not once find it ſelf in the ſame 
Circumſtances. Is it leſs miſerable, becauſe 
once it might have been happy? Alas! this 
{ad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their 
| Deſpair 
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„ | Deſpair, becauſe it repreſents their Miſery, 
together with their Folly, the Sole Cauſe of 
is their Misfortune. 40 

Mean. Pray, Euſebius, don't diſgrace God's 
is | darling Vertue, Mercy; nor condemn poor 
is | Sinners to the worſt of Torments, Deſpair. 
: | Whilſt there is Life, there is Hope. They who 
je never thought of Pardon in their Lives, found 
to it at their Death. What? he who died for 
es Man; can he have the Heart to damn him? 
te | The very Thiet on the Croſs, though aban- 
f | doned by Men, was careſs' d by his loving 
r- | Saviour ; and for one humble memento mei, 
re- received Mercy in this World, and Paradiſe 
ir | in the other. 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) 
sI am not for graſping an Immenſity, nor for 
bt — Bounds to an infinite Being; I 

now God's Mercy is above the Skies: 
rd But then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs ; 
ut | judicio ejus abyſſus multa. We can't take the 
te · Height of that, nor fathom the Depth of this. 
fo, | They are both equal, (i. e.) infinite; nay, 
ve | they are the ſame thing: For Juſtice is Mer- 
Zut 25 armed with Revenge, and Mercy is Ju- 

ice, diſpoſed to Pardon: Why then ſhould 
in] we dread it in one Dreſs, as well as dote 
me on it in the other? I am not for caſting Men 
uſe] into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt of Tor- 
this] ments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and 
heir the moſt irrational: This antedates Dam- 
air nation, 
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nation, and gives us over to Execution be. fa: 
fore God has pronounced the Sentence. To Th 
damn your ſelves out of a Fear of being Say 
damned, is the Top of Madneſs; the no wo 
plus ultra of Frenſie: To think my Salvation I He: 
impoſſible, is to make it ſo; not to hope for Þ & 

Heaven, is the next Way to loſe it. But I Par 
then if I hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumption; I mir 
if that leads us to Hell by a direct Line, this I ſeat 
does the Buſineſs as efhicaciouſly. For can wit! 
we outrage our great Maſter more, than Wh 
when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our I his 
Lewdneſs? and build the Babel of our A- I ſom. 
bominations upon his Goodneſs? and our he u 
Crimes upon his Mercy? Is not this to ſport I to « 
with Majeſty? to rally Authority? and to] with 
play with Goodneſs ? And pray what Diffe- his 
rence is there between deſpairing of Mercy, faſtr 
and burleſquing it? This impious Mirth, a M 
(Neander) will once end in Sorrow, and] T7; 
theſe Peals of Laughter, in gnaſhing of Teeth: AQ 
But becauſe our Libertines put a great Streſs] Merc 
on the good Thiet's Converſion, and fan were 
ſie their Deaths will reſemble his, no leſs thanſ knou 
their Lives; twill not be amiſs to examineſ as to 
the Point. — me t 

Firſt. St Bernard tells us, that this Thief ther 
Converſion is the only Example (to be found forty, 
in Scripture) of a deterred Repentance thai from 
was ſucceſsful. Bur, with Submiſſion ; St. Berſ the ri 

nard miſtook in the Calculation: For thiſ an Ey 
| = wa 


Und 
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was not properly a deferred Repentance. The 
Thief anſiver'd the firſt Call of his agonizing 
Saviour; the firſt Glance of his Sacred Eyes 
wounded his ſinful Soul, and melted his hard 
Heart into Love and Sorrow. 

Secondly, The Thief received Pardon and 
Paradiſe : But what did he to deſerve this 


: I miraculous Favour ; He adored Chriſt, not 


ſeated on a Throne of Glory, but covered 
with Shame and Infamy, torn with 
Whips, pierced with Thorns, outraged by 
his Enemies, forſaken by his Friends: Beſides 
ſome ſay, Life was offered this Malefactor, if 
he would deny Chriſt: But he choſe rather 
to die with him, and for him, than to live 
without him. So that now the Cauſe of 


Ibis Death was changed, and he who was 


faſtned to the Croſs a Robber, expired on it 
2 Martyr. ; 
Thirdly. God ſealed his Pardon; but this 


AQ of Grace was granted on the Day of 


Mercy; and yet of ſo many Sinners that 


an were Spectators of this bloody Tragedy, we 


know but this Thief, who was ſo tortunate 
as to ask Pardon, and to receive it. Tell 
me then, Dear Neander, ought we not ra- 


Icher draw Motives of Fear from the Mis- 


fortune of thouſands, than of Preſumption 


that from the good Luck of one? If you look on 


Ber 


this 


wi 


the right Hand of our dying Lord, pray caſt 
an Eye upon the left; and if you behold go 
the 
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the one ſide a Saint, you'll diſcover a Repro- nt 
bate on the other. Let therefore Gentlemen Con! 
learn Fear from the Damnation of the one, Ne 
as well as from the other a dangerous Se. Inon 
curity. And I counſel all Chriſtians to draw ſteqi 
this Concluſion from the different Deaths of ick 
theſe two Malefactors, that it's a Madneſs to Hea 
deſpair, and Temerity to preſume z; ws ef 
ne diſperes, unicus ne preſumas. 4 one 

Wherefore conſecrate the firſt Fruits offlef th 
Reaſon to God; you can't begin the Practice upon 
of Piety too ſoon, but may too late; Nature it are 
untainted with Vice may be wrought with eaſe 
into any Form, and caſt in any Mould. Its me 
a kind of tabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt That 
with the ſame Facility receives the Characters cauſe 
of Angel, and of Devil; but when once it's the U 
ſtained with Sin, when it's byaſſed by ill Ha- NObed 
bits, and worſe Principles, you will find i Ot 
ſtubborn and rebellious. Be not then ſo foo - rute: 
liſh as to prefer Danger before Security, andihethe 
to turn Pleaſure into Toil. Take Occaſionl!“ 
by the Fore-top, it quickly paſſes, and ſeldom ler t! 


returns. | Ot! 
X. tion, 


In ui 


Religion is the Ground-work of Salvati Tiber. 
on; and therefore you can't be too tender ene 
of a thing that ſo nearly concerns your eterna n Tu 
Happineſs. I recommend this Point to your tend. 

Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at pre 


{ent 
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ro. ent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of 
en Contempt, and I fear the Gentry have 2 


ge. Imonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters more 
aultequently in Diſcourſe; it's the vulgar To- 
offipick of Converſation, the Subject of our 
tofffHeats, the Source of Diviſions, and by 
efConſequence of our Misfortunes: Yet not 
one of a hundred knows the very Meaning 
offlet the Word, and not two in a thouſand agree 
ice upon the Thing; the very Ideas we have of 
are lit are wild and monſtrous. 
aſel 1 have heard with Indignation and Horror, 
reffſome Gentlemen pronounce ex Cathedra, 
of [bat Religion is a Grievance, no Duty, be- 
erz auſe it controuls our molt noble Faculty, 
the Underſtanding, and enſlaves us to blind 


its . 
Ja Obedience. 


Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and 
00 Proteſt, that Orthodoxy and Profit go to- 
malbether: So that in thoſe Mens Theology, 
ion cim, with a 10001 per ann. is more credi- 
ome, than Chriſtianity with 500. 

Others again confound Religion with Fa- 
(tion, and ſo to carry on a black Deſign ſtrike 
In with any Conventicle; they cry out for 
ati 2 of Conſcience, although they have 
den done for Reformation, though they delight 
* 1 and feign the Angel to play the 
ind, 


OUL 
Ire 


ent E Others, 


ne, ſgreater Hand in the Scandal, than the Com- 
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Others, like an abandon d Brat, drop it at tion 
Church-men's Doors, and fanſie it's a Mon- Hund 
ſter of their Begetting. Craft, (ſay they)ſGen 
Faggling and Intereſt brought it forth, whilſt por 
Superſtition and Policy maintains it. ter! 
But by theſe Gentlemens leave, Religion have 
is neither the Product of Spleen, nor the Mat 
Fruit of Imagination; it's neither a Statiſt fett 
Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention; it came can. 
from Heaven, and was planted on Earth byffiher 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and we mult either Wroo 
believe ir here, or burn for our Infidelitylafter 
bereafter He that believeth, and is baptized ill. 
ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, (k;all be Te. 
damned. 
Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and theyKCond 
will be received, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians 
The Apoſtle delivers the ſame Doctrine Mour 
Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. No 
without doubt God made Heaven for hi 
Friends, not for his Enemies: for thoſe whe 
pleaſe him, not for thoſe who contemn hed, 
Laws, and ſport with his moſt peremptor) 
Commands. Again St. Auguſtine tells us 
Ubi vera fides non eſt, nec poteſt vera eſſe ju 
ſlitia. But it's Frenzy and Illuſion to excels 
to fanſie, that a Man not truly juſt will be ad 
mitted into the eternal Joys of Heaven; i 
follows therefore very Juſtly that Salv: 


— —— 


e as —ä q — 


A Gentleman inſtruted, &c. 71 
at ion is a Chymæra out of Chriſt's Church, 
n- Ind by conſequence, that all thoſe Libertine 
y) Gentlemen, who play with Religion, and 
[i port with Faith, are in a fair way to deplore 
ternally their factious Impiety. I would 
on have em ſpend ſome cool Thoughts on the 
the Matter, and conſider ſeriouſly, whether a 
5 etty, Brutiſh, nay Atheiſtical Satisfaction 
me can counter vail a perpetual Miſery, and whe- 
byſther they would not give more pregnant 
her rroofs of Wit and Judgment by enquiring 
ity 7 the true Religion, than by lampooning 
ed, Wall. 
! beſl Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you 
walk by the Light of Reaſon, and frame your 
Conduct by its inviolable Maxims; that you 
anz either curſe God, nor wrong your Neigh- 
our; that you neither invade his Lands, 
zor impeach his Reputation; that your 
Hands are not dipt in Blood, nor your 
Tongue in Gall ; that you defile no Man's 
Bed, nor encroach on his Property. Theſe 
Negatives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, 
; uor place you in Bliſs. Faith muſt car- 
7 a Torch before you, otherwiſe you'll 
amble in the Dark, and wander in Error, 
ill the Flames of Hell diſplay the Miſtake, 
nd at the ſame time puniſh it. 

But do you think, Neander, that thoſe 
Men, who talk down Religion, and cry up 
Morals, are at the 3 greater Friends 

to 


ti0 
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to the one, than to the other? Alas! no; 
their Actions are as libertine as their Belief; 


and if we may judge by Appearance, they 
have no more of the Man, than of the Chri- 
ſtian. For whoever ſaw theſe mighty Advo- 
cates of Morals, theſe Aſſerters of Regula- 
Tity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Vertue, but 
when they actually condemn'd it in Practice 
J have often indeed heard you qualified De. 
bauchees talk moſt feelingly of Sobriety over 
Champaigne, of Temperance at a full Table: 
And I once met with a Proſtitute, that ex 
tolled Chaſtity like a Veal. You mult there 
fore, when you meet with infidel Moraliſts 
ſuppoſe, they only commend Vertue in Jeſt 
but practiſe Vice in good Earneſt, and that 
they are as far from enſlaving their Pailions 
to the Laws of Nature, as their Judgment 
to Divine Revelation. 

Take not Religion upon Credit; there ar 
in the World Teachers of falſe Tenets, : 
well as Coiners of falſe Crowns; and as yo 
bring theſe to the Touch-Stone, ſo you mu 
bring thoſe. To believe, you know nc 
why, is rather Stupidity than Faith; it's tt 
— 44 Religion, to lay it open to the weak 
eſt Aſſault of Schiſin and Hereſy. In fine 
to believe nothing, is Madneſs, and to be 
lieve any thing, Folly. He 1s truly happ 
who walks between theſe two Extreams, an 

neither believes too much nor too little. 


1 
hic 
preae 
Turk 
God, 
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X. 
The Religion you muſt embrace, is that 


-Yyhich Chritt revealed, and his Apoſtles 
FJreach'd: This may be denied by a few or 


Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, being 
God, he had Authority to command, and 


ve have an indiſpenſible obligation to obey ; 
Nor could he ſet up Impoſtures for Truths, 


or impoſe Fal ſhood under the Mask of divine 


Revelation. The Apoſtles indeed were Men, 


but inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently 
no more ſubject to Error, than the Divine 
Spirit that gave his Oracles through the Or- 
gans of their Mouths. 

This is a Summary of your Duty to God, 
that you owe your Neighbour ſhall be the 


Subject of our next Entertainment. In the 


mean time you muſt be my Gueſt to Day, 


pray refuſe me not the Favour. 


ſean. I am at your Command; but let me 
deſire you to give me theſe excellent Docu- 
ments in writing; they are too long to be re- 
member d, and too uſeful to be forgot. 
Euſeb. Ill comply with your Deſires, and 
at my Leaſure ſet down what I can call to 
Memory. 


E 2 ] DI A- 
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DIALOGUE IV. . ſti 


| Whether Gentlemen are obliged to practiſſ. ar 
Vertue. FEY | 


Q Carce was Dinner ended, but in came 
* Elentherius an Acquaintance of En ,, q 
e bius; he was a Gentleman of a worthy Fal. © 
* mily, and of an Eftate ſuitable to his Cha. 
* racter. Liberty and Pleaſure were his darf 
ling Paſſions; and I have heard him fay 
* he had rather want Grace than Wit, al{ 
though he had no great Proviſion of either 
He could not endure to be crowded wit 7 
Viſits, or yoaked in Ceremony, becauk: W 
ſuch Formalities entrench'd on Freedom 


and put Liberty under Conſtraint ; and toi "A 
** this reaſon he never went to Court: Fo! ? 
* he compared Courtiers to ſo many Slaves Da 
** who move in Fetters, and live tor others F 
not for themſelves; ſometimes to work d 7 


** down Labourers, more fit for Sleep tha 


* Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above p 
Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conc} * ©? 
* ence, ſo that his Name jumpt with his Hu Ti 
* mour ; his Religion was of the laſt Edition *® 
that is, Puritamſm cut on Independency, and A 
garniſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties 5 c 


& he aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith a 
* lone 
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lone, and therefore condemn d good Works 

as Heterodox, as Enchroachments upon Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, and Grievance to the Sub- 
* ject : Hence he hated Humiliation-Days, 
“and could never be perſwaded to faſt, till he 
* had regaled his Appetite. One Day he mo- 
ved that the Statute de comburendo Haretico 
* might be revived, and executed upon a 
all * Perſon, for ſaying that eftote perfect i was ad- 
Fl dreſſed to Gentlemen; he look' d upon it 
all © 484 ſcandalum magnatum, and a Clipping of 
d the Privilege of Peerage. In fine, he 
ar was of Opinion, that Fancy was the only 
“ Rule of a Gentleman's Faith, and Pleaſure 
that of his Actions. 


Euſeb. Ah, that may he, but of what 
Perſwaſion? For that Notion reaches a greac 
u way: There are Chriſtian Papifts, Chriſtian 
Turks, and Chriſtian Iufidels; and then there 
are Proteſtants, and True Proteſta nts, and in 
fine there are Et cetera Chri/tzans, with which 


of theſe do you convene ? 
E 4 Eleuthe. 
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Eleuthe. With all, and with neither, that 
is, I have drawn off the Spirits from each, 
and left the Caput mortuum behind; in ſhort, 
my Religion is new and modiſh: *Tis grin- 
ned at indeed by ſome, but practiſed by the 


greater and more witty part of the Nobili- 


ty; 'tis Reformation upon Reformation. 

Enſeb. Metal upon Metal is a Soleciſin 
in Herald), and why not Reformation upon 
Reformation in Religion? Butainder Favour, 
if general Practice hits right with the Pre- 
cepts of your Religion, they are Fly-blown; 
and were I diſpoſed to dogrel it, I would 
only gloſs upon that Text. Follow my Coun- 
ſel, Eleutherius; ſay common Prattice claſhes 
with its Maxims, or elſe you'll give too 
great an Advantage to Critiſm and Enqui- 
ry. For if what you ſay be true, your Reli- 
gion is without Fence, without Rampart, 
and a little Reaſon will batter the whole Fa- 
brick about your Ears; for when the Queſti- 
on is about good and evil, Prad ice ſtands on 
the wrong ſide. But, Sir, let us wave Diſ- 
pute; ſuppoſing you are a Chriſtian, what 
Harm is there in going to Church on a Fer ia? 

Eleutbe. What Harm is it to fink my Cha- 
racter, and fling up my arter? 

Euſeb. Why, Praying and good Works 
come not within the Statute of Treaſon, 1 
hope ? — 


Elentbr, 
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Elenthe. Take care, you may flip into a 
præmunire before you are aware. Liberty and 
Property are edged Tools now a days, few 
have meddled with them without a Scar, 

Euſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to 


„Day, but methinks the Subject bears no 


Railery. Prithee (Drollery apart) what do - 
you * by Liberty, Property and Premu- 
mre * 

Eleuthe. In ſhort then — are not 
tied up to Works of Supererogat bn, to Vertue, 
Perfection, and twenty other Niceties; all 
the World knows that Chriſtians are free- 
born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage of 
Precept and Ceremony. They date their 
Liberty from the Moment of their Baptiſm; 
and a Learn'd Clerk, let me tel] you, was 
of Opinion, that the very Ten Command- 
ments expired with the Synagogue. . Now, 
Sir, to bring Gentlemen upon their Knees co 
incumber their Liberty with Laws and Sta- 
tares, is to touch them in the moſt ſenſible 
Part. Engliſhmen will ſtand. for their Birth- 
right, and not give up tamely ſo conſidera- 
ble a Privilege; and if you ſtrive to wreſt 
it out of their Hands, you may perchance 
repent of the Attempt. You will have to do 
with Numbers and Power: and though 
Truth ſtands for you, if Force ſides againſt 
you, the Field will be loſt. 


E. 5 2 uſer 
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Enfeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Ven- 
geance. Nature at this rate, and Senſuality, 
are let looſe, and have a large Field to walk 
in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the World to 
baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all A. 
bominations; he may break through all the 
Barriers of Nature, Reaſon and Religion; he 
may cozen and murder not only with Impu- 
nit y, but alſo with Devotion. I would have 
you draw upa Petition againſt Gaols, Pillo- 
ries; and Execution; nay, it would not be 
amiſs at your next Coffee-Houſe- Aſlembly, to 
vote down: Hel! alſo as a Grievance to the 
free- born Subjects of the Covenant. 

Elenthe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd 
the Point, he has overſhot the Truth aud him- 
ſelf too; but Il maintain at leaſt, that Gen- 
tlemen are not bound up to what Divines call 
Fertue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries look 
well enough in a Canonical Caſſock, or 8 
Clergyman's Dreſs, but in Scarlet and Gold 
Lace, they. make a lean Figure, they walk 
in Embroidery, as little David did in Saul's 
Armour, very awkardly, and rather furniſh 
Matter for Diverſion, than for Edification. 

£Euſeb. Though this Theis has leſs of Scan- 
dal than the former, I am ſure tis equally falſe. 
For tell me, have not our Gentlemen and 
topping Mortals received from the Liberal 
Hands of God, a far greater Allowance ol 
Favour, than Vulgars ? 

8 17 Eleuthe. 
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Eleuthe. No doubt of it; NoMity it ſelf 
is a Favour of the firſt Claſs ; it raiſes a Man 
above the Crowd and Smoak of the World, 
it entitles him to Honour and Reſpect; the 
Prince moves here below, as the Sun does 
above in Glory and Magnificence; Gentle. 
men are Stars placed about him for Pomp, 
State and Ornament; beſides, Gentlemens 
Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
thoſe of a meaner Condition; their Com- 
plexion is more bright and ſprightly; their 
Air more polite; in fine, Nature is like 
Carvers, who ſlubber over thoſe Pieces that 
are condemn'd to Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe 
with the laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. 

Euſeb. You argue right for Me; but then 
you confute your own Theſis. For if Gen- 
tlemen have received more Favours than the 


Peaſant, certainly they are oblig'd in Honour 


as well as Duty, to make a more ample Re- 
turn of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince 
has raiſed one from the Degree of a Page to 
that of a Lord or Captain of his Guards, that 
he has at the ſame time flung in 12000, per an. 
to ſupport the Title, and ſet off his Digni- 
ty; has not this new dated Peer a more ſtrait 
Obligation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, 

than a Dray-man, that only enjoys the com- 


mon Protection of the Government? This is 


our Caſe to a Hair. You grant on the one 


Hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only and: 
the 
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the common and fundamental Duties of x 
Subject, but alſo under the additional Ties 
of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince; and on the 
other. you confeſs, that God has with greater 
Protuſeneſs pour'd out his Liberality on Gen- 
tlemen, than on Clowns and Tradeſmen ;why 
_-_ is not their Obligation greater to ſerve 
im? a 

Eleuthe. Their very Station and Rank, is 
their Patent of Exemption ; in ſhort, they 
have no time: For you muſt allow a Gentle- 
man. ten Hours tor Sleep, a Quarter for his 
private Aﬀairs; Two Hours to ſaunter from 
the” Stable to the Dog-kennel; Three for 
Dinner, and as many for Supper; almoſt 
Six. for the Tavern; Coffee-houſe and Thea- 
tre; ſo that you may ſee here remains no 
time for God and Vertue. 


Euſeb. Your Arithmetick, overbalances Ii 
your Chriſtianity. Is it not ridiculons, I. 
(I mean impious) to take the length of a Ib 


Man's Duty by his Practice, to argue from 
Fad to Right, and Subpene Tranſgreſſion 
to witneſs for the Breach of a Precept? You 


have carv'd out a Gentleman's Time exactly 


enough, but not juſtly ; and I doubt much 


whether he will ſtand to it in the next World | 
tho" he may perchance in this. God bids 'em þ 


watch and pray in the Goſpel ; and St. Paul 
in his Epiſtle recommends Sobriety and Cha- 


ſtity. Now I think Men ſeldom watch or 


Pra; 
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pray while they ſleep, and as ſeldom learn 
s} Sobriety in Taverns, or Chaſtity in Brothels 
&F or Morality in profligate Converſation ; tell 
me then not what Gentlemen do but what 
they ſhould do, which in ſhort is this: As 
JE they have but one Affair to manage, which 
eis their Salvation, fo all their Thoughts and 
 T Aftions muſt look that way; if any Motion 
SY warps from this Center, they ſwerve from 
their Duty; they muſt baulk Appetite, not 
e- gratify it; and either {title Paſſions, or fet- 
us ter em; they muſt be humble in Proſperity, 
MYand great in Adverſity, (i. e.) they muſt 
Or bear that with Moderation, this without 
ot Clamours or Impatience; they muſt rather 
el-Yforfeit their Lives than Conſcience, and poſt- 
no ¶ pone Pleaſure to their Duty. Theſe are the 
Offices of Gentlemen : For Men were plac'd 
ces in this World to cultivate Vertue, and to en- 
as, hoy the Fruit of it hereafter; tho' they la- 
a ſtbour and ſweat from the Cradle to the Cof- 
om n, to advance their temporal Concerns: 
ion they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their 
Happinefs; they are Strangers to themſelves, 
Hy nd only Guelis in their own Houſe; they 
uch firudge continually, yet do nothing, and 
d fre labonrioufly idle. Tell me not then of 
em Bleep, Viſits, Horſes, Hounds, Taverns, and Play- 
L Houſes; theſe things with ſome grains of Al- 
ha- Þwance, may be permitted Gentlemen as 
or kmuſements and Diverſions, but not as 
ay Buſineſs ; 
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Buſineſs; their Buſineſs, their grand Con- 
cern, and their only Concern, is God's Ser- } x 
vice, and their Salvation; and if they ſquan- p 
der the precious Moments of Time he has I K. 
afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the I , 
very End of their Creation. R 

Flenthe. You are warm, methinks, and D 
preſs very hard on Quality; but I ſuppoſe ¶ ou 
you are only in the Vein of Bantering, ¶ nc 
and intend to ſhew how well you can manage ¶ fix 
an ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation I ſer 
can ſometimes ſupply the Place of Reaſon La 
and Argument; thou art excellently quali- Re 
fied for the Pulpit; thou haſt Words and In- t 
vective at Command; prithee oft with thy ftr. 
Jump, and on with a Caſſock; thou wilt run me 
down Vice at an unmerciful Rate, and talkY Du 
Debauchery out of Countenance; no Sin not 
will ſtand thee, no Hereſy affront thee; but, Mo 
by the by, Euſebius, you are ſubject to fli 
as well as your Neighbour; and ſometime 
your Paſſion runs fo faſt, that it diſtance 
your Reaſon: For I think you grant that 
the bare Obſervation of God's Command 
ments will carry a Man to Heaven, wha proſ 
then have we to do with your Works of Su | 
pererogation, Mortification, and Auſteri 

ties? The very Word implies Counſel only 
not a Precept, and by Conſequence no Obli 
gation. ; 


E 
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Euſeb. J grant what you deſire, but then 

I mult add, that without theſe Works of Su- 
pererogation, as you call em, youll never 
Keep thoſe Commandments. You can t hit 
ea Mark unleſs you level higher. Gravi- 
ty ſinks the Arrow under the firſt Line of 
Direction in Spight of the Impulſe. This is 
le our Caſe, Nature draws towards the Center, 
3 no leſs than Weight; tis wanton and liber- 
3e tine, and loves to range in the Latitude of 
n ſenſual Pleaſure, not within the Compaſs of 
n Law and Regularity. Now if you looſe the 
li- Rein, and give it the whole Line of Duty 
n- to play in, twill break through that Re- 
hy raint and carry you beyond it. For let 
un me tell you, Appetite is not careſſed into 
Duty, but beaten into it, and Paſſions are 
not to be tam'd by Condeſcendence. Like the 
Mobile, the more Liberty you give em, the 
more they ask; they muſt be dieted and 
brought low, otherwiſe they Il fly in your 
Face. In fine, if you will not have em ask 
J what is unjuſt, refuſe em what is lawful ; be- 
ſides, Indulgence arms 'em, it gives 'em a 
Hag Proſpect of their own Power and your Wea- 
' kneſs ; and then if each ſingle one be a Match 
for a Gyant, who can reſiſt the whole Band 
drawn up in a Body? You boggle at great 
Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scru- 
ple or Remorſe ; you ſhut your Ears againſt 


Ihe inward Calls of God's Grace, and ſtrug- 
ue gle 
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gle with his Inſpirations. All theſe things 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker; they 
are Contempts and diſreſpects, though not 
Treaſons. In fine, they are Sins. Now, 
whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the Face 
without Horrour, will ſoon commit great 
ones with Pleaſure; for they are both really 
Sins, and mult be repented off; the Difference 
lies only in the Greatneſs on the one ſide, and 
in the Littleneſs on the other. When Aſar ius 
was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt 
not look the Enemy in the Face; their Gygan- 
tick Stature and Barbarous Aſpect cow d the 
Roman Bravery : But when they had beheld 
theſe barbarous Germans three Days from the 
Camp, their Spirits reviv'd, and their con- 
gealed Courage began to circulate through 
every Vein; they nct only fought 'em, but 
overcame. Juſt ſo a Man educated in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, cannot think of 
the Breach of a Commandment without 
trembling, without Convulſions; but then 
he ſlides into trivial Commiſſions : At firſt, 
a Damp riſes over his Stomach, he-1s o_ 
fick, uneaſie, he continues on his -Courle, 
and Conſcience begins 40 ſlumber ; it's Re- 
proaches are faint, it's Strings ſcarce percep- 
tible ; Cuſtom flings in 2Doſe of Opium, and 


then it falls into a Lethargy z and when Man 
is once arrived at this pitch of Inſenſibility 


he boggles at noImpiety ; he breaks _— 
j 0 "q 


tat io 
more 
ſtanc 
ſtand 


tear o 
ſcarce 
ther 
Luxur 


dies 
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God's Commands, and will ſoon ſtorm Hell to 
y BR atisfie Paſſion. From whence comes this, but 
t from your Principle, that Gentlemen are not ti- 
7, Rd up to Vertue, Patience, Humility? For, did 
e I fuch Gentlemen mortifie Appetite, and cruſh 
it Senſuality in the Cradle; did they place all 
ly I their Satisfactions in an abſolute Obedience 
de to their Maker's Will, and never allow Na- 
d ture and Senſes any Play- days, they would 
us not have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, 
| nor left all in common to Licentiouſneſs ; 
n- they had never made their Inclinations their 
he Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole Boundaries of 
1d Ytheir Actions: For that Aphoriſm is moſt 
he true, Nemo repente fit turpiſimus, no Body 
n- jumps into ill on the ſuddain; Negli- 
gh gence, and Diſtruſt weaken God's Com- 
zut Rmands,before we venture to break em. Now, 
ſuppoſing all Men are oblig'd to Vertue, it 
naturally follows, that this Obligation lies 
harder on Gentlemen. 

Firſt, They lie more in the Reach of Temp- 
tation, than People of an inferiour Rank; 
op- more in View of the Enemy; their Circum- 
|. ſtances then require Vigilance; they muſt 
Re- Iſtand Centinel, and place Out- Guards for 
ep - ear of a Surprize. A poor Man, that can 
andlcarce furniſh Neceſſaries for Life, has nei- 
anther the Means nor Thought to pamper 
iry-uxury ; Nature is work d down, and rather 
ueh$ues out for Reſt than Pleaſure, In _ 
od 2 
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he can ſcarce live, much leſs riot; Pride 
can't come at him, it muſt paſs through 
Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach him. 
Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to 
ſtoop ſo low, it loves not to lie on a Dung- 
hill, or ſleep on Straw ; and a man that dai. 
ly ſees and feels nothing but Want and Mi. 
ery, muſt be mad before he can be proud, 
or grow vain upon any fond. Preſumption: 
Beſides, Appetite is ſo kept under by Neceſ- 
ſity, that it can ſcarce crawl; its very De- 
fires reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 
Hunger; and Cloaths to fence off Cold, an 
veil Nakedneſs. No ill Object paſles through 
the poorMan's Eyes into the Heart; they dra 
in no Species but thoſe of Beaſts and Dung 
hils ; ſo that whatever they behold is eithe 
rebating or innocent. In fine, they are be 
low Temptation, and like a finall diſmantle 
Village, not worth ſeizing. But Gentleme 
ſand the Mark of every Temptation, th 
World, the Fleſb, and the Devil, ſeem to har 
enter'd a triple League againſt them; the 
are mark d out for a Slaughter and Sacrific 
they live in the midſt of Plague and infecti 
on, and can't take one Step without meeti 
Danger, nor breath without taking in Cor 
tagion; the World fawns on them; Paſho! 


revolt and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnal; 


them; fine Sights debauch the Eyes, Muſi 
the Ears, Ragon's the Taſte, Ding t 
me 
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Smell, and falſe Principles the Underſtand- - 
ing; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies 
put 'em in a Ferment ; ſo that a Gentleman 
1s beſet on all ſides; each Vice batters his 
Conſtancy, and aſſaults his Innocence. Now, 
what way can he come off wi:h Victory? 
He muſt raiſe Counter-Batteries, and diſ- 
mount thoſe Engines that play upon him; he 
muſt make a Sally, and face Pride with Hu- 
mility, Luxuxy with Continency, Intempe- 


| rance with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure 


with that of Duty: In Morals as well as Phy- 
licks Contraries alone defeat Contraries. 
Does not Nature tell us, as well as Experi- 
ence, that when the Attack is brisk and vi- 
gorous the Place will infallibly be taken, 
unleſs the Deſendant beat off Force with 
4 orce, and tire out the Aſſailants with Reſo- 
ution. 


Secondly. The Faults of the baſer ſort of 


y Mankind are Perſonal. They never ſpread ; 
1a'y ike an Apoplexy they ſtrike but one; the Miſ- 


chief ends where it begun, and one Life ſa- 
tisfies its Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes be- 
come univerſal, like the Plague they ſweep 
away whole Families, and drive Mortality 
and Deſolation before *em. For the Vulgar are 
an apiſh Generation, they live on Imitation, 
and are carried away by the Example of Great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of 
the ſuperior ; ſo that if a Maſter EI 

ices 


* 
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Vices among the Family, they are ſoon pick'd D 
up, and wore as Robes of Honour. For Ser- m 
vants that know their Fortune depends on a E 
Maſter's Smile, will not eaſily diſpleaſe him. Y 
They eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, poſe 
and ſtrike in with his Inclination: They ap- our 
plaud his Extravagancies firſt, and then adopt they 
them by Practice. And thus by this abomi- I our? 
nable erden Slaves oftentimes work 
themſelves into their Maſters Favours, and Mur 
not ſeldom into their Eſtates and Dignities. E. 
And then when Vice is fo extravagantly re- ©: 
warded, both with Eſtate and Pleaſure Prog 
when a Man can debauch himſelf into a com: I brin 
tent Fortune, without other Charges or dang 
xpence, than that of Conſcience, *tis odds Nun 
he'll venture on the Enterprize. Beſides, 
Sins ſupported with Eſcutcheon and Title lay 
paſs for Grandeur: jNay, and Vice at the 
Head of a pompous Retinue is often miſtaken} "9 C 
for Vertue. For the Vulgar judge by the 
Eyes, not by Reaſon; and whatever appears Chaj 
great, they conclude good, as if Glittering 
and Value were Synonymous. Who has 
ſpread this Illuſion through the whole Maſs 
of theſe Mortals, but the Nobility ? Gen- 
tlemen therefore, beſides the direct Obli- 


3 of Obedience they owe to God, they liefs 

ie under a collateral one of Charity toward Com 

their Neighbours, and by conſequence, their was 

Failings carry Scandal along with em, as well 1c. 
1 


1 
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Jas Diſobedience; ſo that every Crime they 
. commit, my be call'd Legion. | 
' | Eleuthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, 
m. you'll over-heat your Lungs, and diſcom- 
ir | poſe your Fabrick. Bur pray, Sir, under fa- 

'Evour, are Maſters Gaolers ex oficio? or muſt 
pt they be Bayl for their Servants good Behavi- 

Jour: 

1 Euſeb. No, but then they muſt not be their 
nd Murderers. 

ez Eleuthe. Why, I ſuppoſe you don't intend 
re. Ito caſt ſcandalous Retiexionsupon the whole 
re. Progeny of Matters ? Have a care, they may 
me bring an Action of Calumny againſt you; tis 
orl dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage with 
ids Numbers. 

Euſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I 
ſay you ſtab Souls; if this be not Murder, 
'tis ſomething worſe; and if our Laws take 
no Cognizance of it, God's do. 

Elenthe. What, Maſters muſt play the 
Chaplains to their Families, as N. N. did; 
they muſt on with the Surplics and Tippet, and 
preach to the Text of Fiſtbh, Beloved, is it 
ſo? Is our Brother gone aſl; ay? Tea verily to 
Perdition. : | 

Euſ. Laughing and Drollery, are great Re- 
liefs at a non · plus. I have often ſeen ſome in 
de Converſation, when their Stock of Reaſon 
was laid out, extream laviſh of ſuch Imperti- 
nencies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but 

preach 
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preach within your own Walls; at leaſt by fit fc 
Example: This is more perſwaſive than dam 
Words; tis within your Sphere, within Hare 
the Liberties of your Office and Obligation I ſequ 
too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own Abomina-· Chr 
tions under a cover; let them not take Air, I derf 
they'll fit more eaſie on your Conſcience, andi rem 
not entangle others; if you'll not couple fore 
together the Office of Chaplain and Maſter, Fol! 
don't that of Gentleman and Devil. ons 
Eleut he. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that E 
Gentlemen will not gain your good Will, Naben 
unleſs they put on Fetters, and fee their » 
Keepers. Slavery is not ſo valuable a Bleſ. Chee 
ſing, as to be purchas'd. People often buy E 
Liberty, but ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtandJthe 
forſooth upon Reſervedneſs and Cere- and. 
mony with my Lacquey or Groom, put aſlanct 
Reſtraint upon my Freedom, mure up myſed er 
Mouth, and ftifle mirth, or elſe cry out, fare t 
Jack, under Favour ! Or Pray be not ſcanda- Inot 2 
ix d! Is not this to put Fack in the Coach, I moſt 
and perch my Lord behind it? to place Jonſit. Y 
in the Parlour, and bind over Right Worſhip-Yon Gi 
ful to the Kitchen? In ſhort, Speculation andi Lau 
Theory may _ your Morals, Practice] Zu 
cannot. We hire Mens Service, not their you a 


Devotion. neithe 
Euſeb. Very well, according to your Ca ſ come 
ſuiſtry, Precedents vye the Standard off; at 


Right, and then in the ſame Figure and Aſodꝗſtation 
-- +0 


ut, 
da- 
Ch, 
on 
p- 
nd 
ice 
jeir 


Ca: 
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it follows plain enough, that becauſe Men 
damn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and we 


are eternally miſerable by Law. The con- 


ſequence is Logical enough, but not too 
Chriſtian. However, if Hell have ſuch won- 
derful Charms, run into its Embraces: But 


remember there is no Return; and look be- 


fore you jump, elſe you may condemn your 
Folly, but not amend it. Quick Reſoluti- 
ons are ſoon repented. 

Eleutherius aroſe in a Heat, and walked 
abont the Room, his Pulſe beat high, and 
one might read the Trouble of his Mind on his 
Cheeks. 

Eleut he. J love not thoſe ſevere Morals ; 
they cow the Spirits, disjoynt Converſation, 
and clog Freedom. Spleen begot 'em, Me- 
lancholy nurs'd 'em, and Envy recommend- 
ed em to the Pulpit. For, I find thoſe Men 
are the great Champions of Vertue, that are 
not able to be vicious; and thoſe declaim 
moſt againſt Pleaſure that are paſt enjoyin 
it. Yet theſe falſe Devotees will needs impoſe 
on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence as a 
Law for others. 

Euſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done 


you are ſtil] Maſter of your Practice, though | 


neither of us can command Principles; theſe 
come not within the Precinct of your Liber- 


offlty; are neither ſubject to Change or Alte- 
ſode 
it 


ration ; Semper idem, is their Motto. In a 
Word, 
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Word, Sir, I mould not my Diſcourſe tofhge 
an Humorift's Inclination, but to the Rulehye 
of Truth. Judgment and Conviction moveipp 
my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have imfſfry; 

ſedon you, unmask the Impoſture; if notÞh B- 
far good Humour run in it's ordinary Chan ank 
nel. To ſtrike in with a Patient's Diſeaſe hun: 
is not Kindneſs but Cruelty; and I believekonſ; 
you had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper witlP{ac 
Coloquintida, than to be ſent into the nexſhi der 
World with Fuleps. ri 

Eleuthe. It's true, but I would not be def 
barred of Elbow-Room, nor willingly fit i 
the Stocks, or be awed by a Groom or a Foot 
Boy. I would not bid Defiance to Conſci 
ence, nor War upon the Almighty. I an 
willing to condeſcend to an Agreement upon 
Honourable Conditions. Iſe is 

Euſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon termin, 
with your Maker! and Article with you, 
Creator? id eſt, youll vouchſafe to be hi Eng 
Servant, provided he takes off all Keſtrain 
from Nature, and give you leave to live 2 
Diſcretion ? Fye, fye, Eleutherius, you ar 
too weak to grapple with the Omnipoteniſd va 
when he commands you mult obey. ence 

Eleuthe. Right, when he commands; thtere(} 
Queſtion is not de pure but de facto, not hq tha 
ther he can command theſe Trifles you ſpokecies. 
of, but whether he has commanded em. F Ee 
in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topick of Veſflenth 

t 
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> tofftue and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what 
ulehve wou'd be at. For what one Country 
oveſhpproves, another condemns; and what de- 
im erves the Halter under one Elevation merits 
not Patent under another. The Lacedemonians 
anfrank'd ſubtil Thefts among the Vertues, and 
aſeſhun iſh d your clumſie Lurchers ; as if the Sin 
iereonſiſted in the Diſcovery alone. In other 
vithEPlaces it's an Act of Piety to feed heartily on 
nexſh deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable 
rime to deliver a Father over to the Mercy 
det Worms. | 
it i Fuſeb. What do you mean? 
oo El-athe. I mean, that Good and Evil, 
ſcihbt and Wrong, Vertue and Vice, lie much 
us: Fancy and Education; that Policy and 
POEnitom coin theſe. different Notions. Why 
lie is the ſame thing Good under one Aſeri- 
rm, and Evil under another ?, Popery in 
oute, France and Spain is voted Orthodox; 
hig Exgland Heterodox. Beyond Seas Faſting 
allFnd Celibacy are meritorious, in England 
e Melibacy is Rperſtitious vain and hypocri- 
aueal. So that in Concluſion, Goed and 
tend vary with the Climate, and by conſe- 
tence take their Being trom Imagination, 
 thiftereſt, or Civil, Authority, unleſs you'll 
widhy that all Mens Reaſon is not of the ſame 
pokhecies. | 
F Exſeb. No doubt, you have harangued ex- 
Veently on the Text o Libertiniſur; why 
[ F don't 


. 
. 4 
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don't you confound all Religions, as well as Hive 
all Actions? Sou 
Neand. I believe he does: For if Vertue fall. 
and Vice differ only in Name, Faith and In- ¶ che 
fidelity may eaſily be reconciled, and thenſ ef 
Mahbometiſm may put in as good PretenſionsI er 
to Revelation as Chriſtianity. nar; 
Euſeb. Prithee Eleutberins, talk no more off Hei 
Faith, of Church, of Religion; they Breath pruc 
ſmells rank enough to fly-blow Truth, and ji, 
to taint the Goſpel. ot 
Eleuthe. Adieu; my Buſineſs calls uponf,,7- 
me. Pray let our next Converſation be moreſſ}, + 
palatable. | both 
Euſeb. By all means; we'll talk of Vine we h 
Women, and Veniſon Faſties; theſe are pala ow 
table Topicks for Epicures and Scavingers 
but not for Gentlemen and Chriſtians. 
Eleuthe. Gentlemen, your humble Servan 
Euſeb. Your ſee, Neander, Eleutherius's uni 
yerſal Practice, drawn up in ſhort; cat 
Blindneſs, Stupidity and Madneſs ſoar hig 
er. Like crowned Victims theſe unhappy _ 
Creatures dance and ſing under the fat: 
Stroak without Concern, without Senſe « 
the Danger ! They laugh and droll one Mc i 
ment, and begin the next to weep eternallF: jate 
Oh Frenzy! They Poſt in full Speed in th: aw: 
broad Way to Perdition, and will needs Þ ,,, 
told they ſpar to Heaven! What NotioÞ fun 
have theſe Men of the other World, , his 
1 
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live ſo madly in this! Surely they fanſie the 
Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body 
ae falls into Duſt, and that they die like Beaſts, 
n- they live ſo like 'em. Yet theſe are your 
eng well-bred Gentlemen, your Men of Parts and 
SE Merit: And indeed one muſt have extraordi- 
nary Breeding to compliment our ſelves into 
Oo Hell; one muſt be witty to Madneſs, and 
OE prudent to Folly, to contrive our eternal 
nd Miſery fo efficaciouſſy. But ſeeing they will 
not profit by our Inſtructions, let us, Ne- 
008 ander, by their Stupidity: We'll leave 'em 
oro to rhemielves; their Vices can't damn us; 
I both Glory and Puniſhment are perſonal; 
neg we have made 2 Day's Work of it; to mor- 
laYrow we'll proſecute the ſame Subject. 


et... IA 


— — * 


DIALOGUE V. 


A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 
N at his Return to his Lodg- 


« ings, grew uneaſie and ſullen; the 
late Diſcourſe had alarm'd his Fears, and 
awaked his Conſcience, which began in 

ood Earneſt to call him to an Account, and 
flung before him an ungrateful Fournal of 
his Vices. The unhappy Gentleman was 
| F 2 un- 
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* unacquainted with ſuch Reproaches, he} 
& ſcarceunderftood the Language, and tound$:. 
* in himſelt no Inclination to learn ir. Hesl ,. 
thought he had treated Conſcience ſo ill. 1 
« it would not have the Confidence to re-. 
* turn; and indeed for ſeveral Years hel. 
« heard no News of it; which made himf« M 
* {uſpe& it was deceaſed, or had taken a Turn. 
to the Indies for Diverſion. « he 

** So that he knew not what to make off. 
< theſe unuſual Gripes, of theſe Aches of theſſ« vi 
* Stomach. At firſt he ſuſpected Euſebius hadf« * 
Intelligence with Satan, and cried out fore u. 
* a Divine and Exorciſm. For why (ſaid he) p. 
* can't Potions conjure up from Hell the De-. 
vil of Fear, as well as Phyltrums raiſe theſſ« er 
* Fury of Love? But he ſoon conie!s'd, theſſu ,, 
* Devil's Buſineſs was to deaden remorſe, note 40 
* to quicken it; to gag Conſcience, not toffſ« j 
* provoke it into Clamours and Reproaches J“ je 

* Though Euſebius had argued down theſſ« bu 
“ Gentleman's Underſtanding, he made ne , 
* Impreſlion upon his Vill; though this Fa yy 
culty be really blind, it affects Command 4 
and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Governmenſ an- 
< entail'd on Reaſon, when ever it's ſeconded a th. 
* by the rebellious Mobile of unruly Paſſions« the 
« Hence it comes that our 2 geneſl« an. 
rally ſtrikes in with our Inclination, and] ſte 
* ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt and u he, 


<* Pleaſure, 
* Elenth: 
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r Elentberius had been train'd up in the 
* wild Principles of Libertiniſm; and having 
* taſted the Sweetneſs of an uncontrouled 
„Liberty, he found in himſelf no Propenſi- 
on to enflave his Reaſon to the Rules of Re- 
* velation, nor his Fractice to the Laws of 
* Morality; wherefore he bribed his ill to 
* oyer-reach his Reaſon, and very eagerly 
* helpt on the Impaſture. His Endeavour 
proved ſucceſsful; for in Spight of Con- 
* viction he queſtioned the Arguments of 
* Enſebirs, and laid his late Deteat on the 
* Weaknels of his own Abilities, not on thc 
Force of his Adverſaries Reaſons : And 


no his Conſcience began to ſpeak in a low- 


* er Tone; it upbraided him with a fainter 
* Accent and a kind of Reſpe&; nor did he 
doubt but a ſecond Conference would ſend 
* 1t again beyond Sea; but he would not 
* leave che Cauſe to his own Management, 
* but pitch upon his Friends, a Barifter and 
* a Courtier, whom he ſuppoſed to be mighty 
* Wits, becauſe they laught at Piety to Scan- 
* dal. The Deſign was laid handſomly, 
and had a promiſing Aſpect; for though 
the Lawyer managed his ill Tongue, 
* the other was excellent at his Weapon, 
* and ſo might puſh on the Cauſe with a 
a _ Point, as well as with a brazen Fore- 
(e ead. . 


F 3 © HFleut he. 


3 g 
Eleutberius next Morning deſired Euſebiu 


cc 
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to favour him with a Viſit in the Evening, 


* hepromiſed to meet him at his Houſe, and 
<« put oft Neander till the next Day. He went 
* at the time appointed, but found only E. 


ec 
cc 
cc 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 


leut heriuss Lady at home. She received! 


Enſebius with civility, and deſired him to 
expect her Husband's Return. 

** She wasa Lady of the Town, an Admirer 
of Eaſe, and a Mortal Enemy to Conſtraint. 
One Part of the Morning ſhe lay in her Bed, 
the other ſhe fat at her Joylet. She ſpent the 
Evening either in receiving Viſits, or re- 


* turning em. Her Wit run before her Judg 


ment, but her Tongue diſtanc d both. I 

ſine, her Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above 
Earth. She was wedded to the World, en 
chanted with the preſent, and unmindfu 
of the future. | 

After ſome uſual Civilities, Pray, Sir 
( faid ſhe) give me leave to enquire what 
paſs'd between my Husband and you Ye 
ſterday, he return'd in Diſorder; I hope 


there was no Blood drawn. 


Enſcb. None: My Duelling-Days, Madam 


are paſt, my Sword has flept ſome Years | 
the Scabbard, and nothing but an extraordi 
nary Occaſion ſhall releaie it from that Con 
finement. 


Lady 
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Lady. Perchance, you bled his Pockets; 


Bleeding is ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in 
that Vein; and I have ſeen Perſons who 
would let out ſeven Ounces of Blood with 
fewer Grimaces, than one of Silver. And 


indeed Eleutherius is of this Humour, his Mo- 


ney and Patience go together. 

Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, 
not in Play, and I ſuppoſe he took Pet be- 
cauſe we could not agree upon the point in 
Queſtion. 

Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir; he and I play 
at Croſs Queſtions every Day; nay we ſeldom 
are of the ſame Opinion: Yet you would 
take him for a Dove without Gal 


mour ſo tamely: Certainly you diſcuſs d a 
Matter of Importance, to talk him into ſuch 
an extraordinary Diſtemper. May I be fo 


rude, as to ask you the Subject of your Con- 


verſation? 
Euſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether 


the Gentry be not obliged to practice Chri- 


ſtian Vertues; and whether this 8 Be 
perfect, falls not as heavy on Lords and Ladies. 
as on Valets de Chambres and Vaiting-Momen? 
Eleutherius maintained the Non, obligation, 
and treated me with Heat and Paſſion, be- 
cauſe I would not give up the Goſpel to e- 


ſpouſe his Error. 
F 4 Lady. 


„without 
Paſſion, yea, without Senſe, he bears my Hu- 


oe 
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Lady. Indeed, Sir, I do not enter into Mens 
Concerns, but I am of Opinion, that Precept 
Teaches not our Sex. Onr Conſtitution 1s de- 
licate, ſoft and unattempting, more fit for Eaſe 
than Labour, and more inclinable to Pleaſure 
than Pain. Beſides, Liberty is our Favourite, 
and Conſtraine our mortal Enemy. The very 
Name of a Precept chills our Blood, and the 
Obligation of a Command is an invincible 
Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cannot 
ſurely overchange it with Prohibitions or 
Commands. | 

Euſeb. But I ſappoſe, Madam, you have iſ; 
ſome Pretenſions for Heaven; you hope to 
enjoy God in the next World; as well as his 
Creatures 1n this. | 

Lady. Il endeavour to be happy here, and 
hope to be fo hereafter. Surely, Sir, you 
don't take me tor a Faponeſe without Soul, 
Without Expectation 41 a future State. 

Euſeb. No, Madam; but of roo much Li- 
berty of Principle, and Education too. But 
pray, how will you find God unleſs you ſcek 
him? And how will you be received into 
Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
the Way to it by Vertue in your Life? Our 
Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that 
the Way to Heaven is narrow and wneven : 
Perchance your Ladyfhip has fallen upon a 
more convenient Road, and intend to ride 
thither in a Coach and Six, Lady. 
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Lady. I ſeek his Will in the Bible, and his 
Preſence in the Church. 

Euſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? 
Alas, Madam, the Knowledge of God's Com- 
mands will not fave you; and I ſuppoſe ma- 
ny mourn in Hell, who ſometimes viſited 
the Church on a Sunday. You know, Ma- 
dam, the greateſt part of humane Actions 
are of themſelves indifferent, and take their 
Value from the Intention: They muſt be 
directed to God's Honour, to benefit our 
Souls; and tend to his Glory, to forward 
our Salvation. May I be ſo bold, as to en- 
meat your Ladyſhip to favour me with a brief 
Account of the Method you uſe in the daily 
Oblation of youf Actions? 

Lady. Sir. I have not yet refolved on a 
Confeſſor; I own no ſuch Obligation; and 
am not diſpoſed to Works of Supereroga- 
tion; and therefore you mult not expect 
to ſomnd my Conſcience, or to read my 
Thoughts. | by $f 

Euſeb. I conteſs, I am not quite furniſh'd © 
tor the Employment of Direction; and I had 
Rather be condemn'd to the driving of Lions, 
than to the leading of Beata's. But however, 
keing you are pleas'd to refuſe me the Fa- 
vour I demanded, you will let me try at leaſt - 
if I can hit on your Method. 

„ Omnipotent Eternal God! for thy ſake 
* I intend to devote every Action of this 
F 5 Day 


109 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 
Day to the World, without leaving one 
** Thought for Heaven. My only Care ſhall 
be to have none, and my only Study to . 
void Sollicitude. III glitter in Silks and Sil- 
ver, and hang Lordthips in my Ears; tho 
„my Sons become Laqueys, My Daughters 
Chamber. maids, and my Husband faſts out 
„my Bravery in the Ling - Bench or the Mar- 
„ ſhaljea. III want nothing at Table but Ap. 

petite, and rather run upon Tick, than 
*: keep within the Bounds of Frugality or 
Decency. After Dinner [1] either give or 
return Viſits, and entertain the Company 
Dat the Expence of Modelty and Charity. 
In the Evening I'll drive to Hide-Park, 
and from thence ſtrike off to a Ball or a 
Comedy. I'll pleaſe thoſe Gallants who 
*©-pleaſe me; and ſmile on thoſe who extol 
my rare Perfections. All this, O God! I of- 
er up; Cc. 


In good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter 
the 7 gb at this Monſtrous Rate? Would 
not ſuch an Offering (like that of Cain) drau 
down a Curſe inſtead of a Blefling ? What ! 
do we ſeek God by trampling upon his Com- 
mands, aud merit Heaven by deſerving Hell! 
Or is not this a faithful Copy of your Practice? 
Is it not your Study, your Buſineſs, your on- 

Rl Employment to invent new Pleaſures, and 
en to enjoy em? Now, Madam, if you dare 
not 
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not offer up your Actions to God, with what 
Face can you expect a Reward! Will he re- 
> a-flcompence - Vice, and crown Impiety? Or 
i bave I miſ-repreſented your Conduct! Don't 


you rave after Pleaſure, Vanity, and Gal- 
lantry. 


Lady. What then? 
Euſeb. St. Paul is very poſitive, that a Vo- 
# man that liveth in Pleaſure, is Dead while ſhe li- 
veth : She lives in Appearance, but is dead 
in Effect; ſhe has indeed the Life of Senſe, 
but not that of Grace, and by Conſequence 
wall never enjoy that of Glory. 
Lach. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine 
Apparel without forfeiting her Robe of In- 
nocence? Mult ſhe riſe from a full Table to 
ſuffer eternal Hunger? Muſt the be convey- 
ed from the Play-Houſe into a Place of Tor- 
ments? Can't we be happy in the next World, 
unleſs we lie continually ſtretcht on Racks 
and Tortures :n this ? | 
ter Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall 
14 be heard, if you pleaſe, upon this Point. Voe 
wi] be to the Rich, to thoſe that feaſt, to thoſe that 
t! /augh. You have, Madam, a plentiful Eſtate, 
n- you regale your Appetite, you laugh ſome- 
times at your Neighbour's Vertues, and as 
often at the Expence of his Reputation: Do 
1- not therefore our Saviour's Maledictions con- 
d cern your Ladyſhip? And will he receive 
E vod 
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vou in the next World with an Enge, who 
ſtrikes you with a tripple Ve in this? 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge 
an Argument, and play the declaiming Pe- 
dant: Is it a Sin to viſit the Play-Houſe, to 
dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable E- 
ſtate, a well furniſh'd Table, and upon Oc- 
caſion to ſinile? 

Euſeb. I anſwer firſt, though theſe Acti- 
ons. taken in Retail are not criminal, yet 
taken in a Lump they can't be innocent. For 
is it lawful, do_you think, to conſecrate all 
the Moments of your Life to Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, to careſs Paſſion, and court Senſuali- 
ty, to make Satisfaction the Principle and 
End of all your Deſires and Endeavours, and 
not to give Vertue the very Place of an Ac- 
ceſſory? What mean thoſe Precepts of Selj- 
Denial, of ſuffering, of mortifying the Sallies 
of the Fleſh? Do they ſtand tor Cypbers in the 
Goſpel, or were they made meerly to tranſ- 
egreſs? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Na- 
ture with al! its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer 
Hunger, Perſecution, Whips and Death to 
purchaſe us Grace, to be drawn from Hide- 
Park to the Theatre, from thence to Balls and 
Fes? Did we come into the World to dance 
Minuets and Ricadones? to ſing Airs either a- 
morous or uncharitable? 

Secondly, To ſee a Play that is either inno- 
cent or inſtructive, is no Sin. But then 2 

ef 
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ke five hundred Plays, that from the Pro- 
logue to the Epilogue, are either ſtuft with 
Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or em- 
broidered with Smut and Ribaldry, is a. 
Sin. Cana Chriſtian with a ſafe Conſcience 
take Pleaſure in hearing the Name of his Re- 
deemer reviled, in _ every part of his. 
crucified Saviour recrucified in horrid Oaths ? 
Does a Spectator of this ſecond Crucifixion. 
hear him more Reverence, than thoſe of his. 
Firſt? Can you ſee without a Crime, Vertue 
brought every Evening to the Scaffold either 
as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd 
or Hooted at; and Vice tread the Stage firſt 
with Pomp, and then go off with Reward ? 
Is it not a Sin to countenance one ? And who 
countenances thoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm but 
— who pay the Players and applaud the 
oet ? 

I do not ſay it's a Crime preciſely to dance 
lometimes at a Ball, to ſing an Aire alamode, 
to enjoy a fair Eſtate, to fit at a full Table, 
or to wear a gawdy Mantua, if you clear Ac- 
counts with Merchants and Taylors. But, 
Madam, theſe Amuſements are waited on 
by ſo violent, fo provoking Temptations, 
that a Lady ſmitten ( to tranſport and do- 
tage with theſe Vanities ) will certainly fall 
into many crying Offences, and by Conſe- 
ence draw down upon her ſinful Head both 
the Maledictions and Vengeance of our Bleſſed 
aviour. Fro 
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| For alas! if the moſt Watchful are 
ſometimes ſurprized, are not thoſe in Dan- 
ger who ſleep in the very Camp of their Ene- 
mies? If thoſe Chriſtians can ſcarce over- 
come the Allurements of Vice, who confine 
themſelves to Retirement and Solitude ; who 
check Appetite, who balk Pathon, and 
crucifie the Fleſh ; will thoſe withſtand the 
Attacks of Concupiſcence, the Aſſaults of 
Satan, the fawning Charms of the World, 
who inflame the Blood with high Feeding, 
who imbolden Paſſion by a criminal Conde- 
ſcendence, and fooliſhly brave the Force of 
the Devil's battering Engines without the 
Armour of Prayer, Humility and Mortifica- 
tion? 8 

| Lady. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out 
ſome Work for Ladies; ſet em a Task, and 
regulate their Employment; I ſuppoſe you'll 
remove us at leaſt four Miles from London, 
as the Government does on Occaſion Papifts ; 
or provide us with Wheels and Flax; or con- 
fine us to the Dairy to make Cheeſe-Cakes and 
Cuſtards for the Family. 

Euſeb. No, Madam, Town-Atr is proper 
for your Complexion. I am not for Remo- 
val into the Campaign, nor for gracing, your 
Ladyſhip with the Title of Spinſtreſs; (tho 
1 the Law does) I am of no levellin 

rinciples; Quality has Prerogatives, and 
I would have you maintain em: But then! 


you 
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e you are a Lady, you are alſo a Chriſtian, and 
- muſt make good the Character, id ef, you 
mwuſt love thoſe very things you hate, and 
hate thoſe you dote on: Eaſe is your Darling, 
e and Pleaſbre your Favourite Inclination; 
o you muſt withdraw your Affection from the 
d one, and proſecute the other with Averſion; 
e you pamper your Body to Exceſs, and careſs 
Hit almoſt to Idolatry; you muſt treat it like 
I, an Enemy; you muſt cut off all ſuperfluous 
„ Sollicitude, and ſtint it to what is meerly 
- neceſſary ; your Equipage. ai Furniture 
f U muſt anſwer your Rank, not pour Vanity; 
e and you muſt meaſure em alſo by your Hus- 
a- & band's Eſtate, as well as by his Quality; you 
muſt educate your Children in the Fear of 
ut God, and give em Breeding ſuitable to their 
d Extraction. 
ny © Her Ladyſhip flew out into a Paſſion; 
n, © and had not Eleutherius returned in the 
5; © Nick of time, Euſebius might have found 
n. “by Experience, that good Counſel is often- 
nd © times ill received: But Eleutheriuss Preſence 
* conjur'd the Tempeſt. He begged Euſebins's 
er © Pardon for having diſappointed him, and 
10-Y © told him ingenuouſly, he came from beat · 
ur “ ing the Drum, to invite two Volunteers to 
10 continue the Combat, that they refuſed to 
"5 * enter into Service. 
nay © Pray. Sir, replied Euſebius, let the Con- 
119" troverſie ſleep; I have delivered my Opi- 
ou „ 
* 
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< nion, if it jars with yours, I cannot help 
it; you are your own Maſter. After ſome 
indifferent Diſcourſe, Euſebius returned 
“ home, and the next Day gave a Viſit to 
% Neander, and proſecuted his former Diſ- 
« courſe thus. 


—_% 


DIALOGUE VL 


Euſebius inſtruct Neander in the Duties 
that regard our Neighbour. 


Uſeb. I toucht briefly at our laſt Meeting 
the Branch of Chriſtian Duty that re- 


lates to God. I'll now ſumm up the moſt eſ- 
ſential Parts of your Obligation towards. 


your Neighbour. . 
- 


Love your Neighbour, as your ſelf, ſays the 
Text; and our blefled;Redeemer aſſures us, 


that Love, Concord Union are the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Qualities of a Chriſtian. The 
primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value on this 
darling Vertue of God made Man, that one 
Heart ſeem'd to animate all their Bodies, 
and one Soul to govern all their Actions: fo 
that the very Heathens, who hated their Re- 
ligion, 

* 
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ligion, admired their Charity, and were fore d 
to confeſs, that nothing but a Divine 
Hand could ſtrike that Heavenly Concord 
from ſuch a Diſcord of Humours, Inclinati- 
ons and Intereſts. 

And leſt Self- Love might reſtrain the 
Word Proximus, as the Fews confine it, to 
Country-men, Friends and Relations, our Sa- 
viour has been pleas d to extend it to all Man- 
kind; ſo that without Diſtinction, without 
Limitation, it takes in the whole Species. 
Whoſoever bears the Impreſs of God on his 
Forehead, though he carry that of the Bea 
on his Heart, is ſtill our Neighbour. No 
Diſtance of Place can cut off the Affinity, 
no length of Time can wear out the Obli- 
gation. 

Nor muſt this Divine Vertue only play on 
our Tongue, or evaporate into genteel Diſ- 
courſes, or ſmooth Compliments wrapt up in 
Terms of Courtſhip; no, it muſt not end in 
Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt 
of Action; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs too 
too often veil traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar d 
Words poiſonous Intentions: Nor is it a 
new Treachery to preſent the Olive of Peace 
with one Hand, and the Stiletto wich the 
other. : 

I. 


Chriſtian Charity taken in it's full Lati- 
tude, impl ies Precepts both negative and po- 
ſitive 3 


EA 
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ſite; by thoſe you are moſt ſeverely forbid Yan 
to contrive any Miſchief againſt your Neigh-Yot ! 
bour ; by theſe yon are commanded to be as Deb 
uſeful to him as your Circumſtances permit, my 


and his Neceſlities require. dati 
| | my 
III Y 


Hence you muſt not invade your Neigh-K wit! 
bour's Honour, nor make any Attempt up- dou 
on his Reputation: A good Name is no con- ¶ ike 
temptible Treaſure; the Wiſe Man prizes long 
it above an Eftate; it ſets off Birth, and L 
gives an Air even to Poverty; it {hines}} mod: 
brighter than Wealth, and ſparkles more] mor 
than all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; iti beg: 
ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Misfor- pen 
tune. A Bankrupt that has loſt his Coin, ifi we « 
he has not forfeited his Honour, has a Re- Bar, 
ſource at Command. Though his FortuneF out 
be fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild it on! ButYa gr 
a Man without Honour is dead to all the Of St 
fices of Society and Commerce; now when Wh 
his moral Capacity lies in the Grave, his to h 
Phyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- elain 
tempt to himſelf; ſport for ſome, and Pity ted 
for others. Hon 

God has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every} in tl 
Individual, that it's not at our Diſpoſal ; weſ tinui 
can neither make over this Property by and 
Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or Mortgage it atY has 
Pleaſure, Much leſs can any other Man lay Accc 

an 
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any claim to it. You may commence a Sute 
of Law againſt me, if you think I am your 
Debtor; but you can't put in a Bill againſt 
my Honour. If I have wrong'd you, ſhe for 
Satisfaction z ſtrain my Goods, but aſſail not 
my good Name. 

Yet, Good God! with what a Freedom, 
with what Boldneſs do we attack our Neigh- 
bour's Reputation ? One would think Fame, 
like bona adeſpota, Goods without Owner, be- 
longed to the firſt Invader. 

DetraCtion is univerſally the Diſcourſe a la 
mode, not only among the Frie, but al ſo a- 
mong the Nobility. Our Converſations are 
begun and carried on at our Neighbour's Ex- 
pence, and ſo we laugh and riot at free coſt; 
we drag out his moſt ſecret Failings to the 


-K Bar, nay, and hall em to Execution with- 


out Authority, without Warrant, yes, with 
a greater Crime. | 
Suppoſe his Crimes are real ; what then ? 
Who made us Judges? Who commithoned us 
to hang the Delinquent in Efigie ? To pro- 
claim on the Houſe Tops what he commit- 
ted in his Cloſet? Though he has loſt his 
Honour in the Sight of God, he ſtands fair 
in the Eſteem of Men, and has Right to con- 
tinue ſo, till his Crimes betray themſelves, 
and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick: If he 
bas done ill, God will call him to a ſevere 
Account, but we muſt not intermeddle. It's 
our 
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our Duty to pity a Sinner, and to pray for 
him, but not to upbraid him. 
LI only jeſted, (ſays one.) But why muſt! 

pay for your Diverſion? Though you publiſh 
my Faults in Jeſt, you ſtab my Reputati- 
on in Earneſt. But beſides, . by this ve- 
ry Excuſe you acknowledge your ſelf 2 
Fool, to prove your Innocence: For to 
jeſt and to play the Fool are in Practice Sy- 
nonymous. | 

He is my Enemy, ( ſays another.) Did 
you inform the Company of this circum- 
ſtance, you might perchance detract more, 
and fin leſs ; tor who believes an Enemy 
On ſuch an Occaſion ail goes for Satyr and 
Invective. When the Heart is out of Tune, 
the Tongue never goes right; but you whet 
and oyl your Darts, that they may pierce 


deeper. You command me to conceal your 


Paſſion, and then detect my Life to ſnew me 
for a Monſter; and thus you call in Artifice 
to ſecond Malice, and miſuſe your Wit, to 
ruine an Innocent, and to enhance your 
Guilt. | 

But why am I your Enemy? Becauſe I 
would not reſolve to be your Dupe. You ſet 
Traps to enſnare me; I diſcovered the Am- 
buſcade, and had Wit to avoid it : And thus 
_ take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 

cauſe you wanted Power to affront my 


- Perſon. 


Vet, 
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Jet, though I am your Enemy, you are 
not, I ſuppoſe, an Infidel. If I have failed 
in my Duty, muſt you betray yours for Com- 
pany ? You are a Chriſtian, and mult there- 
fore either forget or forgive. My Impiety 
cannot warrant yours. Revenge is cauſa 
major, and only belongs to the Court of the 
moſt High. At his Bar alone we muſt plead 
our Cauſe, and from his upright Judgment 
we muſt expect redreſs. A 

Ah, Dear Neander! let us turn our Eyes 
homeward, and examine our own Conduct 
we may perchance find there Matter for Sa- 
tyr, and Work for Repeniance. Here we 
may blame without Detraction, and con- 
demn without Sin. But its both mean and 
unchriſtian, (like Flies) to hover. about our 
Neighbour's Sores. Put a Centinel over 
your Tongue; its a flippery Member; Na- 


ture has framed it for Motion, and Malice 


has fitted it for any Miſcliet; a Child can 
et it a running, but all the force oi Reaſon, 
all the checks of Conſcience are not able to 
ſtop it in it's Carcer. 

But above all things be cautious and tender 
of Ladies Reputations: A Woman's Honour, 
like her Sex, is ſoft complexion'd ; the ve- 
ry Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a Touch 
daſhes it in Pieces. Wonnds made by the 
Tongue, (like the biting of Crocodiles) are 
above the healing Virtue of Balſam, _ _ 

| 1 
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Skill of Surgery. Quod dentibus laceravit oc 
numquam ſanatur. An indiſcreet Word bolt. Mu 
ed out at random, without Deſign, with- 
out Malice, oftentimes ſtabs the Fame off 
the female Sex, and every Wound is mor 
tal. | miſ 

My Blood has often curdled in my Veins But 
when I heard Gentlemen magnifie their in- 
famous Conqueſts, and raiſe cruel Trophie ſuch 
on theRuins of Women's Honour; I had not Hig 
Patience to hear the Bravades, nor Power tc and 
hinder em. What will theſe People bluſh Hor 
at, (thought I) who proclaim their Infamy man 
and promulge their Shame? Certainly theyſ® 
muſt think it a fine thing to be a Monſter 94th 
why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, an why 
ſport with Debauchery ? Why 

Theſe mighty Victories are either real ogJ® 
pretended ; if real, can Fanſie frame an) leſs « 
thing more diſingenuous, more diabolical Aerea 
than firſt to wheedle a Lady out of her Inno, 
cence, and then to proſtitute her Honour tqq ume 
the wanton Caprice of a Club of Reprobates od 
who will not fail to diſcover her Shame atbert) 
the next Rendezvous, and to multiply theit force 
own crimes by lampooning hers? Here is An 
Brace of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong of Malicefffoun 
both forebode Damnation. leaſt 

If pretended only, the Crime is yet of: Hunt 
deeper Die; tis of a more i AJflear 


ſpect, of a more gygantick Size: Here is Ines on 
nocenc 
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t Nnocence at the Block, and Guilt commits the 
. Nurder. | : 
I know in the next World God will call 
oll a moſt ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian 
jr} Cnibals that welter in Blood, and (like fa- 
miſh'd Wolves ) worry their own Species. 
1; Mut I would have the Wiſdom of the Nation 
Make ſome Proviſion againſt ſuch brutal, 
ie uch inhumane Attempts. * Why ſhall a a 
ori High-way man hang for taking my Purſe, 
to nd a Rake go unpunith'd, who invades my 
An Honour ? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Wo- 
y {man's Body be revenged with a Halter, 
\oy2nd Violence upon her Fame be rewarded 
or Jrich Applauſe? If the Faults be greater, 
why are not the Puniſhments at leaſt equal? 
Why 1s there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue 
as well as on the Hands? Is it becauſe it's 
leſs capable of Diſcipline ? What, muſt the 
greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea for Impu- 
nity ? Becauſe- this puny petulant Member 
commits more diſmal Crimes than our whole 
Body, muſt it enjoy a more uncontroll'd Li- 
Iberty? I would have theſe Beaſts of Prey 
i fore d out of Savageneſs and Cruelty by Law 
is and Diſcipline; they ſhould be clapt in the 
Pound, or cooled with a hot Iron: or at 
leaſt we ſhould keep in Pay a Brigade of 
of Hunters to ferret our Defamators, and to 
A lear the Nation of this noxious Vermine, 
Ines once we did of Wolves: But I fear the 
enc ; Diltemper 
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Diſtemper is paſt Cure; thoſe who are infe of ! 
cted carry the Contagion to the Grave. Noi that 
one in a thouſand repents. eds 

Neand. Why ſo? Is Detraction one ofljan 
thoſe Sins that are neither pardoned in thiMried 
Liten or the other? True Sorrow is a CathoFthat 
licon, an univerſal Salve for all the Wound was 
of Conſcience. on ( 

Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kindi not 
of Omnipotence; it diſarms divine Juſtice Yfion 
and turns God into Mercy, but then it muſty A 
be true, real, ſincere. Now, do ye think tem 
theſe Men of Honour (as they are pleas'dWBloo 
to ſtile themſelves) will ever reſolve to re- the þ 
pair à ruin d Reputation at the Expence offffif yc 
their own? Will they ſet a disjoynted Fameſh Ca 
at their own Charge? No, no! le, t 

Neand. Can t J reinſtate a Man in the juitFen. 
Poſſeſſion of his Honour, without forfeiting En 
my own? Expreſs your Mind clearer, I con- Pin is 
ceive not what you would be at. 

Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, 
and therefore by the Laws of God and Na-ſally. 
ture the Offender lies under an indiſpenſible A; 
Obligation of indemnifying the injur'd Per 
ſon. Non remittitur peccatum, donec reſtitud- 
tur ablatum. Now the DetraCter rifles his 
Neiglibour's Honour, he blaſts his Reputa- 
tion, he muſt therefore make good the Loſs; 
and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theft, ſof 


it muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds 
0 
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feMof Honour are only heal'd by the Inſtrument 
\olthat made em. The Criminal muſt acknow- 
ledge his Fault, he muſt confeſs that Paſſion 
oYrun away with his Reaſon; that Malice car- 
high ried him beyond his Duty, and 1ruth alſo; 
0 Ithat what he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, 
(was hatch'd in his own Brain, or taken up- 
on Credit; and if a bare Aſſeveration will 
nd not do the Work, he muſt back his Confeſ- 
ceMlion with an Oath. 12 4 
uit Aeand. This is ſevere : What, muſt a Gen- 
iktleman give himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and 
$'1Blood cannot practice ſuch rigorous Morals , 
Ihe Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe ; and 
if your Caſuiſtry be orthodox, it's eaſier for 
Camel to paſs through the Eye of a Nee- 
dle, than for a Detractor to enter into Hea- 


en. | 
Euſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaſt 
Pin is a greater Evil, than the greateſt Inta- 
ny; and hold it much more eaſie to bluſh 
ice, 1 _ Aſperſion, than to burn for it eter- 
Na gallyß. 
Neand. Don't Men charge up to the Can- 
-FWor's Month to gain Honour, and leave 
na- Meir Bodies in the Breach to be carried off 
hispich Applauſe? Nay, do they not often- 
ta- mes march up to the Out-works of Hell, 
z maintain their purchaſed Reputation? 
, loan you therefore think that thoſe Bravoes, 
nds ho tremble more at the Shadow of a Dif 
0 G grace, 
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grace, than at all the Terrors of Damna- N Re 
tion, will buy Pardon at the Expence of their Ap 
Honour ? | | 5 

Euſeb. The Queſtion (Dear Neander) is the 
not what Men do, nor what Men will do, Wthe, 
but what they ſhould do. Were Practice Wthe1 
the Standard of Duty, we might reform the but 
Goſpel, as well as the Kalendar; we might men 
turn thoſe Woes God has pronounced a- Nyou. 
gainſt Injuſtice, Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
dom, upon Juſtice, Sobriety and Charity: 
For it's certain theſe Vertues are inviſible in 
Practice, and thoſe Vices are too too faſhio- 
nable. But, Neander, though Cuſtom and 
Practice may enhance Guilt, they cannot 
leſſen it. | hrif] 

Men are fond of Honour to Madneſs andy lie 
Frenzy. It's a oli me tangere; the leaſt At- I hor 
tempt upon this darling Folly is often re- ame 
venged with Murder. But then, methinks ug 
the Inclination we have to conſerve our owieforn 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs foi I did 
that of our Neighbour. For have we nofhgq þ 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he is no leſs acquainteq l it? 
with the Value of this ineſtimable Treaſureſ it is 
than our ſelves, and that he would be as unf accon 
willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of petu lane 
Tongues? Perchance, Neander, I rate it d tach 
the height of its Worth, yet I give Godſthat 
Favour the Preference: One Grain of ht Ad 
Divine Grace out-weighsa Tun of a _ benſib] 

| eput 
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Age under the Stroaks of the moſt picquant 
Diſgrace, I would ſheath in my Breaſt all 
the Darts of Malice, Envy and Poverty, ei- 
ther to die innocent, or — tor all 
theſe Miſeries are fleeting and tranſitory; 
but the Reward of Vertue, and the Puniſh 
t ment of Vice are both eternal. If therefore 
your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by 
their Crimes, than recant, I wonld have 
em train d up in the Diſcipline of Bedlam ; 
A 2 is the beſt Remedy againſt Mad- 
el. 
Befides, why is an humble Confeſſion a 
egrading Satisfaction? The Name of a 
hriſtian is glorious z how then can the Du- 
y lie under Reproach? If the Profeſlion 
2 honourable, the Practice of it cannot be 
ameful. Why then do we tremble at Sha- 
Eos, and run trom Monſters that take their 
wiktormity from Imagination? 
foi I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's 


1d 
- 
re- 


noFod Name; why ſhould I be aſhamed to 


teal it? Sin ſhould be waited on by Infamy, 
ureh it is by Remorſe; and Repentance ſhould 
ung accompanied by Glory; but by a ſtrange 
la Nerdemain the Devil has turn'd the Tables, 
it d tack'd Shame to this, and Impudence 
3008that : But however, Repentance is an ho- 
hit Act; it's worthy of a Man, and the in- 
Ftonpenſible Duty of a Chriſtian z why then 
Out G 2 ſhould 


Reputation. In a Word, I would live an 


( 
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ſhould it fear a Witneſs ? The Difference 
between good and ill Men lies not in the E- 
ſteem of Vertue, but in the Practice; for both 
equally value it. But the firſt only poſſeſs I R 
it, becauſe the others will not go to the 
Charge of procuring it. 5 

Neand. Pray 1s not Fear a clowniſn Vice; I 4. 
a female Weakneſs? Does it not fit ungen- ¶ ſu. 
teely on Quality? Now what can bring a th. 
Gentleman to the Bar, and clap him on his I th 
Knees, with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, 1e 
but this mean Paſſion? 

Euſeb. You are miſtaken; Cowardice and Ch 

Fear are neither Synonymous in Philoſophy, ( as 
nor Morals: That is always a Vice, this is 
often a Vertue. When Prudence commands "uy 
Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly : It's 7 ; 
Cowardice to deſpond and fink under a Dan- Mi; 
ger, that Valour can ſubdue; but it's Raſh- 
neſs to engage with one above the Strengt! 
of humane Force. Has then a Gentleman une 
leſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the im 
partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity? Be 
cauſe he dares not wraſtle with the Om 
nipotent, or ſtand the ſhock of his Fury 
Becauſe he Il rather repent than die in O 

ſtinacy, and rather return to. his Du 
than ſuffer eternally for tranſgreſſing it}; 

Neander, let not the wild Notions of o 

retended Gentlemen be your Guides; the 

rinciples are as corrupt as their Practi 
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and their Reaſon is as bad as their Conſci- 
ence. 

Neand. Are you not a Member of the Port- 

KRoyal Club? 

5 Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion? 
 Neard. J am told they are mighty Patrons 

de la morale ſevere; they preach up Rigour to 

- E ſuch an exorbitant Height, that one would 

2 think God's great Prerogative, Mercy vas ei- 

s ther wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 

1, have a Flavour of Rigoriſm; thy are ſowr, 
moroſe, ill-natur d, and call for a Dram of 

0 Charity. For look ye, Sir, Detraction 

Y (as the World goes) is no Phantaſm, it's 

a very real thing, and keeps. good Compa- 

ds ny: This alone pours Life into Converſati- 

son; it quickens Diſcourſe; without it 

Mirth would languiſh, and good Humonr 

ſleep. I have ſeen your Seventh-form Wits, 

as mute, (as if their Mouths were pad-lock'd) - 
when any ſerious and innocent Subject came 
in their Way; but when their Neighbour's 

Conduct was brought before 'em , their 

Tongues run before their Conſcience ; they 

would take his Life in Pieces, they would 

rip up his Breaſt, diſſect his Thoughts, and 
then draw Demonſtrations from meer Con- 
jectures; they would hand his Reputation 
about the Table, till it fell to the Ground, 
and blow over it, till it ſmell as rank as the 
Breath that cauſed the 2 and diſgorged 
1 the 
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the Infection. Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
ple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to E, 
the Satisfaction you ſpeak of. In ſhort, eve: ve 
ry Man endeavours by Detraction and Out- be 
rage to undermine his Brother's Fame, and] ki 
no Man fo much as thinks of repairing it. Pe 


Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend dn 

it to dying Perſons as a Duty; but either a fo1 
an Act of Decency, or of Edification. Can mc 
I ſuppoſe, you are better informed of a ſtriaY 71a 
Obligation than the Miniſtry? or better vers di 2m 

in Caſuiſtry than Divinesꝰ Euſebius, let us IC 
damn no Body. the 
Enuſeb. T remember when ſtigmatized Vil con 

lains with Narratives and Diſcoveries libel Dre 

led honeſt Patriots into Newgate, and cut off ons 


their Honours and Lives with Fears and Jeaf Per 
louſies; when they ſowed the Innocent iii not 
Bear-Skins, and then ſet all the Beagles off mor 
the Faction about their Ears; when they on 
3 Old Bailies with Perjuries, ang] eit. 
utchered their Fellow- Subject's Fame at th 
Bar, to quarter their Bodies at Tyburn. Thel 
Knights of the Poſt flung not up, I ſuppeſe 
their Pretenſions to Heaven: Tho I have nc 
ſeen any Recantation; yet I am ſure, unle 
God nulls all the Laws of Nature, aml cal 
in the Goſpel, or iſſues out under his gre: 
Seal an Amneſty, they Il fall ſhort of the 


* Expectation. 
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| I confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is 
Epidemical; the uſe of Speech has ſo ſwer- 
ved from its Original Inſtitution, that it's 
become an Incumberance and a Snare to Man- 
kind. I look upon the Faculty rather as a 
. Penalty than a Prerogative; and were we 
d diveſted of ir, though we ſhould be unfit 
of for Converſation, we might hope to be 
more innocent. Now, whether our Calum- 
niators hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. I 
am apt to believe their Religion and Con- 
ſcience are of a Piece, and that they confine 
their Fears, Hopes and Deſires within the 
il compaſs of this World: For certainly, the 
eM Dread of eternal Fire might cool their Paſſi- 
off ons, and check their Malice. Were they 
eall perſwaded of another World, would the | 
in not fall with more ſcruple, and riſe wit 
oll more Vigour ? But if they hope for Salvati- 
neon without Satisfaction, they build on a de- 
ang ceitful Bottom. 

Neander, Once more let me adviſe you to 
be tender of your Neighbour's Honour. 
J Give Ear to the Voice of Nature, that com- 
mands you to do as you would be done by : You 
can't chuſe but hear this Juſt, this equitable' 
Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and 
re calt Reaſon into a mortal Lethargy; nay we 
the muſt approve the Counſel, ſo that we can 
neither plead Ignorance nor Impotence. 
And certainly a ſick Man deſerves rather 
G 4 Laughter 
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Laughter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle 
with-a Diſeaſe, and groan under the Pangs of 
a burning Fever, than apply a Remedy. 

Yet after all, I grant a disjointed Reputa- 
tion is not eaſily ſet; and therefore I beſeech 
you, to avoid a Miſchief, that draws after 
it ſuch a diſmal Conſequence. If other Men 
have a Mind to be eternally miſerable, let 
em have that Satisfaction; but be not ſo ill 
adviſed, as to wait on em. Should a Man 
put Fire to his Houſe, or leap into a boyling 
Caldron, the Frolick would ſcarce go round. 
Yet certainly, thoſe that break in upon a- 
- Nother Man's good Name, and never reſolve 
to repair the Injury, hazzard a thing mote 
precious than a Houſe or Life. Why there- 
tore ſhall we refuſe to comply in one Caſe, 
and not in the other ? 

I have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, 
and laid. before you a faint ProſpeCt of its 
dangerous Conſequences: But it avails not 
the Patient to know the Nature of his Di- 
ſtemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I 
will therefore preſcribe a Recipe. Certain- 
ly the Phyſician's Method is applicable to 
Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to thoſe 
of the Body. We muſt ſtrike at the (auſe, 
before we can hope to maſter the Effect. 
Now if we trace Detraction up to its Ori— 
gin, we ſhall find it ſpring from Pride 
and Envy: For it's a kind of * 

that 
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that lies at the Heart, and breaks out at tlje 
Mouth. | | 
Though all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, 
yet Detraction has a greater Doſe of this 
d Humour than ordinary. It's the chief 
Ingredient of this outragious Crime; it diſ- 
1 | compoſes the Stomach, and then immediate- - 
t 1 gives the Heart - burning; and then the 
ongue, which is its Index, falls into Diſ- 
a orders. A Man ſinitten, like young Narciſ- 
2 /e, with his own Excellencies, looks down . 
. from the Pinacle of his ſoaring Conceit on 
- © other Mortals as Vaſſals; he fanſies Praiſe 
e is an Inheritance entailed on his Merit; that 
e Neither to reſpect or honour another, is to 
- invade his Property, and to ſet againſt him 
e, an uſurping Competitor. Hence he runs in 
Queſt of a Foil, -ro make his own Perfecti- 
n, 91S appear more gawdy, and ſparkle. with 
ts more Eclat. Now what can give a more 
ot charming Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than 
i-Ihis Rival's Folly ? Hence he rallies up in a 
IIBody all the Auxiliary Forces of Anger and 
n- Revenge; he takes the Field, and maraudes 
to upon his Fame; he diſſects the poor Crea- 
ſe Iture's Actions, and expoſes the whole Ana- 
ſe, tomy of his private Tranſprefſions to the 
ct. View and Cenſure of the Publick. For he 
i- wiſely fanſies, that the Fabrick of his Vanity 
de will ſtand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Ri- 
ne ral's Reputation. Did the Breaſts of the 
at G5 proud... 
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3 and haughty- minded Men lie 2 to 
ight; could we rifle all the abſtruſe and 
dark Receſſes of their Hearts, whar Sal lies of 
Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent 
Overſights of a Competitor? And then, who- 
ever crows within at the Misfortune, will 
pen it at the firſt Occaſion: For joy, 

ike grief is a ſtifling Humour, unleſs it 
throws off the Oppreſſion. 

If therefore you deſire to ſpeak ill of no 
Body, think not too well of your ſelf; ſet 
not too exorbitant a Price upon your Merits; 
remember you are no Phcenix, the only indi- 
yidual of your Species; thoſe Qualities yon 
poſſeſs are meer Gratuities, the Effects of 
God's Liberality, not of your Deſerts; you 
had no Right to be, wich leſs to be great, 
beautiful or rich. Is it not Madneſs there- 
fore for you who can lay Claim to nothing, 
to engroſs all the Gifts of Nature and For- 
tune ? Think not, God has exhauſted his 
Treaſury on yon alone; he ſcatters his Fa- 
vours where he pleaſes; and if he provides 
more plentifally for your Neighbour than 
for you, why do you complain? Muſt you 
be evil becauſe God is good? Muſt you caſt 
a malicious Glance on another, becauſe he 
has received ſome Marks of his great Ma- 
ker's Kindneſs? Diſcompoſe not your 


Thoughts for other Peoples Advantages, 


but enjoy your own with Thankfulneſs. 5 
ju 
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juſt Bounds to your Deſires, as well as to your 
Undertakings, otherways youll rear up ima- 

EInary Caſtles of Greatneſs, to create to your 
elf a real Torment. 

But if you will contend for an honourable 
Poſt, manage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on 
your Pretenſions with Vertue and Generoſi- 
ty. Let Merit bear away the Prize, not Out- 
rage, and if your Rivalcarry off the Advan- 
ol tage, rather applaud the Conqueſt, than re- 
t vile him. By leſſening his Parts or Conduct 
; vou burleſque your own; but then if you 
i-complain, and curſe in a Corner, you only 
n betray your Impotence, ill Nature and Im- 
of piety : In fine, look at your Failings and his 
1K through the ſame Glaſs, and you'll ſee an 
it, humbling Spectacle; you'll behold ſo many 
e- Objects worthy of Blame, that you'll have 
g; no great Stomach to cenſure others. 

r- Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. 
us This is an ill- natur'd Vice, it loves ill for 
a- ill's ſake, and takes Pleaſure in Torment; 
es it's a kind of Turn- key by Birth, and an Ex- 
inf ecutioner by Profeſſion; it feeds on Stench, 
du and ſucks Rats- bane from Balms, and Infecti- 
iſt on from Perfumes; it never does a good 
he Turn, but when it deiigns an ill one; and 
la- ſeldom takes things by the right Handle; 
ur Miſchiet makes up its Employment, Plagues 
s, and Famines are its Diverſion, its Smiles are 
ix like blazing Comets, which either hatch Trea- 
ift ſon, . 
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ſon, or portend it. What Wonder, if a Man 
poſſeſs d by this Fiend Plays the Devil, who 
is Surnamed Accuſator Fratrum ! 

But though any Miſchief lies within the 
Reach of an envious Man's Wiſh, many are 
removed out of the Verge of his Power : 
Some move too high to be ſhot at, others 
too low; but neither Place nor Station is a 
fufficient Fence againſt the Tongue. A 
Dwarf may engage witha Gyantat this Wea- 
pon, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this 
Reaſon, when the envious Man can't come 
at his Antagoniſt's Perſon, he ſets upon his 
good. Name, and falls foul upon his Honour ; 
and when by the help of keen Satyr and 
falſe Glaſſes, he has deat down the Outworks 
that fenc d his Fortune from Inſult and Ruin, 
he draws his Cannon nearer, and taiſes Bat- 
teries againſt his Grandeur and Eſtate that 
ſupport it: For he knows that the beſt built 
Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation 
(that propt it) is removed. Thus we fee 
Socrates kept his Ground, and even triumph- 
ed over the Calumnies of his Accuſers, whilſt 
his Reputation interpoſed. But when a but- 
tooning Comedian droll'd him into Contempt, 
he appear d no leſs guilty before the Judges, 
than deſpicable on the Stage. So that in 
Concluſion Envy found him guilty, and the 
Senate pronounced the Sentence. 


Methinks 


f 

A Gentleman inſtruFed, &c. 129 
Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſſwade a 
Man from this Vice. Intereſt is more pew- 
erful than Reaſon. We dote on Pleaſure, 
and run from Pain by the Inſtinct of Nature. 
Wha will not rather chuſe a Pri ſon with Sa- 
tisfaction, than a Palace with Torment? But 
an envious Man, inſtead of following the 
Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. He 
labours for Labour's ſake, and drudges for 
the meer Expectation of Miſery. He leads 
the Life of Cain, haunted with the Spectres 
of his own Crimes from within, and with a 
thouſand Jealouſies from abroad; other 
Peoples Happineſs creates his Torments; 
their Proſperity gnaws his Entrails, and his 
Impotence, to over - caſt the Sumſhine of their 
good Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. 
Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, 
nd court Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the 
nk Mould, that other Mortals are : And 
therefore I ſhould think it as eaſie to diſſwade 
People from Envy, as from vaulting down a 

Precipice. | 
Bur beſides, a Man that envies others, is 
always paid in the ſame Coin; his Honour 
will be as roughly handled ; when one con- 
teſts with Multitudes® he ſtands on the low- 
er Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage. 
This is the envious Man's Caſe. For he can't 
but know the diſingenuous Deſcants on o- 
ther's Actions wall reach the Ears of = - 

en 
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fended Perſons. Defaming Reports ha 
a miraculous Sympathy with thoſe that Di- 
ſtance of Place is not able to dead the Echo; 
they rebound from Tongue to Tongue, are 
tofled from Hand to Hand, till they come to 
the Knowledge of the Injur d; and general- 
ly (like Snow-Balls) they encreaſe in the 

ourney. What a grating Noiſe then will 
they make in the Ears of the defamed Per- 
ſon ? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will 
he not treat your Honour with as little Re- 
gard as you have his? And God ſend ſuch an 
eaſie Satisfaction may aſſwage his Reſent- 
ment. When Men ſit Judges in their own 
Cauſe, they make the Bills of Loſſes and Da- 
mages riſe high; who knows but they may 


Manes of their murder d Reputation? 

In fine, Neander, remember you muſt di 
When Death hath ſealed your Eyes, you! 
find all the Darts of the Tongue ſhot at your 
Neighbour, ſtick in your own Soul; youll 
feel the Smart, but will find no Lenitive, no 
Cure: Why then ſhall we run headlong into 
thoſe Crimes we muſt either deplore here, 
or burn for hereafter? Let us look before 
us, and not like Beaſts follow the meer im - 
preſſions of Paſſion. Let us ſhow we are 


To have Reaſon, and act againſt it, is to 
bebaſe our Species. | RE 


demand Blood, and ſacrifice your Life to the 


Men, not by our Vices, but by our Vertues. 
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To 2 | * 

As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, 
ſo he has been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions 
againſt all the Attempts of Avarice and In- 
juſtice. Nov furaberis, ſays he, in the Deca- 
logue, Thou ſhalt not fleal ; and then he threa- 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his 
high 3 unleſs he cancels the 
Tranſgreſſion with à ſincere Repentance. 
I apprehend, Neander, ſome Gentlemen 
miſtake this Command: They fanſie it 
reaches only Pads , Cut-pyrſes or High- 
way-men: But this is a Miſtake; it takes in 
all who act againſt the Laws of Juſtice; and 
for this Reaſon I fear, that many who hang 
at Tyburn, are often leſs Criminal, than 
ſome of thoſe who ftand Spectators of the 
Tragedy, or perchance who ſat on the 
nch. For in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as 
Solon ſaid) like Cob-webs, that hamper ſmall 
Flies, whilſt the greater break thorough em. 
Poor People bear the Puniſhment of Injuſtice, 
and great ones carry off in Triumph both 
Fleaſure and Profit. Theſe are too big for 
Execution, though not for Guilt. They can 
ſue for an indigent Neighbour's Field, be- 
2 cauſe it lies OO — and perſwade the 
Judges they have more Right, becauſe they 
ve more Money and Credit. The Luſtre 
of Gold often dazles Lawyers out of Conſci- 
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ence, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of Lordſhiꝑ 
Right ebbs and flows by the ſecret influence 
of Guineas. For let me tell you, Neander, 
the Juſtice of a Cauſe ſprouts up, and thrives 
miraculouſly under a Fee. 

But though theſe Men carry the Sute in the 
Eyes. of the World, they loſe it at God's 
high Court of Juſtice, and their Souls alſo; 
nor 1s. there any Difference between theſe 
Over-reachers and Cut-purſes; but that they 
are ten times more Criminal. Among the 
Lacedemonians a clear Theft paſs'd for a 
Vertue. Are not ſome Chriſtians of the ſame 
Perſwaſion? But for all that, though a Spar- 
tan Jury might poſſibly find em not guilty, 
- #5 find no ſuch Indulgence in the Veil of 
Feboſaphat. 

I never yet underſtood, how Sollicitati- 
ons, and Recommendations of Cauſes to the 
Judges, how double and triple Fees could be 
well reconciled with this Law, Thou ſhalt not 
feeal : For either you doubt of the Integrity 
of the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, 
you caſt aScandal on the Face of the Govern- 
ment; you arraign either the Capacity or the 
Integrity of the Princes i. e. you ſuſpect he 
wants Judgment in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 
or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who would 
betray the Property of the Subject. Now 
ſuch an Hmuendo is difreſpeQtul, raſh and 
highly unchriſtian. 5 

ut 
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But beſides, if really you doubt of the 
Judges Integrity, your Conduct is fooliſh. 
For if a Judge will ſell a favourable Sentence 
to the Planitiff, he'll be no leſs kind to the 
Defendant, if he out- bids him. A Man then 
ſhould be firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he parts 
with his Money, otherwiſe he will be gulled 
out of his Pretenſions, and pay for his Diſ- 
appointment. | 
gun this Practice runs quite counter to 
alt 


e Dictates of Conſcience and Juſtice. 


For if Gain and Intereſt be a way 
weak ſide, if I know he meaſures Right by 
the Weight of Silver, and barters Law for 
Money, can I pamper his Inclination, or feed 
his corrupt Appetite; or ſtrike in with his 
ſinful Diſtemper? No more, certainly, than 
I can with a ſafe Conſcience puſh him down 
g Precipice ; for if it be a Sin to permit one, 
when I can hinder it, 1s 1t not a Sin to per- 
ſwade a Crime; nay, to buy one? 

If the ſecond; i. e. If you ſuppoſe your 
Buſineſs lies in the Hands of upright Men, 
that ſquare their Verdicts by the Laws, not 
by Partiality and Favour, why are you eter- 
nally upon the Hoof? Why do you tire them 
and your ſelf too with tedious Applications ? 


hy do you drain your Pockets to enrich 
' WPettifoggers and Attornies? This trouble is ſu- 


perfluous, and the Expence unneedful. In a 
Word, Sir, the Conduct is either unprofitable 


tr unjuſt. But 
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But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall, 
at leaſt puſh it on no further, with your Cre- 
dit or Purſe; for all you can expect, is to 
gain a Sute, and loſe your Soul. 
Mean. If I can juggle a Neighbour out of 
an Eſtate by Quirks of Law, and by a genteel 
Turn of the Hand, bubble him out of a conſi- 
derable Sum, may I not put him to graze up- 
on the Common, without any Obligation 
to reſtore ? 
Euſeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal not 
only to Chriſtianity, but to humane Nature; 
you are obliged not only to return the Capi- 
tal, but to indemnifie him for all the Loſſes 
conſequent thereto. 
Meand. Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinion 
for why ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes? 
Yet once fell into the Company of a Man ot 
Parts, of Character and Repute in his Cour 
try, who thought otherwiſe of the Matter 
We diſcours'd the Point, yer I could never get 
him over to my Opinion: He held fo faſt tc 
Non-reſtitution, that there was no moving 
him. A hearty Repentance, (ſaid he) without 
Reſtitution, makes a ſufficient Atonement 
for the Offence. He told me i was unskill' 
in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd I had read no Ca 
ſuiſt but the Bible and Nature 
Euſeb. With Submiſſion to the Gentle 
man's Character, Parts and Station; he wa! 
either a great Fool or a ſuperlative Knave 


great! 


| 
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fit for Bedlam, or Newgate. Was he not a 
Lawyer? 


| Nean. He had ſtudied in the Inns of | 


Court. 

Euſeb. I thought ſo. It's a healing Do- 
ctrine for a wounded Conſcience, a palata- 
ble and eaſie Remedy, a Catholicon for all the 
Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes of an 
over-charged Stomach ; and perchance the 
Uſe is univerſal, otherways once at leaſt in 
a Twelvemonth we might ſee a Dives tranſ- 
formed into a Lazarus, a Lord into a Laquey, 
and a Lady into a Chamber-maid; we might 
ſee thoſe who ſit Majeſtically in Coaches with 
a long Wig, and a Snuff-Box a la mode, fit 
behind em. Good God! how many gaw- 
dy Birds would make as naked a Figure as 
the Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes 
were returned to their Owners? Neander, pray 
tell that Gentleman I am neither ſatisfied 
with his Conſcience nor his Skill; he that 
will not reſtore ſtolen Goods, is more cri- 
minal, than he that conceals em; and he 


that will keep an ill purchaſed Eſtate in Spight 
of Juſtice, will ſeize on the next that lies in 


his way; and then how can he underſtand 
Cook and Littleton, who can't read the very 
Alphabet of Nature? A hearty Repentance 
without Reſtitution 1s a Dream. 

Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a 
great Fortune on a Bottom of Fraud and Inju- 
ſtice; 
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ſtice; it's an unſtable Foundation, and un- 

able to bear the monſtrous Weight of Crimes, 

they craſh in a Moment the beſt built Stru- 7 
cure, and entomb the Criminal, together I 1... * 
with all his Grandeur, under the Ruins of FF . 
his towering Babel. The Triumphs of un- Il 
juſt Men are always ſnort lived. God takes 8 
Pleaſurè in ſtrangling em in the very Cra- G00 
dle; they paſs like Lightening and leave no- Th, 
thing behind but Smoak and Vapour : their ;. 
Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe; they 
; paſs off like Phantaſins, or elſe live in Penu- 
ry and Contempt, or die like Reprobates; . 
they carry the moſt legible Marks of God's 15 8 
Malediction ſtampt on their Fore-heads, and . 
tear almoſt all Men without being pitied by 100 
any; fo that Divine Vengeance begins their 
Torments in this World to continue em e- 
ternally in the other. 

I'Il not follow this crying Vice thro its 
Branches, nor make an entire Diſſection o 
all irs Parts; it runs through all the Veins of; 
Commerce, and almoſt Converſation ; it's 
found in Play, as well as in Contracts, and 
is no more innocent under one Shape, than 
under another; you may call it Over- reach- 
ing, or Out-witting, if you Pleaſe, but the 
change of Names makes no Alteration of 
the Thing: Nature depends not on Fancy 
or Caprice, they are the ſame in Spight of 
Cuſtom and Diſguiſe. 


V. 
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- 


V. 
* 

I muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs. 
It's a noiſom Employment to grope in Pud- 
dles, and to dig in Muck. And therefore 
PII only skim the Surface, and let the offen- 
ſive Dregs lie at the Bottom. You know 
God has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery : This Precept 
does not only reſtrain Acts of Lewdneſs, 

but even Thoughts and Deſires : For Im- 
purity in Idea draws after it a real Hell; 
the Smoak that vaniſhes in a Moment, kin- 
dles an eternal Fire. 

Neand. I ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of the 
Court, nor Officers of the Army, come with- 
in the Compaſs of this Prohibition. God 
ſurely and Nature have iſſued out in their 
Favour a Patent of Exemption. | 

Euſeb. Truly, Neander, I never read that 
either God or Nature had ſuch a Deference 
tor the Court and Army, or ſo great a Re- 
ſpect for Quality, Why, Man, let our 
Courtiers be as great as Alexander, and our 
soldiers as valiant; there fits a more Au- 

guſt, and a more powerful Maſter above, 
cFwhoſe Commands they muſt obey, or ſmarr 

tor the Tranſgreſſion. The Sword has no 
FEPrivilege above the Plow, nor has Qua- 
lity any Right above Peaſantry, but to grea- 

f ter 


| 
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ter Torments : Potentes potenter tormenta pati. off * 
entur. tor E 

Neand. If it be ſo our Gentlemen and Is 
Souldd iers are all ſtruck with a Lunacy. They ert 
ſeem to have entred into an Aſſociation a- Itity. 
gainſt Divine Authority, and endeavour by II 
Practice to repeal the Statute; as if God's eur C 
Laws could ceaſe per deſuetudinem, as well as Ithis u 
human. When St. Paul bids every Man take Npoſes, 
uxorem, if he meant a Miſs, the Counſel is Mnorsg 
followed even to a Scruple; but if he did not, lealt 
our Conduct is ſcandalous to Impudence, and ef Le 
God's Authority is ſlighted beyond Contempt 
and Inſolence. | 

Euſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe 
reaches to the Lands End; few are clear of 


rough] 


the Infection; Lewdneſs is no more a Diver- Piſeaſ 
ſion; no, it's become the grand Buſineſs, Face. 
the Employment of Mankind; nay, it's im- Nach a 
proved to Science alſo; Love - Intrigues turn Mult M 
on Method, and are carried on by Demon- Þ'Ppeta; 

ſtration: So that Attempts upon Chaſtity Wand. 
come off generally with Succeſs. For Wo- own t. 
men in our Ape are as ill furniſh'd for Re- it no 
ſiſtance, as an old Spaniſh Town for a Siege. r a pe 
But then the Dons, when forcd to ſurren- H the .- 
der, article for their Honour: This they 11 Nouth, 
bring off, though the Town ſtay behind in ppoſe 
the Hands of the Conquerors. But our fe- Nlatabl 
male Defendants ſtand not upon ſuch Nice- Poat or 
Ttain] 


ties: they deliver up their Modeſty, and 2 
0 
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off with 1gnominy : Confuſion I will not ſay; 
tor Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when 
ts a Queſtion to practiſe the Chriſtian 
1 of Sobriety, Temperance and Cha- 

ty. f 

1 have more than once taken a Survey of 
our Gentry, and I find nine of ten ruin'd by 
this unlucky Vice; to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes, they have forfeited their Honour, 
mortgaged their Eſtates, impaired their 
Health, their Bodies fall under the Weight 
pf Lewdneſs, their Purſes are ſcarce able to 
upport it. So that if theſe Young Sparks 

ould take the Pains to caſt up their Ac- 
ounts, they would find their Pleaſures have 
brought em in no other Profit but Poverty, 
Wilſcaſes, and more than one Cauſe of Repen- 
ance. Good God! why muſt Appetite have 
ach a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon? Why 
nuſt Man thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? 
\ppetite was made to obey, Reaſon to com- 
nand. To change their Offices is to throw 
own the Encloſure between Man and Beaſt. 
$1t not a Madneſs to fell this Prerogative 
r a petty Satisfaction; that like the Book 
the Apocalypſes leave a ſweet Flavour in the 
outh, and Bitterneſs in the Heart? But 
ppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is nothing 
alatable but Dirt and Mire ? Muſt he turn 
Fat or Baboon before he can be pleaſed ? 
o Nertainly, he is enamour'd of their — 
Mi | 1C 
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he dotes ſo much on their Paſtimes; and I {elit 
am apt to believe he would range on their ¶Mon 
Hills, or ſport on their Trees among a Herd I 1 
of Females. Envy 
But take all together, I fear the PleaſureWworr 
does not come up to Expectation. The Gall Wn ſh 
out- weighs the honey. For let us ſuppoſe, a red 5 
Man poſſeſs d by the unclean Devil of brutiſh ut t! 
Love, he lodges all the Torments of theWriſh | 
Damned in his Heart, and, what is worſe, im n 
their Guilt ; he ſhivers and burns, he hopes car 
and deſpairs, he dreams in Company, andWutati, 
talks in Solitude; all the Features of his be- If the 
loved Object meet in his Imagination top for 
wound his Heart, and turn the Idol he adoreFours 
into a Devil to laſh him; his Fears keenWay o: 


Pace with his Fondneſs, and Jealouſie treadFicker 
on the Heels of both, and all conſpire t onth. 
make him wretched. For though Love lookWe M. 
pleaſing and pretty in Romance, in Life it Maat C. 
Monſter, Tyrant and Fury. ealt, 

A Lover knows, that a Woman, who haYhapes « 
withdrawn her Fidelity from God, will torhe ſuffe 
ſake a Gallant at the leaſt Proſpect of Ade very 
vantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on the Brain Rage, 
and Jealouſie riſes from Hell, to clap him ole End 
the Torture; like the Devil in the Goſpel, iin by | 
ſometimes flings him into the Water, ſome Murd. 


times into the Fire; he watches his Treaſure inte 

with the Eyes of an Argus, and lays a hundre@ of it b 

Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and = 1 ty the 
elit 
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delity ; ſo that, though Aſiſs be faithful, 


Monſieur is ſure to be miſerable. f 
I fay nothing here of Averſion, Hatre 

Envy, and a thouſand other Vipers, that 
Mvorry his Heart and prey upon. his Vitals. 
Win ſhort, in a beſotted Lover alone are cen- 
Wired all the Frenzies and Follies of Bedl; m, 
ut that of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce 
iſh him more unhappy, nor Malice render 
im more unfortunate: But if the intrigue 
e carried with a perſon of an unſpotted Re- 
|Wutation, and who ſtands fair in the Opinion 
Wt the World, nay, and who perchance ſets 
p for a Lucretia and Veſtal; what Endea- 
ours are made to court incognito, and to 
ay out of Sight? But if after all, the Sin 
ickens in her Womb, and that within nine 
onths ihe be in Danger to fall into Fits of 
We Mother; what Pangs, what Throws, 
What Convulſions tear this poor Creature's 

eaſt, and her Gallant's too? In how lively 
|Wapes does Imagination paint her Folly ! 
"We ſuffers all the Torments of Child-birth at 
very inſtant of Conception; beſides thoſe 
"8 Rage, of Deſpair and Confuſion; and in 
1: End perchance reſolves to conceal one 
12 by the help of another; i. e. Lewdneſs 
Murder; and thus a poor Innocent, who 
ne into the World by a leſs Sin, is ſent 
eM of it by a greater; and then in all Proba- 


iVity the Tragedy * begun at Midnight 
in 
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in Darkneſs and Privacy, often ends at Mid- nor 
day on a Scaffold. Muſt not therefore one if y 
be void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleaſure i in y 
in Hand, with ſuch a Crowd of Troubles in plor 
Reverſion? Ought we not to fence againſt 4 
Vice, fo charming on the one Hand, and {6 
uneaſie on the other? 

Neand. What are the beſt Preſervatives a- 
gainſt this Epidemical Diſtemper? moſt 

Euſeb. Take this as a Principle, that Cha 
ſtity is a Gift of God; and therefore implore 
continually his Divine Aſſiſtance; rely o 
his Grace, not on your Force; and if you be 
ſo happy, as not to fall, give him the Glor 
of the Triumph, and believe that whoſoeve 
preſumes on his own- Valour, has alread 
meaſured half the precipice : God protect 
the Humble, and humbles the Proud. 

Secondly, Keep Love at a Diſtance, or 
will ſurprize you; when onceat has ſtorme 
the Heart, it forces Reaſon to ſurrender 
and when Appetite commands, when Paſſio 
domineers, what can be expected but Brutz 
lity? Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, anc 
as in Frontier-Towns, examine the Paſlet 
gers. Love, like a Proteus, borrows 2 
Shapes, and makes its Approaches at all Sz 
ſons; ſo that you mult ſtand upon yo! 
Guard, if you intend to avoid a Surpri 
and if you can keep this Traitour at Arm 
length, Lewdneſs will neither have the Fa 
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nor find the Opportunity to aſſail you. But 
if you admit this Tyrant, if you lodge him 
in your Breaſt, you will have Cauſe to de- 
plore your Slavery, and perchance eternal - 

y. For ina Word, Love, like a Viper, eats 
into the Heart that warms it, and ret”-rns 
Death for the Favour. x | 
Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the 
moſt ſecure Rampart againſt the Darts of 
Laſciviouſneſs; you may as well hope to 
freeze in Fire, as to converſe innocently in 
the midſt of Occaſions. I am of Tertullian's 
Opinion, that it's eaſter to die for Chaſtity, 
(as the World goes) than to live with it in 
Balls, Viſits and Entertainments. And I look 
upon it as a certain Truth, that many of the 
Sex, who have ſurrender' d their Honour to 
the Flatteries, Importunities and Dalliances 
of Gallants, would have refuſed it to the 
MCruelty of Hang-men. 
Enter not therefore into the Play-Honſe ; 
it's the Palace of 4ſmodens, the Seat of Lewd- 
ness, the Nurſery of Debauchery. It's with 
W's as the Fornices were at Rome, only with 
this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are 
earn'd, contriv'd, and reſolv'd on here, the 
oMiomans actually committed under the black 
Phade of thoſe internal Vaults. For my part 
lam of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with 
| fater Conſcience enter into the Play-Houſe, 
han into a Brothel; as things are managed 
H 2 there, 


| 


a 
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there, Temptation is ſtronger on the Stage, 
and more inviting. The Blackneſs of the 
Vice lies under a Diſguiſe, it's blanchd over 
with all the Art of Wit and Gawdry ; fo 
that nothing appears but the charming Part, 
which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates the 
Ears, dozes the Intellect, and fires the Paſh- 
ons, and then to plain the Way for Action, 
the Poet burle ſques the Terrors of the other 
World; he paints the Devils rather like 
Scaramouches to divert, than like Executi- 
oners to torment : He blaſphemes the Maje· 
{ty of God to bring him under Contempt, 
and ſo blunts all the Darts of Fear and Ap- 
prehenſion; and then, when Objects draw, 
when Paſſions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint 
is removed, that can be reaſonably expected, 
but Proſtitution ? | 
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But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fea 
of Puniſhment, but even rewards Debaucher 


Pl eaſ 


YItraid 


For who are they that carry off Applauſe and anſive 


Fortunes but Rakes and Proſtitutes? The 
Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of Rooks 


as we 
by a t 


and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear tation 


he is ſure to be hooted at, and general! 


given 


goes of both Fool and Cuckold. Is not thiſ ned a 
to condemn Vertue, to execute it in Effigiꝗ of Co 
and to canonize Vice by Deputy? Is not th 
to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies, beware q up a] 
Chaſtity and Vertue, they are out of Date iſ retcl 
our Age; you'll forfeit your Honour bf em. 
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maintaining it, and grow ndiculous, if you 
continue innocent. The ſhorteſt Way to 
Repute, is, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh 
at Honeſty, and practice Incontinence. What 
Vertue is Proof againſt ſuch murdering En- 
gines 2? If Hell be a place of Diverſion, (as 
the Poets endeavour to perſwade the Audi- 
ence) if God be a ſcare-crow, if Chaſtity be 
infamous, and Impurity creditable, who will 
not rather be lewd with Credit, than chaſt 
with Reproach? I would have both Poets 
and Players enter a little into themſelves ; 
they have all contributed to run down Ver- 
tue and Religion, and to bring Libertiniſin 
and Atheiſm into Faſhion. "Thoſe prepare 
the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſht 
with all the palatable Ingredients of Pomp 
and Magnificence, that it may godown with 
Pleaſure, and work with Efficacy. I am a- 
fraid in the next World they'll be forc'd to 
anſwer for the Sins of the Poet and AQtors, 


Jas well as for thoſe of the Chriſtian, unleſs 


by a timely Repentance, and publick Recan- 
tation, they ask Pardon of God, and For. 


Igiveneſs of the Nation, which they have rhi- 


med almoſt out of Religion, and played out 


Jof Conſcience. 


Fourthly, When Temptation invites, draw 
up all the diſmal Conſequences of this 
wretched Sin, and fix your Thoughts upon 
em. Other Crimes, like the Aber carry 

H 2 their 
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their Poiſon in their Head; this is a Scor- 
pion, that licks up its Venom in its Tail. 
For though the Sin be charming, it's Se- 
quels are dreadful. The Infection fies up to 
the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; 
and tho thofe who are bit by this poiſonous 
Inſect, can dance out the ſtupify ing Humour, 
and may be fidled into their Wits, the o- 
thers are paſt Cure; they remain in Spight 
of Homily and Exnortation, ſtupid, brutal, 
without Judgment, withour Honour, with- 
out Senſe,” and oftentimes without Money; 
hut never without Folly, Sighs, Jealouſies, 
__ and Deſpair. | 
7/thly, That your AﬀeCtions may not ſteal 


abroad, nor like Butter- flies flutter from one 


Object to another, chain em by Lawful 
Wedlock to a Wife. I know at preſent, Ma- 


trimony (that in St. Paul's Days was honou - 


rable) lies under no creditable Circumſtan- 
ces; and we are 1n part obliged to the Stage- 
Poets for the Aſperſion. They repreſent 
this Divine Inſtitution under all the Re- 
roaches of Slavery and Folly, and paint 
th Sexes ſo ſcandaloufly laſcivious, that 
the Character is enough to deter Chriſtians 
from the Engagement. I ſuppoſe theſe Gen- 
. tlemen are fee d by the Stews, to ſtand up for 
the Improvement of their Trade; and for 
this Reaſon they labonr fo heartily, to per- 


| frogs people, Lawfnl Pleaſures taſte flat ndl 


inſip id, 


inſipid, as if the only charming Circumſtance 
of Pleaſure were the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Action. This Doctrine is calculated exact- 
ly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſoci- 
ates, but not for Chriſtians : it ſinells of 
Smoak and may in good time heat the 
Preachers. 


Beware of Jealouſie A Wife is often 


made faithful by not ſuſpecting her of Infi- 
delity; but when without Reaſon, you que - 
ſtion her Loyalty; you only tempt her to be- 
tray it. I have heard of a Lady, that kept her 
Conjugal Vow, whilſt her Husband thought 


ſhe did; but when he accuſed her falfly, 


and blaſted her Reputation, ſhe murdered 


her Innocence to revenge the Injury. Some 


Women are of Opinion, there 1s little Diffe- 
rence between being unchaſt, and being 


thought fo; and therefore go off with the 


Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the 
Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand times hap- 
Py is that Couple, that by a wiſe Foreſight 
prevents thoſe Misfortunes, that ſpring from 
Diverſity of Conſtitutions and Humours, or 
at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Prudence 


can't avert, and fo improve Neceſſity into a 


Vertue. 
V. 


If God has bleſs'd you with Children, 


.( ſays the Scripture, Prov. 7.) inſtru& em. 
| H God 
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God has ingrav'd this Law in the very Heart 
of Nature, and more than once promulg d 
it in the Bible, that Parents might be well 
convinc'd of this grand Duty, and be per- 
iwaded to comply with it; and yet it ſeems, 
that no Law is leſs en rn a and more 
univerſally negleGed in Practice than this. 
Some Parents, more cruel than the O- 
{trich, bring Poor Creatures into the World, 
and then abandon em. Others, like Apes, 
are ſo fond of their Brood, they kill em 
with Kindneſs: Thoſe are guilty of Negli- 
gence, theſe of Indulgence ; and all betray 
their Duty, and by conſequence their Con- 
fcience. os 


I have been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſup- E 


portable Neglect of ſome Parents; they 


made no Difference between their Laqueys I 


and their Children, but that they careſs d 
- thoſe, and eternally tormented theſe ; they 
herded with the 1 and Carters, and 
owed all their Education to the Stable and 
Kitchin; and if they ſent em ſometimes to 
School, *twas only to rid the Houſe, not for 
their Inſtruction. They never took the pains 
to inform themſelyes, whether the Maſter 
was black or white ? Whether religions or 
impious? A Turk or a Chriſtian? Good 
God! ſaid I to Sir N. N. what do you mean 
You will not hire a Cook without examining 
his Talent, nor take a Groom without good 
Security 
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Security of his Skill; (yet the one is only to 
ſerve the Belly, the other to curry Horſes ) 
and will you truſt a Child to the Care of a 
Man, who, for ought you know, has neither 
Science nor Religion ? 

Nor have I beheld with Patience the do- 
ting Fondneſs of others. I have ſeen my 
Young Maſter often play the Lyon in the Fa- 
mily, and my tender Lady, the Mother, ap- 
plaud his Inſolence, like the Romans in Senbca's - 
Days. She would embrace the Spark, when 
ſhe ſhould have chid him; nay, and kiſs him 
tor thoſe very things ſhe ſhould have whipt 
him. To croſs the Child, is to ſtab the Mo- 
therz and if he waimpers, ſhe cries in good 
Earneſt ; his Paſſions grow upon him with 
Age, and a fooliſh Indulgence emboldens em; 
he asks what he pleaſes, and obtains what he 
demands; a refuſal. ſets him on Fire, and 
then my Young Jupiter begins to thunder: 
My Lady trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has 
raiſed ; and. inſtead of laying it by a ſober 
Correction, ſhe fooliſhly augments it by a 
thouſand Careſſes: He is coach d to Compa- 
ny, to Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt 
be Spectator of Mamma's e and Follies to 
learn em. Poor Sir T. H. ſaw this fine Me- 
nage, but was too dotingly fond of his Wife 
to ſave his Child. He 8 one Day 
to me, that his Son was fit for nothing, but 
either to dance or to quarrel. Lou are mi- 
H 5 ſtaken, _. 
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ſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Patience, and 
hell retaliate his Breeding upon you with 
Infolence and Outrage; he is as handſomly 
equipt for a Rake, as can be; nor was I de- 
ceived ; for ſince he flung himſelf away up- 
on a Chamber-maid, dipt his Eſtate, perſecu- 
ted his Mother, and brought his Father with 
Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 

= muſt know, Neander, - that Man by 
Nature is half Beaſt; he has all rhe Inclina- 
Hons, all the Paſſions of the moſt falvage A- 


nimal; and (what is worſe ) he has Reaſon 
to ſharpen em, and Malice to abuſe them. 


But as the moſt fierce Lyon is tamed and ren 
der'd tractable by Education and Diſcipline, 
ſo Man may be taught ſweetneſs, Modera- 
tion and Vertne, if he be taken in Hand be- 


time, if his Paſſions are check d, and ford 


to obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the 
Cradle. But when once Senſe has got the 
Upper-Hand, when Paſſion has taſted the 
oweetneſs of Superiority, and reaſon is ac- 
cuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſub- 
due the Fierceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as 
perſwade Senſe. and Appetite to reſign the 
uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to take 
it, Adoleſcens juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenue- 
vit non recedet ab ea, A young Man goes on 
as he began, and carries the firſt Impreſſion 
to the Grave, That you may not therefore 
cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the os 

| | le, 
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ble, who being mortally wounded by an 
Arrow trimmed with her own Feathers, 
ſighed out this melancholy Complaint, Mi- 
ſerable Bird that I am! What a fool was I 
to bring forth Feathers to my own Deſtructi- 
on! I ſay, that you may not complain, 
thoſe Children you give Life to, are the 
Cauſe of your Death, Obſerve three things. 
Firſt, ſo ſoon as they are capable to know 
God, teach em to fear his Juſtice and to 
love his Goodneſs ; inſtruct *em in Religion, 
and take Care they practiſe all the Duties of 


a Chriſtian. A Child that fears God, wall a 


love his Parents; he can't be religious with- 

out being dutiful. Inculcate a thouſand times, 

that he is made for Heaven, and that he muſt 
live vertuouſly in this World, to be happy 5 


in the next: Precaution him againſt the Va- 


nity of the World, and all its ſpecious Scenes 
of Deceits and Pageantry, that delude the 
Eye to ſeduce the Heart: Diſcover the 
Danger before you expoſe him, and tell lim 
with that admirable Queen Blanca, you had 
rather ſee him in the Grave, than in Sin : In- - 
ſpire not into his tender Breaſt Deſires of 

Grandeur; this is a Seed that ſprouts up 
without ſowing : Choak all Tendency of ſo 
early a Pride, or elſe it will grow to his Ru- 

in. I bluſh at. the unchriſtian Conduct of 
thoſe Parents, who teach little Creatures, 
before they can walk, to climb up to the ve- - 


ry 
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| - - Ty Pinnacle of Honour; who would make 
em Pages to Antichriſt to be great, and 
would counſel em to be Alabometans tor the 
vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſla's: When 
you have furniſh'd *em with Vertue, and 
provided for their Soul, let em think of a 
Settlement, and aim rather at a Poſt that is 
genteel, than great : An elevated Fortune 1s 
ſeldom obtained without vaſt Crimes, and 
always ſupported by greater. 

Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts 
and Sciences that ſuit with their Capacity 
and Condition. For thoſe that have nothing 
to do, do always more than they ought; and 
though they are unfit for a handſome Occu- 
pation, they are capable of a vicious one. 

Thirdly, Give not all your means to the El- 
deſt; leave a Proviſion for all: A Young Gen- 
tleman that begins the World without Mony, 
ends it without Conſcience : When I muſt rack 
my Brain to live, I have neither time nor lea- 
ſure to think of living well, Neceſſity is the 
Mother of Vice, no leſs than abundance; 
and Want is both more troubleſome than At- 
fluence, and equally dangerous: Beſides, how 
will you have a Gentleman puſh forward, 
who has nothing to improve? Can he raiſe 
2 Fortune without Tools to work with, with- 
out a Fund to lay the Foundation? Poverty. 
palls the moſt generous Spirits; it cows In- 


duſtry, and caſts Reſolution it ſelf into De- 
ſpair, 
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ſpair. When you have acquitted your ſelf of 
theſs three Points, you have done the part 
of a Father; the reſt you muſt leave to Pro- 
vidence; who watches over its Creatures, and 
never abandons thoſe, who comply with their 


Duty. 
if VI. 


Your care muſt not ſtop at your Children, 
let it reach your menial Servants; though 
you are their Maſter, you are alſo their Fa- 
ther. And for this Reaſon the Romans call'd 
Houſekeepers Patres-familias, Fathers of the 
Houſhold. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you are 


their Brother, and have the Church of Chriſt 


for your common Mother; all theſe Relati- 
ons deſerve a Tenderneſs on the one ſide, 
and on the other impoſe an Obligation on 
you to enquire into their Behaviour, and to 
provide for their Inſtruction; don't ſo over- 
charge em with Labour, that they can find 
no time for God. You can texact ſo continual 
a Service, nor is it in their power to comply 
with you. They owe more Obedience to 
God than to you ; and you tranſgreſs your 
Duty, when your Commands croſs upon his. 
Nor is it ſufficient to allow em time to look 
into the Concerns of their Souls, you muſt 
ſee they imploy it well: Let em meet at 
Prayers at leaſt once a Day, and puniſh thoſe 
that negle& this Duty. Suffer not in your 
Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. 

Who 
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Who is a Traitor to his Maker, will betray 
a Maſter at the firſt Occaſion. A Man without 
Conſcience is always without Honeſty. Be- 
ſides, Lewdneſs and Knavery are catching 
and one infected Perſon ſuffices to ſcatter the 
Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The 
more you take to Heart God's Intereſt, the 
more he'll take care of yours; he'll crown 
your Enterprizes with Succeſs, or raiſe your 
Soul above the Stroak of Misfortune. In 
fine, you'll either enjoy Proſperity with a 
Chriſtian Moderation, or bear Adverſity with 
Pleaſure. BI | 


Confine not Charity within the Walls of 
your own Houſe, nor employ it wholly about 
the Spiritual Good of your Neighbour , let 
the Body feel the Effects of its Tenderneſs, 
as well as the Soul. When he groans under 
the Pangs of Poverty, and ſtruggles with Ne- 
ceſſity, relieve his Indigence out of your own 
Store-Houſe ; let the Meaſure of your Cha- 
rity be the Extent of your Ability and of 
his Want: What you lay out on the Poor, 
is not ſpent, but put to Intereſt; God is 
Security for the Reimburſement, ſo that the 
Payment is infallible. I have ſeen ſome Gen- 
tlemen open-handed enough, but then they 
diſperſed their Charities with ſo unhandſome 
a Grace, that, methonght, they did ill in 
doing good, and refuſed an Alms oh = 

| a they 
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they gave one; they ſeem'd to inſult over a 
poor Creature's Miſery, and ſeldom open'd 
their Purſe, till they had vented their Gall. 
This is not to relieve the Indigent, but to 
throw Shame upon Want, and Contufion up- 
on Neceſſity; it's to hang Weight to their 
Burthen, and to fret Poverty with Contempt: 
Beſides, it loſes the very Nature of Alms; 
for that is not received gratis, that is pur- 
chaſed with Bluſhes, and at the Expence of 
Patience. A compaſſionate Look oftentimes 
refreſnes more, than a Crown with a ſevere 
one. And ( methinks) I had rather be ſent 
away with a civil God be with you, thanbe en- 
tertained with Peeviſhneſs and ill Nature. 
A ſmall Favour well timed becomes confide- 
rable : The very manner of giving adds to- 
the Gift. Keep not therefore the Poor 
at'a Bay, nor rack 'em with Queſtions; to 
what Purpoſe do theſe Preliminaries ſerve, 
but either to feed your Curioſity, or to ſpend 
a fretting Humour? We are of the ſame 
Nature; our Bodies are made. of the ſame 
Clay, and our Souls by the fame Hand. The 
Difference between the Rich and Poor comes 
not from Nature or Merit, but from the Or- 
dination of Providence. Some are born to-no 
other Eſtate than that of their Brethren's Cha- 
rity, that they may Practiſe Patience; and o- 
thers to Abundance, that they may exerciſe 
Charity ; ſo that the Vertue of theſe ſtand in- 
debted 
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debted to the Miſery of thoſe; and the Giver 
is no leſs oblig'd than the Receiver. 

VIII. 

Begin to practiſe the Vertues of a Chri- 
ſtian betimes; accuſtom your Palate to em 
before you have taſted Vice, they'll reliſh 
better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 
to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns God- 
Iineſs into Pleaſure ; but if you ſtay till Sins 
have fluſht the Paſſions, and ſharpen'd Appe- 
tite, nothing but Violence can ſecure you ; 
you will not be able to advance one ſtep 
without a Combat ; you muſt fight your way 
through all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, the 
World and the Devil will draw up to op- 
poſe you; and when theſe Enemies are head- 
ed by vitious Habits, God knows, whether 
you will everbe ſo hardy, aseven toattempt 
a Conqueſt fo hazardous on the one fide, and 
ſo laborious on the _ 

Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gen- 
tlemen is ſounuſual, that you muſt venture to 
be out of Faſhion, you muſt ſtand the Shock 
of Rallery, and perchance the Stroak of a 
Lampoon ; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the 
Skin, and although they are puſht on with all 
the Violence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are 
not able to draw Blood, or to touch your 
Reputation. I have often been aſtoniſnid at 


ſome Gentlemen, who practiſed Vertue at 


Home, 
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Home, and Vice in Company ; who betray'd 
their Conſcience to avoid a Bluſh. This is, 
ſaid I, to fall into the wretched Blindneſs of 
ſome ſavage Indians, who adore the Devil, 
that he may do em no Harm. If Rakes glo- 
y in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at 
ood ? That carries along its Condemnation, 
and this its Juſtification. Surely ſhame fits 
more naturally on Guilt than Innocence. 

But could we dive into a wicked Man's 
Heart, could we pierce into his Soul, we 
ſhould read moſt viſible Traces of Shame 
and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an 
Eye on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Ver- 
tues. For let me tell you, Neander, Piety 
has an amiable Aſpect, it charms its very 
Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize 
it in Practice, admire its Beauty. So that, 
though ſometimes they let flie a Rallery, 
and ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty Arrows flie at 
random, and never come near your Honour : 
Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe 
Rakes, who flirt at a Chriſtian Demeanour 
have a ſecret Eſteem for it. 

Oh, ſaid one, I muſt draw in my Piety, 
and mew it within my own Walls; I have 
almoſt loſt my Chriſtian Name, and am ſcarce 
known, but by that of Bigot. Pray, Sir, ſaid 
I, let us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run away 
irom Buffoons; let us conſtrue the Word, 


and frame right Notions, and then we _ 
nd, 
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find, that Bigot in the Jargon of Reprobates 
is nothing elſe but a Man that believes Reli- 
gion, and dares profeſs it; that boggles at 
Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries; that will 
elevate his Spirits with old Hock, or new 
Champaign, but not drown his Reaſon ; that 
has not Courage to laugh at Hell, nor the 
Impudence to play upon Heaven; that ſome- 
times does good Actions, and always fears 
bad ones. This 1s the Height of a Bigot's 
Devotion, according to the modern Uſe of 
the Word; ſo that it imports nothing hurt- 
ful, nothing infamous, unleſs it be a Diſgrace 
to profeſs Honeſty upon Occaſions, to pra- 
Qt: Morality, and to have a good Conſci- 
en 


ce. 

But let Debauchees burleſque your Piety 
muſt you abandon it? Will you abjure Chri 
ſtianity, becauſe ſome Libertines ſport with 
Religion; or commence Atheiſt, to humou 
Fools? Why then will you be ſcared out o 
Piety, or teazed out of Morality ? Is it ho 
nourable in Spight of Rallery to acknow 
ledge a God, and a Diſgrace to ſerve him 
Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, and a Shame 
to be a good one? No certainly; let us put 
things together, and act conſequently ; let us 
call in Keaſon to govern Fancy. | 

Beſides, who are theſe Men that awe us? 
Club of Animals, that have more Money tha 
Wit, and more Quality than Conſcience, a Pac 
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of HeQtors, that live ill, and judge worſe; that 
are pitied by ſome, and ſcorned by others; 
the very Panegyricks of thefe Men are Satyrs, 
Praiſe out of their Mouths 1s ſcandalous, and 
Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf 
to be laught our of Heaven, nor rallied into 
Hell; if you can't bear the reproachingFrowns 
and Smiles of a Man, how will ye endure the 
Frowns of an angry Deity ? If the Laſh of a 
petulant Tongue be ſo ſenſible, aſſure your 
ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be 
more inſupportable. Vertue in a Dungeon is 
preferrable to Sin on the Throne, and Inno- 


cence in the Pillory is more honourable than 


Guilt on the Bench. Ry 

If yon love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave it, 
avoid the Converſation of Libertines and A- 
theiſts; like the Baſiliſk their Eyes dart Poiſon, 
and their Tongues ſpeak Death; thcy are Sa- 
tan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. A Liber- 
tine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Pleaſure is his 
Summum Bonum; this he places in Sin like the 
Devil, and in Mire like the Swine he circles 


from the Tavern to the Play-honſe, from hence 


to the Stews, and returns to his Lodging the 
ſame way; ſo that his whole Study is to learn 
Wickedneis, and his whole Buſineſs to pra- 


Wctiſe it; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut 


and Blaſphemy ; his Entertainment unchriſti- 
an, and his Dialect diabolical; he would fain 
mono- 
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monopolize the Wit of the Nation, but wants by 1 
both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge reach- ms 


es no further than the Gazette or the Courant, 
and on Occaſions he ventures to vent Non- Ath 
ſenſe in Metre; his Religion is univerſal, t 
calculated for all Meridians ; he has one for a 
Calm, another for a Storm; one for Europe, 
another for America; ſo that it's as difficult 
to be defined as a Diyun@:ve; in England he 
{tickles for his Biſhops; in Scotland againſt em; 
he is a Jem at Amſterdam, a Aſuſſellman at Con- 
Hantinople; a Papift at Rome, and a Calviniſt at 
© Geneva: InaWord, he is any thing without, 
and nothing within; ſo that his whole Reli- 
gion turns upon Convenience and Intereſt 
and is comprized in theſe Verſes. 
Queſt. #hat's Orthodox and true Believing 
Againſt a Conſcience? Anſ. A good Living. 
Queſt. hat makes rebelling againſ# Kings 
A good old Cauſe? Anſ. Adminiſtrings. 
Queſt. M hat makes all Doctrine plain and clear: 
Anſ. About two hundred Pound a Tear. 
Queſt. Aud that which was prov'd true before 
Prove falſe again? Anſ. Two hundred more. 


| XI. 

An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine; and 
if we believe his ownGenealogy,he is a By-blou 
begot by Hazard, and flung into the World by an 
Neceſſity; he moves by Wheels, and has nc ther, 
more Soul than a Wind-mill; he mens f Caſ 
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by Fate, and acts by meer Compulſion; he is 
no more Maſter of his Deeds than of his Be- 
ing; and therefore is as conſtant to his Word 
as the Wind to the ſame Corner; ſo that an 
Atheiſt by his own Principles is a au” 
ſe, and an honeſt Man only per Accidens. In fine, 
he ſtarts out of Duſt and vaniſhes into nothing, 

Nean. All my Concerns are in the Hand of 
a Man, who will not be very fond of this 
Character, yet he ſets up for an Atheiſt, and 
ſupports the Fraternity with Arguments and 
Authority. 

Euſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of Hand, 
he'll certainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſi- 
bly embezzle your Eſtate. A round Hurricane 
of Atoms may drive him into the Poſſeſſion 
of your Lands, and you out of em. A brisk 
Puff may convey. out of ſight a fieceſſary Inden- 
ture,or raiſe high the Bill of Reparations; there 
is no coming near a Man with Safety, that's 
void of Conſcience; no truſting him that acts 
dy Fates, or moves by Deſtiny ; if he be a Slave 
to impulſe, he is not Maſter of his Honeſty. 

Neand. 'Tho' he abjures God, he upholds 
Reaſon, and keeps Touch with Probity ; he va- 
ues Honour, and would forfeit Life to main- 
ain it. N a 

Euſeb. Then he is made up of Contradicti- 
dns, and one part of his Creed ſtabs the other; 

there be no God, your Friend is the Spawn 
f Caſualty.z the Child of Matter and Mo- 


tion, 
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| tion, a heap'of Duſt with a Complex of Ubi-F cor 
cations, a Figure without Soul, a Statue with-F co; 
out Life; he is all Matter like Beaſts, no more an 
capable of Reaſon than an Ape, of Vertue than] nor 
Baalam's Aſs, or of Honour than Caligula'sY con 
Conſul. In fine, withdraw your Concerns, Þ ten, 
or you may one Day repent your Confi - ¶ phi 
dence : For I muſt once for all tell you, Ho- due 
nour without Conſcience, without Religion, as { 
will yield to Intereſt. non 

Meand. This cannot be done ſo ſoon; endea- A 
vour, I beſeech you to gain him; overturn his ſoli. 
Principles, and the Conqueſt will be eaſie; I {tin; 
you can't oblige him more than by entering you 
into a Diſpute ; and the ſhorteſt way to win Rew 
Ins Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. tend 

Enſeb. Diſputes indeed are natural ro A E. 
theiſts; for no Men maintain with greater drau 
Eagerneſs they are in the right, than thoſe vou 
that ſuſpect they are in the wrong; like Men proy 
in a dangerous Road they love to travel in great 
Company, and ſo draw in Proſelytes to marcil} tery, 
to Hell with a Caravan. 7 80 J twiſt; 

But, Neander, this Itch of arguing is a terrii Man 
ble Argument, they are ſcared with Doubtsſ ung; 
and hannted with Suſpicions that God is 5 the C 
Chymæra, it's a Sign that Conſcience is uneaſieſ tering 
and makes ſome Attempts to break all thꝗ h 
Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphem 

However, I'll comply with your Deſires 

and wait upon the Gentleman when yo 
| comman 
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command me: Although I muſt tell you, a 
converted Atheiſt is a Phoenix ſcarce ſeen in 
an Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ig- 

norance, of much Senſe and little Reaſon ; he 

© confutes Arguments with Laughter, and pre- 
© tends to frown Demonſtration it ſelf into So- 

-E phiſtry. How can Truth (I do not fay ſub- 
due) but even reach ſuch a Man? You may 

„Jas ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Can- 
non-Ball, as convince him. 

- ANeard. It's true; but Charity armed with 

SY ſolid Reaſons may perchance {often his Ob- 

ſtinacy; and altho' you loſe your Labour, 

28 youll meet at leaſt in the next World the 

ny Reward of your Zeal. III tell him you in- 
tend to make him a Viſit. 

Euſeb. I am content, Neander, I have 

drawn a ſhort Scheme of your Duty, and wiſh 

vou fo happy as to comply with it; it will 
prove the beſt Support of this Life, and the 
in greateſt Comfort in the other. God has in- 
cl terwoven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and 

© twiſted his Intereſt with Pleaſure. A Good 

1} Man is ſeldom uneaſie, and an ill one is always 

ts unquiet; one muſt be blind not to diſcover 

vgs the Canker at his Heart through all the glit- 
ſieſ tering Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power; 
ing he may rant and laugh, but can't be merry: 

n tor certainly there is a great Difference be- 

reY tween Noiſe and Mirth; their Lives are as 

rot unlke as their Ends; and thoſe are as Diffe- 
an rent, 
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rent, as the Pains of the Damned are from 
the Joys of the Bleſſed. 


cc 


eander took leave of Euſebius, with a 
Promiſe to call upon him the next Mor- 
ning. He went immediately to Theomacbus's 
Lodgings; (this was the Atheiſt's Name) 


he opened freely his Deſign, and ask d him, 


It Buſineſs would permit him to enter up- 
on a Conference with Euſebius. 

* Theomachns received the Propoſal with a 
Tranſport of Joy, and told Neander he was 
infinitely — to him, for offering ſo fair 
an Occaſion of making Acquaintance with 
a Man ſo much talked of: For (continued 
he) J have often heard great Commenda- 
tions both of his Vertue and Learning, and 
{hall by this Interview be able to judge, 
3 his Merits equal his Fame. Beſides, 
the Greatneſs of my Adverſary will ſecure 
my Credit, tho Fortune declare againſt me. 
Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, 
returned to his Lodgings, with a Reſolu- 
tion to mind Theomachus of his Promiſe 


the next Morning. 


